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Government the beuncflit of its advice
on subjects within

guson, would involve an fx:nninm_inn
of Provincial records from the time
Without attempt-
resolutions

of Confederation.
ing that, he could cite
gent from the Provincial IHouse to
Ottawa as follows: One by
Hon. Oliver Mowat, recommending
changes in the Constitution itseilt,
one by Hon. A. S. Haray, recom-
mending appointment of Senators
for a limited period; a resolution
from Sir James Whitney, protesting
against the reciprocity prop-ral of
1911; a motion from Hon. D. Car-
michael, protesting against the re-
moval of soldier patients f{rom
Euciid Hall; a recommendation
from Peter Heenan for a revision of
the Railwayv Act, to secure passes
for Legislature members on all na-
tional railways:; a recommendation
from Major Alex. Lewis that St.
Lawrence River navigation facilities
be improved, and various other reso-
Jutions.

Advice From Ottawa.

Mr. Raney also wanted to Khow
if the Federal Parliament had ever
offered advice to the Ontario House;
if so, when, and on what matters,
Mhis, said Mr. Ferguson, would in-
volve a search not only of Provincial
but Federal archives. The relation
pf the Parliament of Canada to the
Ontario Legislature differed from
that of the Ontario House to the
Parliament of Canada, but without a
gearch of Dominion history it could

be recalled that the Federal Parlia-
nient had on several occasions in-
voked the power of disallowance,

had passed legislation which might
be considered properly belonging to
the Provincial field, and had under-
taken to offer suggestions through
the medium of conferences.
Replying to a question by M. A, Mec-
Callum (Progressive, South Bruce),
Mr. Ferguson gave the information
that the Ontario Hydro-Electric
Power Commission pays $§700.000 an-
nually to the Province as rental for
the use of water powers, Last year
the Hydro paid $725,000 rental for
the water powers on the Queenston
development, $§204,000 for the water
powers on the Ontario Power Com-
pany development, $73,000 for the
water powers on the Toronto Power
Company development, $79,798 for
the water powers on the Nipigon de-
velopment, $8,000 for the water

powers on the Severn River devel-
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and the bhill was passed iIn
The House then ad-
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Liberal Leader Makes Sug-
gestion in Discussion of
Raney Contributions Bill

MEASURE IS CRITICIZED

Premier and Col. Price Doubt-
ful About Value of Progres-
sive Leader’s Project

Hon. W. E. Raney's bill to
hibit political contributions by brew-
ers, distillers, certain corporations
and certain persons, and to give pub-
licity to their campaign activities,
got second reading in the Legisla-
ture vesterday and was sent down for
further consideration to the Com-
mittee on Privileges and Elections.
Keen debate featured second-read-
ing proceedings vesterday, with the
Progressive Leader quoting Customs
Inquiry Commission evidence in sup-
port of the bill, and with Attorney-
General Price and Premier Ferguson
expressing sympathy with the prin-
ciple of the measure and yet oppos-
ing it on the ground that not only
would it work hardship to men who.

of necessity, require the filnancial
help of friends In election campaigns,
but that it would interfere with the
voducation of public eopinion’” that
honest contributions cfiected,

pro-
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sinclair Also Opposed.

Liberal Leader Sinclair also object-
ed to the measure, in present form.
inasmuch as it did not include, as it
should have included, he claimed, all
corporations and _ all persons. Mr.
Sineclair thought that Vancouver
evidence on ‘‘evils’” of campaign con-
tributions, as recited by Mr. Raney,
had no bearing on Ontario conditions,
Tle also injected into the debate a
new note when he advocated com-
pulsory voting as the only solution
to the problem with which the Pro-
gressive Leader was endéavoring to
deal.

Cites Sworn Evidence,

Mr. Raney =urprised
with the announcement

the Hﬂum'
that he

s ———

would offer no argument of his own
in support of the measure, DX
would content himself with reuading
sworn evidence from the proceed-
mgs of the Customs inquiry at Ot-
tawa, and from the proceedings of
{the Commission that carried its 1In-
vestigatione more recently into bBrit-
ishh Columbia, -

“What 1 will read to this House
he declared, “"will convey a more ac-
curate picture than anything I might
tell yvou."”

“No, no,” sald Premier I'erguson.
“As far a< I'm concerned,” sald
AMr, Raney, “this iz no question for

partisan footing.” I{e proceeded to
quote the following testimony given
by Mr. Nash on June 11 last before
the Customs Inquiry Committee, in
reply to questions by Hon., 1. B, Ben-
nett: “"Hiram Walker & Sons, Limit-
ed, in the vear 1924.20. In an ac-
count in their books called ‘Protec-
ing Trademarkes." were charged with
itelns aggregating $62,900; in the
yvear 1925 the same company, in an
account in their boolks under the
caption ‘Proftit and Loss, are charger

with 299.137.50: Gooderham &
Yorts, in 1924-25. in an account,
'‘Sales Promotion,” are charged with

$69.100; J. E. Seagram & Sons, Lim-
ited, nothing: St. Hyacinthe Distil-
lery Company, in an account in their
books called ‘Reserve for Contin-
gencies,” are charged with $65,000,

Mr. Raney also quoted Mr. Nash
a8 8aying the same day: "On a visit:
to Hiram Walker & Sons, Limited, I
saw Mr. Walker., and 1 asked Mr.|
Walker if he had made a contribu-
tion to campaigzn funds, and he sald:
‘Yes, to both pariies.” That was his
exact answer.”

Vancouver Roewclations,

From Lhe inquiry in Ontario Mr.
[taney switched to the Vancouver:
wnvestigation last December, reading!
coneiderable evidence from records
to shicw, as he maintained, the evi-
ical contributions from
the “whiskey business,” and reciting!
extensive editorial comment from The
Vancouver Provinee, whiech he under-
stood to be an independent organ,|
and not a prohibition organ. The
whole recital was a condemnation
by the newspaper mentioned of the
conditions alleged to exlst
in British Columbia in the matter of
campaign funds from brewing in-
terests, and an appeal to the Parlia-
ment of that Province of : “What is
the l.egislature going to do about
the situation?”

‘And that,”” said Mr. Raney, em-.
phatically, *'is the question 1 put to
this l.egisiature.”

There would be no attempt on his
part., he said, to inquire into past
relationships in Ontario between
breweries and Governments. There
had alwayvs been from the party out
of power charges that the party in
power was more or less in league
with the liguor interests.

“T hesitate to go into this situ-
ation he said. *“That would be
getting ton close—"

“Ha! ha!” crowed the Government
benchees,

“To both political parties,”
Mr. Raney.

Need of Precautions,

smiled

Ontario, he stated, was abdboul to;
embark on a scheme of Government
contro! of the ligquor trafiec., *“That,”
he continued, “will put this Legisia-
ture in very close touch with one
of the greatest financial businesses
in the world. If this business is as
{t has been depicted, then this Legis-
lature should take sieps to avoid

anything that might cause things to |
happen to this Government that have!
happened to Governments elsewhere!

in the Dominion.” :

opment, and $613 for the develop-
ment on the Muskoka River.




