| Deploring Insufficiency |

Feb. 7.

Nixon Supports Liberal Thrust:

To Be No “Fishing Expedition,”
Defiant Premier Tells House

]
I
|
|
i

II

|
|

g
!

|
|
|

' speech, had the effect of forestalli
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Clean-up Demanded. ‘ |

Mr. Nixon varied his assault frum:

{ John Aird Jr. swore |
Beauharnols Com- |

of Commission, Oppo-
sition House Leader |

| . , _ |
Presents Want-of-Con- tario had a “very aﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁeﬁwﬂé o)
. g o orm,” to th ' 1
fidence Motion for Fail-| that tne uncontradige® almt?gﬁi'
NOW  sweeping the _country — that

ure of Government to
Refer Aird Payment to /| requirements.

fraction of the cost; that millions of

— e — =

[llquiry dollars have been ‘
: paid by the H
| for alleged assets that are 11‘? regﬁgﬁ*
o o s ik
MAGUIRE, MEIGHEN | ha'ly siifyins Sesslon if the House

Both Leaders were forcibly criti
of the methods employed by {he Gocg-l
érnment in appointing the present
Middleton Commission. That the
appointment had been sprung, al-
most on the eve of the Legislature
opening, so as to render sub Judice in |
the House the matters referred for
inquiry, was their contention, “

That $125,000 Payment,
Both Leaders were also
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UNDER CRITICISM

Objection Is Raised to
Partyism on Hydrof'i
Board and Retirementj!
of Two Members De-

their condemnation of the fa

‘ |
m a n d e d_ Innocentr include the $125'000 Mrd payment
and Unsuspecting” Mr. || . fhe references, with Mr. Nixon

: particularly outspoken in this col -
Cooke Also Is Target

bold in |
lure to!l

nection.

“If Aird,” said Mr. Nixon, “put it
‘all over’ Sweezey (as the Premier
says he did) to the tune of $125,000.
what must he have done to my
honorable friend, the innoecent and
unsuspecting farmer (Hon. J. R
Cooke, Hydro Chairman) from the

No “two-reference” Royal Commis-
sion inquiry on Hydro is goinz to
salisfy the elected Liberal members
of the Ontario Legislature.
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o , | hard scrabble of North Hastings |
WIIIIEI'H E. N. Sinﬂlﬂrlr. KC, their when the tune was ﬂnhr $50‘[]%0 ;'
Leader, made that perfectly plain to| (Madawaska payment)? If Aird|],

a crowded Legislature, vesterday af:- * gave salisfactory service for value re-

ernoon, when, in continuing the Ad-| c€ived in the one case why shouldn't
dress debate. he deplore dnfhe i enp. | W€ assume that he did so in the |
' PIOTe HMSW= [ other? The two are so closely co-|

ficiency of the Commission under ordinated that I do not see why the
which Mr. Justice Middleton was now | Commissioner should exclude the |

acting; demanded from the Govern-|©ne in dealing with the other.”

ment a new Commission of three| Mr. Sinclair Speaks. : |
Judges, with adequate counsel, and I hardly think there will be an
moved a want of confidence amend-

election this year; I hardly think the
ment condemning the Henry Admin-

Government is in the suicide class.
istration for failure to refer the $125.-

But I do think a wise thing for the
Government would be for it to tell

000 Aird-Beauharnois payment to the

present probe, along with no less than

you straight that there will be no
Seven power contracts into which the

election this troublous year,” said Mr.
Sinclair, in his speech. He recalled

Hydro has entered within the last five

Vears.

that he had wurged economy, of
which today there is so much talk,
under Premiers Whitney, Drury, Fer-
Has Mr. Nixon's Support.
Mr. Sinclair's amendment. ¢
after a restrained but

guson and Henry, and had ‘“been
held at ridicule at all times.”

He urged also that the Government
| bills be presented as early as pos-
sible, so that it might be possible for
the members to study them for some
days. *“Only in case of grave neces-
sity should Government bills be in-
troduced late in the session,” he said.

oming
redoubtiable
ng
the proposed Nixon amendment on the
Aird-Beauharnois matter, but, never-
theless, won from the Progressive
Leader, and his folowers their endor-

* battle.”

"Conservatism Creeping In.”

Mr. Sinclair said that Conservatism
was apparently creeping in the Hydro
Commissicn, and the only impression

* which the public could form was that

it was a Conservative Commission. He
stated that the Chairman of the
Commission is a member of the Gov-
ernment, who “takes his place with
the rest of them in political fights":
that “Alfred Maguire says he is no
Icnger a Liberal, and apparently shows |
1t"; and that Right Hon. Arthur|
Meighen is “now Leadcr of the Con- |

. servative Party in the Senate, and of |

necessity must he in the political
He sald, further, of Senator
Meighen that *“if he doesn’'t fight
nolitical battles every day he loses his
job.”

“This makes a pretty militant Con- |
servative line-up for the Hydro Com- |
mission,” he declared. “I suggest |
that Mr. Meighen should resign|
from the Commission — although
not 1 any personal way—as
he will have to be at Ottawa
four or five months in the wyear, and,

'if he can be away that length of time,

there is no need for three Commis-
sioners, If he can have four or five
months away from the Commission,

‘what is the need of having some one

clse on the Commission? 1t _ looks as
ifl an honorarium were being paid
where there is no work to be done.”

!('hallrnge to Mr. Maguire.

Hydro Commissioner Maguire was
challenged by the Liberal Leader to
proauce one of the briefs to which
ne (Mr. Maguire) made reference in his
speech some days ago, and added that
the Commissioner had admitted his

errorr in his charges regarding the

sLiberal attitude at the lasi session by

falling to make any reply.

. ' “John Aird Jr. savs that he got the

$125,000 not as a political contribu-
tion, but as commission on a Hydro
contract,” Mr., Sinclair said. “If it

'was s0, who sen{i Mr, Aird to nego-

tiate the deal?” Mr. Sinclair read
the evidence of both Mr. :
and Mr. Griffith, both of

Sweezeoy
whom

stated that the money was paid to
‘Aird as a political contribution.

{ | “The evidence of Sweezey has been
‘taken as correct in all other political

contributions, and the only exception
was In the Ailrd case,” he went on,
stating that it was shown that
Sweezey had made political eontribu-
tions, and the committee had adopt-
ed his evidence as 1irue. Aird, he

.continued, admitted he gof $125,000,
saying it was commission on the Hy-
dro contract.

He could not. Mr. Sin-
clair averred, be working for Hydro

unless employed by it.
Nituation Analyzed.

“Aird says he told Sweezev he could
belp him get the Hydro contract,” he
vent on. “How could he do sp with-
out Instructions from Hydro as to

sation and support.

Standing on the common ground of
general public belief that more light
should be turned on Hydro than now
obtains, the Liberal House Leader and
Hon. H. C. Nixon carried warm battle
to the Government and its present-

recalling that last session forty-one
bills were introduced in the last eight
days, which, he said, did not allow
the members time to give them pro-

per consideration.

nrice, ete.? If Aird’s story is true, he
rmust have bkeen employed and in-
structed by Hydro, and therefore Hy-
‘ro is involved. If Aird constituted
himself an agent for Hydro, then he
vwwould have to take back his report to

“This

is a people’s justitution,” Mz, *Hydro for confirmation, and aggin
s —— : U, 0 ' ed.  So, o
Sinclair said, urging the retirement -E”;d:;%r‘gi;fdt;} Eﬁ;ﬂghﬁfﬂdmigﬁﬁ
;rom the Hydro Commission of Right ‘16 carret of the truth or falsity of
‘sion of C. Alfred Maguire and Right | 1100 Senator Melghen. *'1 would S4Y the Aird claims. The Government
)'Hnn.ArbImr Meighen because of their 1€ Should resign, and in his place "iny not allow an investigation. o the

day attitude. Mr. Sinclair ranged his
attack from a demand for an enforced
retirement from the Hydro Commis-

apparent Conservatism down to sharp ' there should be an flfvllti.ftﬁ..?f{lll_ﬁ nen-  aird-Hydro arrangement must re-

"/ criticism of the Hydro's purchases of  Partisan man to inspire confidence in main in the dark for the present, if

Hydro and gel away from the political {yare was such an arrangement. The

slant. Aird statements stand uncorroborated

| anless Hydro comes to his aid. If

" Hvcro comes to his aid, it becomes in-

vrlved, and an investigation is war-
_r?nL?'d.H

| large blocks of power, even after the
/ 1929 stock-market crash, when it was

recognized, he said, that the country
‘wﬂuld have %0 go slow on expenditures
1for a long time, ;



