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b - Thinks Method Unwise.
| | Colonel Price is inclined to question -
i the wisdom of the Insurance companies
u 0 n Sura Ce a eS making_ the increase in the manner
they aid. “It would have been very
much better,” he said yesterday, *if

: o they had come forward six months

a480 and placed their case before thos-

l e n eS l a e in charge of insurance in the various
Provinces throughout

|

Canada, s> that,

: If an increasa in rates WEre necessary,

; e Superintendents of Insurance in

these Provinces would have had an op-

n 0 U e rn m en r e r portunity of investigating and ascer-

¥ taining whether such rates were juse
lified. The fact that they have not .

i N - - done so forces the Government at this

g S juncture to investigate. To a great
Strong Protests Against In- ot & puts the companies on® the

: u2fensive.”

The Attorney-General inte
creases Lead A”Ornﬁy' that the caly information ﬁfaﬂa?mlen:;

‘ to the actual losses occasi ne
GEHQT&'[ lo HGld Iﬂquffy'cumpanies carrying on unzggdci?s&ﬂg

Ll AR premium rates is in the hands f th
. Undc' wrilers M usl companies themselves. The lam? dae:

Prove N ecessily for ™ Provide the Suverintendent of In-

——

| . 3 - : 2 _' .
ch surance wita authority to gather tnat

information.
“Thesz companies,” ha said. “have

Ssued >ublic statement whic |
COMPANIES READY e vesil i thos e v "o ¥ves |
| evidence t: ' 0 I h
TO SUBMIT C A S E actugllcj;* injcuizr'gd {ttli iiiistngyw?ﬁ;ﬁ:

they complain, or that they carry on
business sufficiently economically to

*1]° demonstrate thal tae presant
Announce Willingness fo 35o%ate that tae present rates are

- . ‘ Colonel Price staled that the pubiic |
S/lOLv Thdf fm,rea.smg was entilled to know the basis on

which rates had been incregsed. The

. ! .

Htg/zway [*!{I:GFGS {Iﬂd Government. he said, was anxious that |
. motor-car drive:s be given the benefit
RCbUHﬂﬂf LOSSGS HGUG of as l>w rates as possible. On the
M d B . other hand, care should be taken in
ade pusiness U npr{}ﬁf- Ontario, and throughout all the Do-
b[ L[ minion, thai nothing b2 done to under-

‘ aolc ,ndcr Prcsen{ mine the stability of the large insur- |

'y rirrg companies, which take so much re-
COﬂdI:IOﬂS 'sponsibility for various hazards.
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Sharp increases in automobile insur- -
ance rates which were announced last
week by the Canadian Automobile Un-
derwriters’ Association as effective from
today, Febh. 1, are to be Investigaled by
a Governmont Commission. Announc:-
‘ment to this effect was made yesterday
by Atterney-General William IH. Prico.

Personnel of the Commission will b°
named in the Legislature the first of
. the week. Meanwhile—in fact. until th>
Commission reports on the very thor-
ough investigation it will b2 authoriz>
0 make—the increased rates stand as
stipulated by the underwriters’ asso-
ciation. £

Colonel Price has been in mugh with
the association, and they have signified
their willingness to come forward and
prov: th?ir case before any “impartial
tribunal.” /

To Allay Public Anxiety.

Appointment of the Commission {is
bei 1g made, Colonel Price stated yesier-
day, “to allay anxiely on the part of
the public in this matter; if possibie,
to protect the motor-car owners from
what may be excessive rates; and at the
same time to protect the insurance |
-companies, wao have an investment of
capital and must be allowed sufficient
rates to carry on properly and to build
up resources so that they will be able
to pay losses from time to time.”

With the association’s announcement
of the increased rates, many voices—in- |
cluding those of th2 Manufacturers’ As- |
soclation, the Board cf Trade and the
Motor League—were promptly raised in |
, “too high” protest. Whether too high
or not, these orzanizations had no op-
portunity, in any event, to combat the
increases. _ _ :

: Claim of the underwriters’ aszo-

y - ciation was that the tremendous in- .

crease in mileage of paved roads in the &

last vears, with doubling of the number

of domestic cars and trebling of the

number of foreign cars opgrating over

them., had so increased the accident

hazards that the steady lossss to the

companies resulting had impaired capi-

tal to the extent ol making increases

~  imperative. |
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