Friddy-
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;lnder the new law had substantiall;
mproved. This, he added, had throw:
D?En the questicn for discussion, ant
' 1:'Lhilf: h2 was bound to respect the opin-
| t?n of the two Conservative member
¢ was far from being convinced tha
fﬂ!}ditiuns were better.

'_I am open to conviction,” he said
: Oh, no,” gibed the Governmen!
ienchos.
4 “One thing I am convinced of,” ht
:.cnt on, “is that the new act has beer
& good thing for the Government from
1 revenue point of view.” |

ebrudry-
Next he fired a shot at Mr. -

bridge for his remarks on t .
tural situation, declaring that the Pro-
gressive ler had never “recovered

from an fpferiority complex.” Why
should Mr. Lethbridge “bewdil” the
agricultural situation in Middlesex, for
wacn't that one of the wealthiest com--
munitics in the Province?

Mr. Lethbridge spiked this attack by
pcinting out that he had bezen speaking
of South Bruce.

owell.” said Mr. Ferguson, “we'll

'study the methods in Middlesex and

apply thom to South Bruce."
“Will you say,” Mr. Lethbridge in-
quired, “that the report of Professor

Quoting the Provincial Treasurer's Leitch was not correct?”

pre-s2ssional statement to show that
A Tevenue of $8,225,000 through prof-
15 on =ale of Iliquor, permits, and
through fines from infractions had|
reerued (o the Government during the
last fiscal year, h-~ stated that it was!
quite clear that, had there be2n no such
ievenue, the Province would have 10°-

:;‘If- cred a deficit of millions of dol-
pIs.

Mr. Lethbridgs pointd out from a
Torcnto paper news ftem that the
Liquor Control Board had sold clese t6
$60.000.000 worth of liauor during the

year, which, he stated, was ﬂppfﬂ:ai% By csive Leader
mately 52,000,000 more than the Prov-| FOPNTIETD "S-

Inee had sp>nt on all other purposes,

schools, roads, administraticn of )jus-|
tice, Northern daovelopment, included.)

Incrcase 'n Drinking.

“An Oltawa despatch, dated July
6. 1923, stated.” he declared, *“that simce
(frr'.';lmnrn: control went into eifect
ihere has boen an increas: of nearly
200 per cent. in the consumption of
1011018,

“This statement 15 based on cus-
toms duties collected on imporis of ale,
spitits and wines during the fiscal year
ending March 31, 1927-28.

“Out of 144 cases coming before the
city Police Court in the City of lLon-
don during the month of April, 1928,

103 were for infraction of the L.C.A.

Liguor was the cause of 71 per cent.
of the charges laid.
“1 could weary the House with simi-

lar ctatements, and it seems that H*r;

end is not In sight, as the breweries
and distilleries are constantly increaz-
Ing their output.

“Thes2 are some of the things, Mr.

Speaker, that cause me to say thal 1
am not vet convinced that things are
better under the present law of Gov-

ernment sale, but, rather, are going |

frcm bad to worse.”
Applause for Premier.

When Premier Ferguson rose to speas |

the Government members started an

uproarious banging of their desks that |
| tory” session. Of course, said the Pre-

lasted for minutes. Finally, when the
tunmlt died away, the Prime Minister
smiled his benign smile on the assem-
bloae and remarked: “How can I help
it if it is a one-man Government.”

Progressive Leader Lethbridge. He had, ? carried aloft by himself, in control of

L

H_
!

0s.” retorted the Premicer, "
never agreed with it. It is unscund,
though full of wonderful theoretical prc-
dictions. And I have not much patience
vith people who spread . that sort of
propaganda derived from misleading
and superficial reports from allegzd ex-
perts.”

Mr. Ferzuson referrced to remarks
about the packing companies. Mr. Leth-
bridge should know, he said, that “what
torced the amalgamation of those com- '
panies was that thcy wer2 ncarly all

ankrupt.”

“But they've done well sinc=,” gaid the

Roads Expenditures.

H» had a word, said he, for Mr. Leth-
bridee’s “complaint” on road expe=ndi-
fures. Last vear the Government had
given $6,000,000 to counties and town-
ships for roads that generally tended
to erecater comfort and other advan-
tages in the Province. Yet 1t was
charged with being extravagant.

As for the requests for reduction in
~uto licenses, he declared: “I agree that
when the dav ccmes when it can be
done. it should be dene. But those who
got the advantage of the highways
should pay for it, and until we reach
that point we can't reduce the auto li-
censes.” But. ho emphasized, let it be
rem>mbered that Ontario has the low-
est licence fee in Canada, and it is also
lower than the average in the United
States.

Mr. Ferguson then turned from Mr.
Lethbridge to start his bombardment of
Mr. Sinclair. He had, h2 observed,
characterized Mr. Sinclair's speeches
in the past in a way which th2 Liberal
chieftain did not relish. “In fact,’
he recalled. “last vear I said it was per-
meated with pernicious anaemia, Now,
if T was to undertake to character.z2
his speech this yvear, I'd say he was
troubled with inecipient political paresis,
And it's said that that is largely an
old man’'s disease.”

Mr. Siaclair, he went on, when the

' boisterons reception of this sally had

died awav. had called this the “valedic-

' mier, the Liberal chieftain had set him-

' celf up as a nrophet many times. *In
. fact” he added *“he prophesied at the

| last election that the wicked Tory or-
He then went on with his speech, and i ganization would be wiped out, and that
perticularly addressed his first words to * the white banner of purity would be

he scaid. listened with interest to Mr. 2 alfairs.”

I ethbridee’s address. “But,” he added,
“1 decline to acesp! without question
manv of the thoughts that evolve from
henteatn that bencvolent old dome over
there.”

Mr. Ferguson recalled that Mr. Leth-
bricee had said: “We all think alike.”
“All tne Liberals and alleged Progres-
<ives liked that sentiment,” the Premier
centinued. It inspires me with the
idea that the honorable member {rom
West Middlesex has had a long, linger-
ine affection for the party he supported !
until he reached to beyond the years of '
‘mature and sound judgment.”
. Mr. Ferguson had compliments for
‘he new members in the House, for Hoa.'
Mr. Dunlop, who 25 years ago this
month was first sworn in as member;
for the Hamilton mover of the Address
' in reply to the Speech: for the secondery
‘the doughty little warrior from South

Bruce.”

Pariamentarians’ Visil, .

Then. going on to refer to the Speech
from the Throne, he regretted that the
Opposition had fell - that 1L was
“meagre.” Did il not refer to the visit.
nere of the British Parliamentary AsSOw’
ciation? And that, said the Premier,’
was a matter of great Imperial impor-:
tance. for such a visit and the estab-
-nment of a branch ef the association
~tvengthened the ties of Empire, in-
~reased patriotic fervor. He referred,’
‘0o. to the tour of Lord Lovat, and
not2d that when that great Imperialist
oot home his first-hand knowledge ob-
?aiued here was of great valine in work-'
ng out the problem of better migra-.
' tion methods toward this country.

-
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“But,” Mr. Ferguson smiled, *“the |

- white plume fell.”

Again the Government members

thumped out acclaim of this witticism.

The Boys He Left Behind.

Mr. Ferguson smiled en them benev-
olently. “You know,” he told the
'Opposition, “when I went to England

last summer the boys tock adventzge oi

my absence and said, ‘Call on some by-

alections and see how we get along.
Well. they got along all right: s% there

| are plenty of men to civeet (e Gov-

ernment wheather I'm here cr nol. In
four by-elections, you knsov, onc was
won by acclamaticn and the cthe»s al-
most as easy. I'm prcud of tite boys
I left behind.”

He had a reply for Mr. Sinclair’s
«tatement that cvidenes that this warl
“get-away session wes that the Con-
servative handbook is already nrinted,
“The Concervative handbook is being
prepared cvery day.” said Mr. Fergu-
son.  “It's published every day, and my
nonorable friend’'s acsisting it every
time he gets on his fect. Thet's the
sort of handbock the pooaple like,™
- «Now.” he eontinued, and emiled at
‘Mr. Sinclair, “den’t ¥cu thin': right
‘down in vour heart, frankly #nd can-
idly. that you have a pItuy rcod
Covernment?” ‘
* The GCovernment members a72in
ehorused laughter and epplauss. :
“Well." said Mr. Jerguoch, “that

. .ﬁsrms to be accep.ed.”

% «pDo you want an answer?” Mr. Sin-

gleir inouired. |

“i#Yes,” said the Fremier.

“w1 mav sav,” Mr. €inclair retorted.
at I didn't kncw we had any right

to. think "

“Unless my honorable friend thinks
more clearly ‘than in the past.” Ml'-]

Ferguson shot back, “he ch -
{ prived of that right.” ko

Meore Intensive Adminjstration.

Mr. Sinclair, he went on, had com-
plained that the Speech from the
Throne had ncothing in it. “This Gov-
ernment,” he expleined, “is trving to
get away from a multiplicity of legis-
ﬂlatinn. We belicve that administration
should have greater attenticn, and with
{ constantly greater attention we'll lessen
the demand for legislation frem year
to vear.” He was proud of th= fact
ithat the Speech contained only one cor
two outstanding legislative propcsals.
In the past, said he, the many

' specches which Mr. Sinclair had “in-| |
' flicted” on the Hous> had been marks' 1
ed by “lack of constructive eriticism.” |

' The Government bad told him this,
and so, said Mr. Ferguson., this year
' lie had come back “filled with sugges-
tions.” ideas that weuld *“‘revelutionize
' the Province.” |
| “Now.” the Premizsr reviewed, “what
'are they? First, he wants us to chase 1
- up department officials and gel reports’
' earlier. The second is he wanis us to
'get returns in faster. Then he wants
'a memorandum on oills to b2 consid-
ered. And last, and the fatal one, he'
'sugaests that we should follow Ottawa
in the administration of our f{inances.
God forbid—"

Another roar of applause from Mr.
' Ferguson's followers silenced him for
'a mement. He paused, smiling, and
'then ccntinued—*ithat we fall into such
a colossal and fat=l error.”

“you see.” he added. “the amount of

my hcnorable friend’s suggestions, The
mountain lzbors and brings forth &
. mouse. hos> are the four suggestions.
' That may bz the maximum of duly Ol
ihe Leader of th~ Lib2ral Party. bul
it is not what I ser thz purpose of
leadership to be.”
. Mr. Ferguson referred at this junc-
|ture to Mr Sinclair’'s charges that he
had dragged “political interference” into
the administration of the Liguor Control
' Act when, last fall, he had rescinded
'the banauet wine permit issued by Sir
Henrv Drayton, Liouor Board Chairman,
to the Ancient and Honnrahle Artillery |
Comnany of Boston, wh2 h2d b2en visit-
ing Toronto. and who decgired, aleer a
rustom of 150 vears, to pledzz the
King's toas' in port.

e I —

Cut Restrictive Principlr,

“On the face of the visgitors' reauest,” |
explained the Prime Minister, it did |
not appear to the hoard to be such an |
undertaking to issue a permit, bul
when they talked it over the Govern-
ment realized that such issuance would

cul. down to th2 cere of tiie resirictive |
princinls of the law.”
“Why wuas authority to issue such a |
parmit. ever put in the act at all?”
acled Fdmond Proulx, Liberal, Prescotl.
There might b2 occasions, said the |
Prim~ Minister, when the need for it |
| | weuld occur. Fer instance, there were .
| | religicus sects in the Previnee whica, on |
| | certain festivals, might ask for H. AS
vet. however., they had macGs no rée- |
| quest. -
| “My henorable friend from South On- |
*r_;-::'h:;‘ caid the Prime Minister, “can |
'call it interferencs, political interfer- !
| 'enece. or what he likes, but it was evi- |
dence thalb this Government intends to !
' sec that the act is enforced. Whenever |
[ see a Commission or Commissioner
‘undertaking to do something that is not
'in the best intercsts of the people of
il the Province I shall always be prepared |

( to make representations protesting thelr |
action.”
Sarcastic With Mr. Sinclair. -
In his most caustic vein, the Prime |
| Minister dubbad Mr. Sinclair 2s a man |
| who—in their flare-up over the s2me |
i question on Tuesday lazt—had not hadl
| the courage “to stand up and say he |
rither approved of granting the wine |
parmit to the distinguished visitors {rom
! the States er disapproved.”
. “No.” he continued; ‘‘my honorable
f1iend knew he dared not do it. S0 he
'slid away frem the question. Do you
yreeall his answer when I asked him if
'he hod been $n my position would he
lFave don> as I had done oOr would
'he have granted the permit? What he
<aid was that if he had given his word .
' that he would not interfere with the
ast he would have kept his word. Mr.
| Speaker, was that a ctraightforward
"answer to my question, or did it indi-
cate any dessire to be frank with the
Legislature?”




