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Hon. George S. H enry Says
Experience Shows That
Statute Labor Yields in
Efficiency to Contract
Plan, and Gives Details
as to Townships’ Benefit
by Governmeni Aid

DEPARTMENT’S AIM
IS UNIFORMITY

A

aetatled outiine of the LI s
nf thi ]'l‘*"-;:‘.'”-: [“lll' inent Ol
Highways was given in the Legisla
ture yesterday afternoon w Ho
George K, Henry, Minister of High-
ways and Public Works.

When second reading was calle
Tor a series of bills having to do
With the roadwavs of the Province.
Mr. ”Ph“}.' ook the oceasion to de-
scribe the affairs of his department

at length,

Mr. Henry referred to the passing
of the toll road system In 1926 the
Ilorence Toll Roand was taken over

by the County of Lambton, marking
the exit of the old order.

Statute labor was also rapldly
vanishing, Actual experiment had
proved that statute labor was only

about 33 per cent. efficient. and that
the work on the roads could be done
three times as cheaply by contract,

The extent to which the townships
had benefited by Provincial aid, he
sald, was as follows: 1920, $340.973:
1921, $708,486; 1922, $649.601: 1923,
$614,037; 1924, $635.940; 925,
$988,633; 1926, $1,270.000.
Sketehes Roads Systen.

Mr. Henry traced briefly the ex-
pansion of the county road system
Sir.ce the naugaration of the High-
way Improvement Act in 1901,
when a suvbsidy of 33 1-3 per cent,
wvas offered, down to the present
time, with the passing in 1925 of

legielation raising the subsidy to 50
yer ceat. At present, he said. the
mileage of county roads was 8,304,
inclading a substantial amount of
permanent roadway, such bhitu-
minous macadam and asphaltie con-
creie,

Ag for suburban roads,
the I’rovince contributes
cent.,, and counties and
cent, each, it was stated
mileage now totalled 693.

The general policy ot depart-
ment, he said, had been the enlarge-
Yuent of r units with
of securing uniformity., l.ocal,
had developed
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or township, roads
into county roads, and these in turn
bhad become Provincia! hizhways.
Centralization of control had been
growing., with the result that more
uniformity was being obtained. Al-
together the total milecage of the
various roads was over 2,000
TJotal expenditure on these roads
was $151.672.812.506, mad Up as
Tollows: County road $711. 777,
641.89; township roads, $21,404.-
913.62;: Provincial highways, 998,-
490,812 04,

It was significani of the trend of
road legislation) he declared, that
the Province had borne more thuan

half the burden, having spelit $8,-
678,699 more thin the counties and
tovnships. In 1925 the total expen-
diture on the various systems
amounted to $16,599. 201,99, while In

1926 the amount sgpent was »lo,-
064,756.93, unfavorable weather re-
étricting the program that nad

been mapped out.

000,000,

the object !

Sources of Revenue,

Speaking of sources of revenue to
meet these expenditures, Hon. Mr
Henry referred to the sasoline l;l‘-."
For the fiscal vear ending Oct, I‘.‘!J
1926, gross revenue from the 1'1.‘-:
was $3,633,744.82., while 157,054 .-
26 s given back in rebates,

s

leaving net revenue of 22,376,690.50.
There were indications, he said, that
a still larger revenue would be de-
rived from the tax during the cur-
rent year. The increase in Novem-
ber over the same month in 1925
was $59,000, while the inecrease in
December was $25.500. These, he
noted, were low months of consumup-
tion, and it was estimated that there
should be an increase, ts kKing into
account Increased automobile
trations, of $400,000, which wolld
bring the revenue for 1926-27 o $q .
750.000. |

Revenue from motor vehicle regis-
rations, he noted, was $6,415.713.05

for the last fiscal vear. The M n
items in this figure were: Automo-
bile I‘I"!'I'II“F. -"ii.'m_fl':'..',-l',f]".-"'sﬂ: Ol -
mercial permits, $1.079.656.02 aned
public vehicles, $87 085.26 Owing
to the $5 reduction in license feeos
there would be a drop in this reveniie

during the coming year of about ¢1 .-
500,000, as 342,992 cars wer

E I'cgfly-
tered last year, This would be off-
Bet to some extent. however bhv (an
increase in registration. |

Hnt't-l_*_ﬂru-r‘- wias made to the in-
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CPease In motor busses, On Dec. 31,
1926, there were licensed in Ontario

| 110 operators, with 340 vehicles.
having an estimated walue of 0,

Ontario ,-\ast*ﬁimvnt :

The assessmnent of Ontario for
vroad purposes, Hon, Mr. Henry point-
ed out, was $2,759,851,641, on which
a 21.-mill rate would produce §6,-
899,627 annually. The cities and
scparated towns would pay 61.5 per
cent,; the townships 28 per cent. and
the towns and villages 10.5 per cent.
The main burden would fall on To-
ronto, which would have to pay $2,
168000, or 31 per cent. Hamilton
would contribute 2376,000: Ottawa,
$3563.800: London, $178,000 and
Windsor $158,000. These five citles
alone would pay $3,252,800, or about

46 per cent,
More Money for Counties,

When Mr. Henry had concluded
I5. Proulx (Liberal, Prescott) sug-

gested that, if the Government took
over the maintenance costs with
which the counties are assessed, the
counties would have more funds to
build roads. The mileage would be
extended, said he, and so the Gov-
ernment might wait a vear or two
‘before extending the roadwork, take
over the county maintenance, and
Istill have the same result,

Second reading was then given
to three highway measures, which
‘had been explained in the House on
previous occasions, namely, the
amendment to the Highway Im-
provement Act, 1926;: the amendment
to the Highway Traffic Act, 1923, and
the amendment to the Public Ve.
hicles Act, 1923.

Mining Measurces,

Second reading was also given yes-
terday to Government measures to
reviso and consolidate the mining
laws of Ontario, to amend the Min.

_Ing Tax Act, and to confirm an agree-

ment between the Township of Stam-

ford and the Hydro Power Commis-

sgion, and also to seven private bills.
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l.ast year these huses con- !
tributed 287,000 to the Treasury.,

[0 MAKE PROTEST
UN CANAL CHARTER

Prime Minister to Introduce
Resolution Which House Is
Expected to Support

'MR. RANEY IS FAVORABLE

= Temm= 1

Sa'ys He Agrees With Pre-
mier That Provincial Rights
Are Endangered

—I-H—-.______

The Ontario Legislature will short-
ly endorse, it ijs believed, Premier
Ferguson's protest against the re-
newal by the Dominion Parliament
of charter rights to the Sifton in-
terests for the canalization of the
water route through the Ottawa
River to the Georgian Bay, .

A query in the House vesterday |
from Hon. W. E. Raney, Progres-
sive Leader, drew from the Prime
Minister the admission that he had
in preparation at the present time a .
'resolution that would register an
emphatic protest to Ottawa from the
Jpemﬂe of Ontario. The resolution,
. Which he expected to bring down
on Monday, will steer clear of party
bias entire'y.

Raney Is in Accord.
Mr. Raney, in voicing his query,

declared his hearty accord with for-
Min-.

mer statements of the Prime
isterr to the effect that renewal of
the charter 1n question would *“‘rob
the poeple of Ontario of their
rights.”

“"While,” he continued, “I am not
in  favor of advising Ottawa on

questions of policy under the juris-
diction of the Parlinment of Canada,
when such questions affeet constitu-
tional or property rights in the
Province, 1 have no hesitation in
approving any action which will in-
dicate the attitude of this Legisla-
ture,

“1 am aware, of eourse. that the
statement of the Prime Minister of
the Province carries weight, but
there are 37 members on this side
of the House, who, I believe, are
also in agreement, and it is a ques-
tion whether whatever action be
taken by the Government, the voice
of all puarties might not have greater
weight before the - Parliament of
Canada. I would like to inquire
whether the Prime Minister intends
to submit o resolution along the
linc:s of the contents of his state-
nent of this morning, so that the
conibers of the House may go on
cecord as supporting such a state-
meant.”

Announcing that the resﬂluti{mi
was cven then in course of prepar=

ation. I'remier IFerguson said that
his issuance of the statement had
been "“almost an emergency meas-
ure.

What Ontario Thinks Abont It

“1 wanted to indicate to the peopie
of this Province and to the mem-
bers of the Federal House,” said he,
“the feeling of Ontario in regard to
imatter. 1 do not proposc to
bring in a resolution which in any
way might be taken as having a
pariy bias. My whole idea is to
malke an emphatie protest to Ottawa
on behalf of the people of this

Province.”
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