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. ""Where was that sorror a speeci —s
made?"’ interrupted Attorney-Gen- Should Keep Roads Open.
eral I’rice, in the absence of Pre- Mayor Balharrie of Ottawa, while
mier Ferguson. agreeing that those who used the
“That kind of a speech was made roads should pay for them, consid-
at Cochrene, among other places,” ered it very unfair that his city
returned Mr. Belanger, who attrib- should be forced to pay gasoline tax
Uted suCh !tatement' tO the P[‘ime fOI‘ ]tﬁ tl.uck and al“(’mohile (:_._.quil‘)-

Minister, among others. ment, when the suburban roads were

. : about four
Reports Baffle Him. closed to traffic for a

'1]',: Legislature was entitled 10 Months of each year. TIle thought
knowe beﬁ,f.ehand submitted wMr that the Government should keep
Belanger, where tl;e Government in: the roads open during the winter

tended to spend the $5,000,000 ap-
propriation. It was all right for thLe
Government to say that it “could be
got from the reports,”’ but, said Mr.
Belanger, he had looked carefully
through the public ac2o0unts, and
he had found little evidence of the
expenditure. He referred, however,
to one item of $3,736,000, under
Northern and Northwestern Devel-
Opment, which, he said, was n;ade
up of “small invoices for this and
for that, but for what purposa we
are at a loss to know.”

Going further on what he had to
say regarding “undue pressure” in
the last election, Mr. Belanger snid
that, from Sault Ste. Marie to Ot-
tawa, and from Cobalt to Moonbeam,
road-building staffs had been mobi-
lized for election purposes. And civil
servants who had left their employ-
ment, if not their salaries, were can-

vassing, he said, in the interests of
the Conservative party.

months or give the cities a rebate
in the tax on gasoline used by civie
services, -

In discussing the question gener-
ally, Mr. Henry reiterated the hope
that the Government, in the near
future, might be able to devise a
scheme whereby truckers and freight
haulers, in direct  competition with
the railwayvs, would be compelled to
meet a fair share of the cost of road
maintenance in the Irovince,

Other $speakers of the deputation
were: Mayor Stevens, Nlagara IFalls;
City Engineer W, G. Near, London;
Ald. H. Collins, Belleville; Mayor
NParker, Woodstock; Mayor Sleman,
Brantford: Mayor Mchkay, Galt; Ald,

(ireb, Kitchener, and Iarry Ma-
honey, GGuelph. Aurora, Kingston
and Owen Sound were also repre-

sented at the conference,




