Mr. Eelanger began his digcussion
of the “bilingual"” question with the
statement thst, whatever might be

sai1 of him, he could not be called | wag because there

“coward.” The findings of the Mer-
chant Committee in its last inquiry
“ad conformec  “to the hilt” with
representations made by him in the
House in 1925, “A pew start,” he
gaid, “has been made.
open. 1 trust that the Government
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Mr, Belanger replied vigorously.
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If, said he, there was anything
wrong in Russell and Prescott, it
was a lack of
properly trained teachers—educa-
tionists trained to teach both Eng-
lish and French. In Essex, he went

- on, with teachers recruited from the

| Sandwich tral
The door is { i

ning school, if the
pupils were progressing in English.

wW. G. Martin (Conservative,

| Brantford) censured Liberal lLeader

Sinclair for stating that he could not
find much meat in the Speech from

wi.! not be content to halt
threshold."”

Last year, he maintained, Ontario
with other coun-

stepped Into line

on the

, own mother
asset of theijr
‘lost to them. ™

fongue,
mother
he

'The great
Inuguage s
added.
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groups”’ with which to deal. While 18 no reason why thev should los
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that Ontario was not a bi-
lingual Province, he wished to point

that asset while your children in
: Your high schools are making futile
Ieffm'rs to learn that language.

out that it was—in fact, if not In Tl " .

law. One-tenth of the population, q_}l ¢ he E‘E”"“"“Eﬂ- there are
he said, was IFrench, Citing treaties | ‘I'"l'fllﬂ](;i 1;1 bd;ﬂ‘tﬂrn Ontario where
creating Czechoslovakin and other “:}:EI‘B - E’lr v I!gd Dliﬂpt‘:rly tﬂllgtlt.
new countries estahlished after the aul ¢ E_‘ € proaucing F”'} Eood re-
World War., he exnlained that in | SUit8 as you in your public schools

cach countrv the rights of minority
hv

national grouns are nrotected
ruarantees that their ehildren «should

without losing our mother tongue, |
we have nothing to be grateful for !
to the succession of (Governments
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he taught. in their earlv vears the 2Nd Departments of Education. But
rht, 1 . that development was through our
lanenare of the home. bnt that the own efforts."
State micht Aeevee comnleory tni- RN e i o
tion ir the official language of the Replyving to Government querles
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count "Regulation 17, .where it has heen
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“Surely, said Mr. Belanger  “if’| ' : 1
s v, 8i Mr., Belanger, | He voiced the thought: It wonld
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while in his opinion. the evils o1 the |

17 arrancement had

nor ohieciives reach-

old Regulation
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ed, French-Canandians co-operatoed
“Iimmediately and s=spontaneounsly”
with the recent chance—"not.,'"” he
said, “"becaunse we believe that all
our prohlems are <solved, but becanee
we helieve that we have nt la=t
acthievel » commnn oroiinhd from
which teo direct an inauiry townrd
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Ontarin.”
Lavea Secord in Freneh,

Col J. A, Currie, Toronto-St. Pat-
, rick’s, asked what objective the Rus-
sell member had in mind.

' “1 don’t mind telling vou." came
the prompt repiy. “Our children
should haye with your children an
equal opportunity  to acquire an
equal education, and a mental and
moral foundation, When we are try-
ing to imbhue our children with the
history of the country., we do not
want them hampered with the par-
tienlars of a lanzuage thev at that
age, mnset know ifmperfectly.” The

sdme argument, he said, could be ap-
Plied to the teaching of geography.
He cited the story of Laura Secord
48 one which—if its value and its
Spirit were to live—had to be told
in an impressionistic manner to the
youth—in a manner which details
from the English instruction book
cuu}d not achieve.

“Then you think it should
taught in French?’ asked
Shields, Toronto-Woodbine.

“Exactly that,” said Mr. Belanger.
“It should be taught in the langua=c
the child best understands.” It was
his contention that history should be
taught in French, with the English
vocabulary given afterward. Teach-
ing of French, he said, did not inter-
lefe with the teaching of English.
any more than did the study of
French with the study of English,
As a matter of fact, he said. French
wag largely the basis of English.
Sixty-eight per cent. of the words in
the first column of the Speech from
the Throne (as printed in The On-
tario Gazette) were words of French
origin, (Applause).

“A bilingual speech,” smiled P're-
mier Feprguson,

From the Government benches
came a reference to the bilingual
report of 1927 and its findings with
regard to Russell and Prescott

he
George

question, as the Commissioners hasi
done, to go into the whole matter
thoroughly before taking a stand
or action It was the duty of every |
member to be a leader in his com- !
rmunity, And having studied the
| bilingual question *on the ground = |
the members should g0 to their dis.
iricts and lead in gshanine opinion. |
| “Out of this, ’' Mr. Belanger con-!
‘cluded, *wiil come harmony A new
spirit, a better and greater Canndian
citizenship in  the Provinece of On-
tario.”

R. B. Kemp (P’rogressive, [in-
coln), eontinuing the debate, noted
that he was following the best or-
ator in the House,

Hydro Criticized.

Mr. Kemp brought to the attention
Of the miembers the subject of rural

|

school taxation. Then he spoke of
J P. Earngevy’s picture of the nien

on the outpests in Northern Ontarfo . |
There were men on the outposts in ' |
Southern Ontario——-farmers on the |
hack concessions. And such farmers
were not getting real bhenefits from

the rural Hydro extension. Mr Kemp
declared,
“If you were 1,500 feet from a

power line you couldn't get service
on one contract.” Some farmers had
lo put two or three contract mort-
EAFES on their property to get Hyvdro.
This, he declared, was a matter that
shonld be straightened out by legis-
lation. Harulets, villlages, reaped
venelit from rural Hydro lines Sueh
lines were ysed only partially for
farmers, said he. ‘Only a sinall per-
centage of Hydro distribution on
rural lines ever gets to the farme-
er,” he emphasized. If, he added,
things went along at the present

rate of pru"grms it would be a hun-

it was at the expense of losing their

dred vears before the folks In NOr-

. thern Omntario got Llydro,

Next, on the subject of old-age|
pensions, Mr., kemp .-:w_n‘fw.i Lhu._i
Government for its attitude., If}

charity organizations carried on the |

work, the Government would be

paying .00 per cent.,, but if the -'-ilta'-_‘i'*!
gested plans were adopted the Ied-

eral authorities would contribute 50
per cent,

Mr. Kemp dealt briefly \'.'it.}"lﬂ the
Government’'s liquor mminw:;ﬁ. : ‘lhere
is a ‘lLiguor Control Act)”’ saild he,

' v“put there is a question mark after

control, There is a ‘Strnn_;._: Mu_ni
but there is another question mark
there.”

the Throne. “Of course,’ said Mr.
Martin, “any one who lacks insight
may make such a remark.” He sug-
gested that Mr., Sinclair had been
wasting the House's time when he
quoted the Mother Hubbard rhvme
about the bare cupboard. In fact,

sajid he, the civil servants howling
in the new block were spending their
time to much better advantage than
the Liberal lLeader. He thought that
the Government members might de-
cide thelr problems over a game
bhowls

of

Bowline or Cancn<?

Mr., Sinclair wondered if bowling
wWould be more congenial for them
than the Inst caucus, Mr., Martin "€ -
iiut*iml that the last eaucus had
| been “a most enjovable affairc.™

Following dinner, Mr. Martin re-
sumed his speech to.a “thin"” House.
HHe expressed the belief that one of

the greatest businesses of the pres-

ent day was the tourist business,
and s=aid that “we must reach out
and get our share of itt We have

the goods, and we should make the
most of them, We have Commis-
«ions for one thing and another,
Why not appoint a Commission to
advertise our scenic heritage clear .
a¢cross the world? Every effort
should be made by the Department
0f Game and Fisheries, he said, to
‘mprove fishing in the North,

On the question of education, Mr.
Martin stressed the value of teach-
ing love of home, which, he said.
would mean the saving of the home
from *“the wretchedness of the di-
vorce courts of the United States."
something else that had to be done.
he said, was to create in the pupils
a proper love of country.

Disagrees With ‘Belﬂnger.

Mr. Martin was unable to agree
with Mr Belanger that Ontario was
a bilingual Province. If the popu-
lation was split 50-50, such might
be the case, but with one-tenth
French and the remainder English,
“the pecple,” he said, “must learn
English.

“"Whatever policy the Government
adopts,” he sa'd, 'the fundamental
statute niust remain unaltered. The
schools must be taught English—no
bluff about it.”

While agreeing with the Russell
member that teaching of history
should not be hampered by difficul-

ties of language, he feared that
many puplls who did not take up
English  when they » were young

would not take it up later. Posszibly,
he said, this condition accounted for
so many puplls leaving schoo! in
French-speaking counties to the
east with practically no knowledge
of the English language.

Mr., Martin sat down. Then rose
again to move his amendment., which
was seconded by J. F. Reid (Con-
servative, Windsor West), and read
as follows: *“That all the words in
the amendment after the first word
‘that’ be struck out and the follow-

ing substituted therefor: ‘The fol-
lowing clause be added to the Ad-
dress: "“This House receives with

satisfaction the announcement that
steps are belng taken to gather in-.
formation regarding the better care
of our dependent aged population, |
s0 that the people of the Province
may have a proper understanding
of the importance of this great prob-
lem and of the financial obligation
lo be assumed by them under a plan
of old-age pensions, framed to meet
the needs of this Province and to
receive the approval of this Legis-
lature.” "

5. Blake Miller (Liberal. Fast
Elgin) moved the adjournment of)
the debate.

It will resume next Tuesdav.



