MONDAY LIKELY DATE
FOR SECOND READING

OF NEW LIQUOR BILL

French-Canadians Fifth
Public Speech in English
Greeted by Desk-Banging

PLEA FOR BEER BY GLASS
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control Dbill would probably be
oiven on Monday nexid.

Then comes the battle of discuc-
sion, which will rage when the

1fouse in Committee deals with the
measure section by section, What
with and the volume of othoeo

legislation to be handled, next week
will be a busy one—wiih, as ihe
Premier announced Jjust before ad-
journment yesterday — night
sions on Monday, Tuesday, Wednc:-
day and Thursday, as well as the
sittings every atlernoon.
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Debate Continpued.

Yesterday afternoon L. W. OLe¢
(U.F.0., East Lambton) and 'L, L.e-
eault (Liberal, Sturgeon Falls), con-
finued the debate on second reading
of the ligquor bill,

While Mr. Oke gave a lengihy ex-
planation as to why and how he
would oppose the control bill, Mr,
L.egault announced his alliance with
the “wet"” wing of the Liberal party,
and made a plea for the sale of beer
at 5 cents a glass ‘“for the sake of
the poorer workingmen of the Prov-
ince.”” The French-Canadian meni-
ber adjourned the debate, to continue
Monday.

Mr. Oke said that while the pro-
posed Government-control system re-
sulted from the mandate of & ma-
jority of voters of the Province, he
represented a dry riding, and as such
a representative felt duty hound to
oppose the bill. He thought that the
Progressive amendments were ‘“‘not
in order.” and should have been in-
troduced in eommittee.

“Yet,” said he, “if I vote against
the amendments, it will mean sup-
port of the bill. So to setile dis-

pute,” he declared, “I'll support the
amendments.”
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service From Friends.

He spoke of objections that ap-
pointments by the board had not
been taken *‘‘out of politics,” that
the staffing of the liquor-contiol
system might become a matter of
patronage. He felt that the Govern-

ment had every right to employ
their friends, “for,” he said, *‘you
can't get the service f{rom your

political enemies.”

Mr. Legault, a necw member in the
House, took the occasion, as it was
his maiden speecch, to stray from a
striet discussion of the second reod-
ing of the bitl.

He extended congratulations fto
new appointees In the House, felici-
tations to the veteran legisintors
wio had extended the helping hand
to the necophytes. He recalled mo-
ments in the previous debates by his
picturesque references Lo the wealth
and future of Northern Ontario.
And all was delivered with a
masterful command of words, with
]a. richness of phraseology, which
' aroused admiration on all sides—
an admiration which was expressed
in vigoroug desk-banging by every
member of the House, when the
French-Canadian member noted
| that this was but his fifth public
 speech in English,
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'Argues Against Carton Purchase,

' Dealing with the Government-cone
'trol bill, he pictured the position
'of the *“poor working man” under
'the act. With but a small income
'a week, such a man could not afe
‘ford purchase of beer by the car-
'ton, said he. Such a man would
buy a bottle of beer at the store
in the city, travel home to the sub-
urbs with the bottle warming up in
' his pocket, open it at home, to have
'the warm liquid “fizz away like soda
'water,” “blow up like explosives.”

“pPushed into prohibition,” he
. went on “neople have indulgence
'made all the more desirous. Every

farmer is educated today and makes
" his own beer. wine and whiskey.
' Some even gather juniper berries for
zin. The bootlegger hasn't the time
to get juniper berries, and he flavors
his with turpentine.

‘“The hootlegging business,” he
declared, ‘‘regulates the price of
rve, wheat and barley in the north In
many sections. A farmer there can
realize $25 out of a bushel of rye.”

1f the O.T.A., he said, was ‘“en-
forced to the very letter of the law.”’
vou would have to put the roof of a
prison over half of Toronto, ov
Sturgeon Falls—just as you wish.

In the old days, he said, vice was
centralized in the har. ‘“Today,” he
went on., “with the bars closed, the
habitues drink in seclusion, in hid-
den places.”

“Some may accuse me of advo-
cating a return to the bhar,” he de-
clared, *but T have a new scheme.’

His new scheme had to wait unti?
Monday, for with the hour at 6
o'clock he was called to adjourn the
debate until next week.



