DISHAL FAILURE'
* IS CODKES OPINON
OF REGULATION 17

Crosses Verbal Swords With
East Elgin Liberal in
Legislature

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING

With Hon. J. R. Cooke, Minister with-
out portfolio, using the Government's
strap on Regulation 17; with Charles
G. Fletcher, young Liberal member for
South Essex, assailing the Govern-

ment's attitude toward weekly news-

papers with an O.T.A. complexion; and
with W. G. Medd (Progressive, South
Huron) advocating no liquor permits
for holders of motor-driving licenses, the
debate in the Legislature was advanced
three more paces vesterday.

Crowded galleries assembled to hear
Hon. W. H. Price lay down his de-
fense of the Liquor Control Act—its ad-
ministration and its enforcement-—
found Mr. Cooke “pinch-hitting"” for the
Attorney-General, who was a bit “under
the weather,” but who will be able, il is
- expected, to go on on Thursday. Mr,
Cooke batted well, getting the interest
of the whole House with his Imperial-
istic utterances and his optimism for
Canada’s, and more particularly On-
tario’s, future, and winning loud acclaim
from his side of the Chamber when he
tangled with E. Blake Miller (Liberal)
on the bilingual school question, and
forced what he termed “the humiliating
retreat” of the East Elgin member.

On Hydro Later.

Mr. Cooke had little to say about Hy-
dro, but that will come later, when he
speaks on the estimates.

At some length Mr. Cooke discussed

Canada's future position in world af-
fairs. Regardless of racial and politi-
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Bilingual Question.

Then Mr Cooke turned to the bilin-
gual question. It was, said he, the duty
of the Legislature and the Government

to abolish any legislation that did not .

afford the same opportunity in pri-
mary education to every child in the
Province, and which did not give every
child the same chance of learning the
English language,

“If ever,” said he, “there was a regu-
lation or plece of legislation that re-
ceived the endorsation of this Legisla~

® Mr. Miller was silent Cooke
continued with his subjecifr'nylng:
“The report is clear justification of the
sane, conseientious method in which |
the Department of Education is try-
ing Lo deal with the problem to ensure

that English will be taught in every .
school in the Province.” »

What did it matter, he asked, what
political party led the way, so long as
all realized .the need of working in |
harmony?

Mr. Fletcher criticized W. G. Martin,

ture, and yet miserably failed in achiev- | Conservative clergyman-member from

ing the object the Legislature had in!
view, it was Regulation 17.”

The Minister of Education, he con-
tinued, would have been derelict in his |
duties if, In view of the information |
coming to him from every part of the
Province, and especially after the Mer-
chant Commission Report, he had fail-
ed, to try and work out some system '
more effective than Regulation 17,

“A careful perusal of the report sub-

miited by the Commission, of whicn
Dr, F, W. Merchant, an outstanding
educationist, was the Chairman,” Mr.
Cooke went on, “will indicate most
clearly that Regulation 17 had proved a
most sordid and dismal failure.”

“Is the regulation in force yet?” in-

terjected E. Blake Miller (Liberal, Fast
Klgin) .,

“More Effective Methods.”
“I should think,” replied Mr. Cooke,

“that the question is entirely

unnecessary, because intimations have

been given to the House and to the

public that the Government is seeking |

more effective methods to gain the ef-
fects in which Regulation 17 failed.”

“Was Regulation 17 ever enforced?”
queried George Shields (Conservative,
LT'oronto-Woodbine), popping up from
the seat temporarily vacated by F. W,
Wilson (Conservative, Windsor East).

“I11,”” began Mr. Cooke, ‘“‘the honor-
able member from—ah—ah-—-Oh, I've
forgotten.”

“From Woodbine,” piped up the “pep-
py" Mr. Shields.

“Well,” Mr. Cooke continued, “if any
one will take the trouble to spend two
or three hours studying the Merchant
Commission report he will get a clear
idea of why it could not be enforced,
and why good results could not be se-
cured.”” He quoted extracts from the
report pointing out the desire of French-

' Brantford, for “slighting” references to

Premier King and Hon. Vincent Mas-
Eey, Canadian Minister a! Waching-
on.

Praises Services of Mr. Massey.

“"Down in my section of the Province,
which 1s close to the border,” said Mr.

' Fletcher, “I believe that there is una-

nimity of opinion that it is highly de-
sirable that Canada should have of-
ficial representation in the United
States. During the course of the past
summer, when changes in the United
States immigration regulations threate
ened to throw out of employment thou-
sands of citizens who live in the bor-
der towns and work in the United
States, the services of Mr. Vincent
Massey contributed much toward
straightening out that situation in a
satisfactory way.”

Mr. Fletcher advocated the lowering
of the license fee on a Ford runabout
from $16 to $9. “When,” he said, “a

' farmer places a hox on a Ford car.

that car is no harder on the roads
Ehan a touring car, which pays the $9
ee.”

Mr. Fletcher charged that the party
patronage system had crept not only
into Liquor Control Act appointments,
but into Government advertising. Many
weekly newspapers the past year had,
he said, been cut off the Government’s |
advertising list. He quoted from The
Essex Free Press to the effect that
newspapers which had supported the

O.T.A. in the last election had been
“blacklisted.”

“Ridiculous Situation.”

“The weekly press,” submitted Mr.
letcher, “is not political, and there-
fore snould not be subject to the pat-
ronage system. It seems to me to be
a ridiculous situation that when, for
exarap'», a Sheriff wishes to advertise
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