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LEGISLATORS VOTE |
TO RETAIN CHURCHES
AS SEPARATE ENTITIES

' certain amendment was out ol or-
Private Bills Committee ! 4e and Mr. Nickle rose to an-
Adopts

nounce his ruling on the matter.
Resolution for Mr. - Crawford kept on talking, and
Amendment of Church

Mr. Nickle remained standing.
““The Chairman is on his feet!” he

reminded Mr. Crawford,
. . o “I was on mine first, sir, I beg
Union Bl"r Gwmg Any your pardon!” retorted Mr. Craw-

ford warmly. Amid cries of “Op-.

COHEMS'G’“O" nght to der!” he kept on talking, Mr. Nickle
remaining standing. In spite of

RQMH!H in ’tl Mother Fc;‘naéder:blehnnise. Mr. Crawford fin-
t he h :
|| Church and to Keep Its )55 That e had to say, declaring

again the motion was out of order.
Property Therein

When he sat down Mr, Nickle said
he wanted to make his position clear.

CHANGE IS FAVORED
~ BY VOTE OF 36 TO 26

“I don’'t propose to be hurried Ly any
group or body,” he said. *“This is a
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| great question, and the scales are
' going to be held evenly. 'There is |
- going to be ample discussion of thﬂ‘
principle of the bill.”

{ Mr. Brackin was active in his!

] L
Decision Comes After| ,pposition to the bl and nurled
| questions at many members support- |

Three Hours of Vigorous| ;. % °" ). a0y members suppore:
Di‘(‘-’ﬂiSiﬁn Marked by,' speaking and Mr. Brackin was ask-

ing questions, the Chairman mid:j
. . h 1 “Mr. Fisher has the floor.” |
ACI’!MGHIOH! Exc anges “That is all he does hold,” re-|
. T ' marked Mr. Brackin audibly, E
. —Parties Are Divided on| "\ 5001 s the meeting onened the |
> d Chairman read a telegram from the

Issue — Committee Ad-

Presbyterian Church at “i“i«'il"ur.l*ht'."llfusr'I
. saying that a telegram sent to the
journs to Report Later

e

L e

member of the riding, Mr. Sweet, by |
. five elders of the church, asking Mr. |

did not'

Anti-Unionists won a victory yes-
terday before the Private Bills Com-
mittee of the Legislature when, by
a vote of 36 to 26, an amendment
to the Church Union Bill was adopt-
ed providing for the preservation of
the three Church bodies ‘‘as sepa-
rate entities” and giving to any con-
gregation the right, by vote, to re-
main in its Mother Church and to
Keep any property it owns.

This alteration in the act, which’

was in the form of an amendment
to a previous amendment, was moved

- e

Sweet to support the bill,
speak for the church. Mr. Sweet,
explaining, said he had not said that
these men had spoken for the church
officials. He handed in to the Chajr.

'man a petition signed by 255 names
- of
' church opposing the bill.

Mr. Raney Also Files Petitions,

members and adherents of the

Mr. Raney then fi1led the petitions

- against the bill from the two
churches in Elora and Fergus, which
he referred to in his Friday speech,

and which, he said, he had omitted
to file on Friday.
“Gentlemen, the discussion is on
Clause 1 of the bill,” said Mr. Nickle.
“What is the effect of passing this

by William Finlayson (Conservative, | _ Y -

Fast Simcoe) and seconded by John {Llﬂuﬁﬂflﬂﬁkﬂ{. Nr. BOHR. ¢

A. Currie (Conservative Southeast p'liliI"[g‘:\:?ltlet']h'.itﬂliﬁt}‘::::'-}utl}:'le ?]‘t:ecfh:i
Toronto), and was as follows: . some bill, I}I‘-Uhuhl.}', would be re-

'l'l‘hc Amendment Which Carried.  ported to the Houaze,

- "“That before proceeding further
! with the bill the Law Clerk of the
committee be instructed
clauses by which the bill will be
amended by axdding clauses providing
for, the preservation of the Presby-

to draft’

The Keith Amendment, ‘
Mr. Keith, seconded by Mr. Lewis,

' then moved the following:

“That the hill be amended by add-
ing a clause providing that where a

terian Church in Canada, the Metho. | igﬁ%:;g‘*g?“ % nfmmﬁnn Pl;‘;—‘}f:;f;ﬂﬂil:
dist Church and the Congregational 'Uppnsed to uniting in asccortiil

churches as separate entities, and for
giving to any congregation the right,
by vote of its members, to remain in
its Mother Church, and to keep
therein any property owned by it.”

! with the bill, the assets of the said
]t:hurch shall be distributed on the
same basis as the census taken of the
congregation shows a percentage for

and against Union, and where the

am%};ﬂg;rﬁea, ztd‘hergm:r::!fﬂur‘?; th parties are unable to agree, distri-
Liberals and 3 Progressives ' By bution of all assets shall be made by
parties there voted a_ga!nati P 4 arbitration, and those opposed to

amendment 18 Conservatives, 3
I.iberals and 5 Progressives., Listed

with the Progressives in the affirma- if what he had been told was true—

i that if the amendment of last Fri-

tive vote is one Labor man.

The vote came after a three-hour
discussion in which the arguments,
pro and con were more vigorous
than they were on the preceding Fri-
day. The Anti-Unionists were in
much stronger force, and their ar-
guments met with applause, not only
from members of the committee, but
at times from adherents of the same
cause in the body of the audience.

A Warm Ezxchange,

Party lines were shattered,- and
members of the same political faith
commented at times on each other’'s
arguments without reserve., One of
the most sensational features of the
day was a sharp clash between the

Chairman, Hon. W. F. Nickle, At-|'

torney-General, and Hon. Thomas
Crawford, Minister without portfolio,
and a member of the same Cabinet.
Mr. Crawford maintained that

e

Union shall remain as a' Presbyterian
church.”

Mr. Graves then said he thought,

day had carried there would  have

been a revolution in the Preshyterian
Church—that members of the com-
mitiee who were Presbyterians
should have advised the committee

of that.
Mr. Lewis sald that he did not

think anyone present wanted teo
block Union on the part of those
who wished to unite. What they

wanted to make absolutely certain
was that a certain section of the
Presbyterian Church which wanted
to remain out of the Union should
be absolutely protected. .

Resents Pulpit Strictures.

He said he wanted to join in
criticizing most severely the strie-
tures passed on the committee fror
the pulpits last Sunday He said
had been approached in the corrid.
of the building and “almost thre
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