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;Thinks Paper Mills and

|

DEFENDS VOT

Mines Might Finance
Own Electricity

ERS AT ‘SO0’

L -

The wisdom of the Fercuson Gov-
ernment developing water powers in
Northern Ontario for the purpose of
supplying paper mills and large mines
With electric encroy, was questioned in
the Legislature yesterday afternoon by
Hon. James Lyons, Conservative mem-
ber frem Sault Ste. Marie, and former

- Cabinel Minister of that Governmen:

And not only did Mr. Lyons sprine

a surprise on the Hous2 by taking thi-

stand, but he also defended, at length.
the action of the voters of Sault Ste.
Marie who turned down the Hydro
Commission for the Great Lakes Power
Company.

Mr. Lyons made it clear that he was
no enemy of Hvdro. He declared him-
self to be an ardent supporter, but he
wanted to teli the House, {rankly, his
person2] views of certain affairs in-

volving power develepments. '

Able to Finance Own Power.

“I question,” said he, “just how'
far a Government really ought to go’

in the develcpment of water power in
Northern Ontario for the purpose of

supplying paper mills or large mines .

with electric energy.
Instituticns and the

They are large
Province gives

them power at cost, and {inances those

mstitutions by developing power for
them. 1 question whether the Prov-
Ince is justified in going to that ex-
tent.” Those strong. powerf{ul organiza-
tions, he felt, should well be abl? to
finance their own power development.

He emphasized that there was anin-
teresting phase of the Government ex-
tension of electric power to mining
companies. “If,” he said. “Hvdro de-
Vvelops power for a mining company
and carries it 30 or 40 miles., some-
body must be responsible for it.” And
he believed that under the existing
laws Lhe responsibility fell on some
municipality traversed by tho lines, and
if the mining companv ceased to op-
crate, that municipality would be

‘sheuldered with the power load.

Cites Instance.

He KkKnew, he said. of two different
cases of mining companies served by
the Great Lakes Power Company whicn

should be considered with regard to

this particular point. “One power 1 n2."
said he, “was extended 40 miles to the
Goodreau Gold Mine, which didn't use
the power more than 30 days when it
failed. and there has been no renewed
effort, The cost of that line was $130.-

000. The Great Lakes Power Company
took all the responsibility. If that lad

been a municipality, it might bave been

a serious mattier.”

Mr. Lycns first touched on Hydro

matters by denocuncing the reports that

the pecple of Ncerthern Ontario were
anti-Hydro. “The pz2ople of the North

country,” said he, *“are in sympathy
with Hydro and strengly support this
Government in the develcping of water
powers by the Hydro Commission.

“Have the people of the Sault
changed their minds?” Hon, H, C.
Nixon (Progreszive, Brant) interj2cted.

“I'm glad you menticncd that” Mr.
Lyons reterted :

“Well. tell us all about {t,” Mr.
Nixcn shot back.
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Mr. Lyon Explains.

And so Mr. Lyons did. &The situ-
ation,” said he, “wasn’t that the peo-
ple of the Sault were trying to oppose

' Hydro. Scores of people voted for Hydro

because they were loyal to Hydro,
though they knew the other proposition
offered them was a botter one.”

“Ha, ha, ha,” an Opposiiion member
laughed derisively,

“And,” Mr. Lyons continued. ‘if the
wanis to develop ‘vater
pcwers it will get the2 sapvort of the
pecple of Sault Ste, Marie.”

He went cnt to say that he thouzaht

h> could convince the House that the

voters of the Sault had taken a .ogical

position 1In wihat was termed the »nover
fight there. And so he reviewed th>
development of electric energy at the
Sault from the davs when the ‘town
went bankiupt” trying to carry on the
initial development, up to the pres=nt.
And in the recent power fight ths auyes-
ticn eentred on the possible develon-

ment of 100,000 second cubic ieet,
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Favors Great Lakes Ofler.

“And 1 think,” said Mr. Lvons. “that
the proposition of the Great Lakes
Power Company was the most advan-
tageous for the Sauit, and this was
proved by the vote.”

That power company, he said, offerr:}
to continue to supply the city wioh
4.000 horsepower at $22, and edditionel
horsepower at $20., Tne Fvdro would
supply power at $17.16. But this
Hydro offer, he said, was on the basis
ot 10,000 second cubic feet developed, or
approximately 12,000 hors2power: anc
the cily would b~ oblized to take tha:
for 40 vears, and pay continaousiv for
full amount of 12,000 horsepower
at the §17.16 rate. The city, 12 pointed
out reauired onlv 3,500 horsepower
in continuons service 2t anv time. and
of this at the Great
lakes rate wss comvarad vith the enst
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of the 12,000 horsepower at the Hvdro
retes cne could see that it was =ad-
veniageoils to the city to talke the
Great Lakes offer and not be ob'joat-d

Morenver, he said. the Great Jaes
Power Cemimeny paid the cilv £50.009 a
vear in tareg, 2nd the citv naid the

comnan' on'v S61.000 a vear in powe?
rpfes.  A'en neonle of the Sault thoneht
that the Hvdro might take awav from
the Crrat Takes Poawer Comnanv the
nover {4 b1 and that th> ritr wonld
lose that 850 00 revenus and that this
waz parhinns the ontetonding reason for
th~ vote assainst Hyvdro.

Differences in Nortih,

Mr. Lyons emphasized that the peo-
pi¢ of the Norih couniry were in a dif-
lerent position from those in Old On-
tario, when it cam> to Hvdro matters.

- Ia the newer sections of the Provinces
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(iieve were not the closely related mu-
nicipalicles to shonlder the burdens and
make pcescible developments as were
found in the old sections of the Prov-
ince

“You peonle down here” Mr. Lvons
declared, *“are in a haopy position.
Hydro is a good thing for vou. and vou
cd!l maxke a good thing out of it.”

Then he referred again to the power
fleiht 2t the Sault. and obiected to the
“incinvatiorns that the Sault people
have tied themselves to a great Amer-
1Zan corporation.”

“A grezt deal of the stock of the
Greal Jo%es Power Comp-nv.” he said.
“13 heid by Cenadians, And so far as

‘Mr. Insa’l is eon~erned b» is a Briiish
sub’2ct. He was born in London. Fne-
nd. end came to the States vears ago.

I met him er’v once, but on that occa-
sion he s2id that he vas a Britsh sub-
iect still, and thet a British subiect he
intended to remain. And <o far as this
great cecrnoration is corcerned. vou are
aezling with vour own flach and blood.
for he is still a Bri‘ieh subiect.”



