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When the Hearst Administration
had gone to the people after passing
the Ontario Temperance Act. sald
Premier Ferguson, it had deliberat.-
ly placed a referendum before the
people on election day, in order that
the Government be sustained or de-
feated on the temperance issue. But
although 793,000 people had voted on
behalf of the O.T.A., only 390.090
voted to uphold Sir Willlam Hearst,

“The Goverrment wanted to know
whether the temperance forces, rep-
resented or misrepresented, as they
very D_flﬂn are, by people who ]JGH;!
as their leaders, were sincere when
they *.laid they would stand behind
any Government that would give
them prohibition., We wanted to
know just how much sincerity there
and how much public
men could rely on the undertzrking;

these people w
pretended to be sincere In w‘hnt 1112;::

said. And we found withor
: 1t douybt
how niuch we could rely upon them."

Hearst Double-Crossed.

Four hundreqd thousand
people, h
sald, who leg the Hearst Guverr:'imeni
to beljeve on every platform in this

FProvince that the' - rohibiti
would stand behind trlr;e-munur'g?::

gave them prohibitio
(@nd voted against the - et .4

that election. Giovernment in

‘worthy. And, ‘*along with Cincin- !
natus from Crown Hill, men who had

lvowed their sincerity toward the
i'temperanrp cause lay for Sir Wil-
| llam Hearst and hit him over the
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 Fleming.

head with a black-jack.”

Fieming and Brewery.

Tp Mr? Fleming, who had said he
had no confldence in the Premier,
the Premier would retort that he, .
in turn, had no confidence in WMr.
Mr. Fleming, he said, was |
the executor of the late Sir Willium \
Mackenzie, whose estate owned a

brewery, *and if Mr. Fleming was to
be true to hie trust he had to see
to it that the estate multiplied as
far as possible. How in the world
could Mr, Fleming expect to win
Ssupport for the temperance cause
under conditions like that? When
he attempted to represent temper-
ance sentiment, Mr. Ferguson
thought, he ought to go out of the
brewing ' business.

“1 have no hesitation in saying
here, because 1 want it to get out
to the people of the Provinece,” sald
the Premier, ‘that prohibitionists
should not make the outstanding
feature of their organization intol-

erancp—lntnlerance of other people.
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lcontributed g0 much to the disrespect
Ifnr the law.” .
Mr. Raney=—We heard thart hefore.

|  Mr. Ferguson—Yes, and vou will
hear it again. 1t will ring in vour
TS A8 !ﬁﬂﬁ' as You live.

Mr. Raney—It will ring from you

{'all right,

| Mr., Ferguson—Well, you set your-

| self up on a pedestal as a paragon

| for all men {n temperance matters,
 and your methods did more to un-
 ermine public sentiment and hring

law Into contempt

than anvihing
that has happened since 19316.

Temperance Sentiment Low.,

Premier Ferguson proceeded (o
declare that temperance sentiment
was never so low in Ontario as it is
today, and, while he had tried to
keep it out of politics, the Conservi-
tive party was, if necessary, vre-
pared to deal with it in that way.
He was content to have the Govern-
ment take full responsibility for
dealing with the jssue, and content
that there ghould be no more

]

plebiscites or referenda.
Discussing the pre-plebiscite dis-
cussions with the prohibitionist and
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