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Ref. crestation Policy
Of Far-Seeing Nature
Outlined by Minister

the five years, he valued at 5.
proximately $120,000,000. In view
of the fact that the Government
spends nearly a milllon dollars vea rly
in its fire protection for the industry
Mr. Finlayson thought that the jumn:.
bermen-—particularly those who
bought their tracts under the old
system that gave them Crown as wel]
as cutting rights to the limits—
should pay a more adequate fire tax
‘than they do at the present time. Ot
of this fire protection tax the Gov-

ernment last year drew a revenue
Proposal Well Received. of $306,119.51.
Mr. Finlayson spoke in the Ontario, estated A\r. Finlayson,

employs 1,001 men for fire protec-
tion, 52 of which remain on duty
all winter, The value of their equip-
ment is $750,000. At the Sault. he
stated, is what he considers the finest
equipped aerodrome on the North

House yesterday for the first t{mu
since he was taken into the Iler-
guson Cabinet, and his speech was
enthusiastically acclaimed by Gov-
ernment and Opposition HU[J[}DI'E'I_EI'S
alike, Liberal Leader W. E. N. Sin-

Hon. William F inléyson,

Century After Province’s
First Authorized Timber

clair and J. G. Lethbridge, for American continent. In eulﬂgizing
i~ - ing him ’ 8t I, in its
Sale, Skelchcs PTOPOSBd the Progressive group, paying him the work of the forest patro nhu?

capacity of not only spotting
fighting fires, Mr, Finlayson paid a
tribute to the foresight of his pre-
decessor in office, Hon. James LLyons,
In bringing the service under the
Government, and not hiring planes
as is the administrative policy {n
Quebec and in several States of the
' Union.

In conclusion, Mr. Finlaveon re-

marked compliments and express-
ing the desire of the two groups to
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of the work of his department, and
as
Great as Hydro”

"WELL RECEIVED
IN LEGISLATURE

‘the Government is launching. It
Hon. William Finlu}'snn, Minister

of Lands and Forests, took vester-
day—the 100th anniversary of the
date of Ontario’s first authorized
timber sale—as an appropriate time
to stress to the Legislature thi
!urgenry of the reforestation policy
ithe Government now proposes to
|effect and to sketch from his own
| vision a glowing picture of the pub-
rliﬂ'l}' owned timber and pulp enter-
prises—‘‘as great as Hydro"—that is
to foliow within the next generation
“,he operation of this rehabilitation

wrogram.

“This ITouse and the Province
-targe,” said Mr. Finlayson, spegking
to the second reading of his Forestry
. Bill, “must realize we have to face
a reforestation policy, and that we
‘must make necessary appropriations
‘from year to vear to rehabilitate the
timber industry of Ontario,”

Plan Is Outlined.

This Forestry
policy of the Ministr

di

is the
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terms, seeks (o divide 4 into
three sections for the puipocs of ree-
forestation. In Souther @l ' . io a
determined effort is to wide to

interest farmers in plantim . their
waste land. All manneéer o. depart-
menta! aid and Instruction will be
forthcoming, and as a special induce-
ment to subscribe to the scheme the
Government assures the farmer who
agrees to bear the expense of placing
10 per cent. of his acreage under re-
forestation that he will be exempted
of taxation on the acreage involved.
It is also proposed to depopulate the
Laurentian shield (Central Ontario),
which is particularly aglapted to re-
forestation, and to transfer
settlers, all expenses paid, to the
clay belt farther north, and there
provide them with land holdings
equal to those abandoned. Up where
extensive “stands” of valuable tim.
ber are still to be had, the Govern-
ment's policy will be one of “‘giving
nature a chance,” with the ever-
watchful eyve of the forest air patrols
ready at all times to aid in the fur-
therance of that policy.

the

flashed a warning.

An

.tons of pulp d

was his charge that a member of
the House would be sadly amiss in
his duty if he failed this year to
acquaint his constituents with the
aim of the Government, and to
bring pressure to bear . on county
Councils in order that the work of

reforestation, especially in South-
ern Ontario, where the Slﬂl"lf}UHHESE
of the timber situation is not so

apparent as elsewhere, might get

carly headway.

Must Retain Timber Wealth,

“Our timber wealth must remain.”
said Mr. Finlayson, in deploring the
fact that In the infant stages of the

industrry there had been no efforts
al conservation. *“Timber must be
treated as a crop and not as a
mine,"”

Governments had erred in the
past, he sa.d. Lumbermen them-
selves had erred. Money in good

timber that had gone up in smoke
Ontario sawmills, he contended,
would have gone a long way to-
ward paying off the Province's debt.
Old methods of lumbering, he add-

ed, had been designed npparen;ly
for no other reason than to invite
fire and disaster.

“One of the fixed policies of this
Government,” said he, in referring
to_the rapid growth of the pulp and

‘ S ————
paper ndustry in Ontario, "is to

i
f

stop the export of pulp as soon as

possible.” The first pulp woods sale
had been made in 1891, he said. To-
day Ontario was producing 2,600
aily, and in the next
three or four 'yvears would raise that
figure to a daily output of 4,500. He
was glad to note that poplar, whieh
long held second place in this in-
dustry by virtue of the fact that
Spruce Is extensively used for news-

print, was now coming into its own.
in the field of finer paper,
In this connection Mr. Finlayson

The Government
he said, was hesitating now to make
further commitments as to the ex-
pansion of the pulp paper industry
in Ontario, The possibility of the
market being unable to absorb pro-
duction had, he inferred, influenced
this hesitation.

Plenty of Pine Remains,

Leading up to a valuation of On-
tario’'s forest industries, Mr. Finlay-
son ridiculed the belief that white
and red pine were ‘thi
Ontario still possessed, he contend-
¢d, the filnest stands of
in the world, and even at the pres-
ent terrific rate of consumption, they
would last for fifty years, quite un-

augmented by the reforestation work
of the present day,

ngs of the nast, ,

white pine

iterated his faith in the reforestation
policy. No member in the Housec
he said, would live to see the results
that operation of the polley would
bring, but he prophesied a day when
there would be no more timber sales
—when there would be strings of
tate sawmills across the Province
-—a public-owned enterprise, as great
in its way as Hvdro.

GOVERNNENT QUERE
AND GIVES ANSWER
ONVARETY OF 0PI

Martin Mentions Plans to
Extend Ontario’s Brit-
ish Market

HENRY ON GAS TAX ACT

A detailed statement or
Bults and administration
Corn-Borer Acts of 1925 and 1%2%
wasg’ made in the House yesterday,
when the Government dealt with
qQuestions from the Upposition, .
G. TFletcher (Liberal South Essex)
wanted information on this gsubject.

The Government stated that sev-

eral County ouncils had passed by-
laws appointing ingpectors under the
acis, and that the respective amounts
paid by the Province to these mu-
nicipalities (or inspectors’ salaries
and expenses were: hent, $140.73:
Elgin, $16x: Middlesex, $96: Oxford.
$12%; Llan bton. $248.79: Norfolk,
$96.50; KEssex, $305.30; and Prince
Edward, $211.27.

D, J. Tavior ( Progressive, North
Grey) was mmformed that Stewart
McClenaghan, member of the Liquor
Control Commission, was a member
Oof the “Two Macs” clothing firm in
Ottawa.

$18,366,363 on Deposit,

E. B Miler (Liberal, IZast Elgin)
was told that the total amount
money on deposit in the Government
Savings Office on Oct. ol, 1926, was
$18,366,3635.52.
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