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Proposes Four Unit Classi-

fications, Cutting Urban

Representation and In- |

creasing Rural Repre-
sentation in Legislature

—Conservative

Leader

Demands Delay of Sec-

ond Reading
CURRIE OBSTRUCTS

NAMING COMMITTEE

Southeast Toronto Member

Sees Effort to “Gag’”’ Dis-
Dis-
avows Intention to Ger-
rymander—Refutes As-
sertion Group Govern-
ment Has Failed; Says

Had No

cussion — Premier

.~ Ontario Has

- Such Thing

——— -

' Ontario electoral ridings

' four distinct unit of representation

| classifications. His proposal in the
House vesterdav of a higher unit for
TJoronto than for any other district
' brought an intimation of future pro-

' test from Hon. G. H. Ferguson, Con-

‘ Committee

servative Leader, and a definite an-
nouncement of opposition from John

Southeast Toronto, which the latter

the official naming of the Redistribu-
tion Committee,

Unit Highest for Toronto,

As intimated in The Globe some
days ago, the Government's sugges-
tion—and presumably it will be
pressed before the Redistribution
by the eleven Govern-
ment members—is that the unit of
electoral representation in the Legis-
lJature be set highest for Toronto,
and lowest for New Ontario,

Cities other than Toronto, accord-

ing to Hon. Mr. Drury’s idea, would
have a higher unit of representation
than older rural Ontario, and older
rural Ontario, in turn, have a higher
unit of representation than newer
rural Ontario.

Although the Premier intended to
have his redistribution bill given
second reading without discussion
yesterday, his enunciation of a pro-
posed new principle in representa
tion brought from the Conservative
l.eader a request for postponement
of second reading. He desired
say something about the
Monday.

Blocks House Approval,

John A. Currie was much more
vigorous, Interpreting the intention
to be one of departure from what he

bill on

deemed the good old principle or
representation by population, he
sald he would not only oppose

second reading today,

House approval of the committee,

which, in the absence of the unani-
mous consent of the House, had to

stand over as a notice of motion.
The Redistribution Committee,

however, was named by the Premier,

and is as follows: Chalrman, Hon.

to |

' A. Currie, Conservative member for |

i

|

i

but also the

Nelson Parliament: Government

members (11), Messrs. Dru , Gra |
Rollo, Homuth, Heenan, - o

Oke, McDonald. Lethbridge, Johns-
ten (Simcoe), Taylor: Liberals (b)

o

Watson,

member carried so far as to obstruct {
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Mageau, Marshall,
v Conservatives (bH),
Nickle, Cooke, Price
Mac-

Meesrs. Brackin,
Clarke, McLeod;

Messrs. McCrea,
and Henry, Independents (1),

Bride,
Fight on Redistribution.

The whole tenor of vesterday's
brief discussions, upon mere sugges-
tion of second reading of a blank
bill, indicates a stiff

fight ahead over the question of re-

distribution :
vigions. Mr. Ferguson's desire for

adjournment was plainly tl}r renu?t
of suggestion of the four unit classi-
fications, and, presumably, the Con-

servative party will not be in accord
with the proposed differentiation iIn
repregentation strength in various
sections.

That there is a general recognition
of the possibility of redistribution
discussions resulting in a blow-up in
the House before dlssolution date—
May 4—is reached, was evidenced by
the comments of the Premier upon
Mr, Currie’'s obstruction move, and
Mr. Ferguson’s prompt demand that
Mr. Drury should not place the Con~
servative party in an improper light
because of it.

Suggests Four C(Classifications.

“The bill is a bill {in blank,” said
the Premier, ‘in moving for second
reading of the Redistribution Bill
“1 think that probably in considera-
tion in the committee, the committee
ought to consider carefully the mat-
ter of the numbers of people that
should be entitled to representation

Premier Drury's. suggestion of a | 'in the various sections of the Prov-

“fair and equitable” distribution of
involves |

ince. I am putting this forward
merely as a suggestion. I think
there ought to be at least four class!-
fications as to the unit of popula-
tion, because, of course, the object
of representation At all is to get the
views of the people represented in
the Legislature, and in the consider-
atlon of the Government. Obviously
there is such a thing as a metropoli-
tan district. A population immedi-
ately surrounding the seat of Gov-
ernment, which, because of nearness,
because of close touch with the Gov-
ernment, because, perhaps, of pos-
seseion of a metropolitan Press, re-
quires a lesser need for representa-
tion than districts not so favorably
situated,

Says Toronto Needs no Members.
“For that reason, I think our high-

- est unit of representation ocught to

|

apply to the city of Toronto, which
is close, and which, quite frankly,
would be quite well cared for with-
out representation. That, I think,
is inevitable. I think there ought to
be, In fairness to the rest of the
Province, a unit larger than for the
rest of the Province, because of near-
ness, and the metropolitan Press.
“Then the unit applying to urban
municipalities, urban ridings, be-
cause of not heing so close to the
seat of government, they are in need
of greater representation in propor-
tion to their population. They,
however, are more powerful in voic-
ing their views than other parts, be-
cause they possess newspapers to
mould opinion, and it is easy for
them to place their views in that
way before the public and Govern-
ment and reecive consideration,
“Beyond that, I think, we should
consider a rural unit for older On-
tario. There we must, of course,

take account of many complex cir-

- cumstances.
' any more than we can help, disturb

I think we should not,

county boundaries. Obviously we
ought to keep our ridings as closely
as possible forming county boun-
daries, and there should be a smaller
unit of representation than is found
in the urban districts, and smaller

than is found in the metropolitan
area,.

Small Unit for Remote Areas.

“And further, I think, we should
consider a still smaller unit of rep-
resentation for ridings in the north-
ern parts of the country, particularly
rural ridings in New Ontario, be-
cause there we have not only die-
tances from the seat of Government,
not only lack of a Press which finds

its way iInto the hands of a greater

¥
!
i

of Ontario electoral di-

R

Aproportion of our people, but vast

|distances, and interests scattered gyep
wide territory.

“I am giving that as my thought.
The Government has no degire to dg
anything llke a gerrymander Thys
is the reason we are referring the
| bill to a committee composed as it

N

The Premier deviated for a no.
ment to refer to a newgpaper odl.
torial dealing with the fallure of
group government, and denied thaq
Ontario had such a thing. Ontarig
he thought, had a new party, and no:
la number of groups. Hls assurance
Ito the House and country was that |
Ithe Government introduced the bij
in the interests of farmers. The!
Government did not desire to juggle
the dice to its own advantage.

Mr. Ferguson's Objections,

Hon. Mr. Ferguso. said that the
! Prime Minister, quite properly, had
lundertaken to announce certain prin-
}cipIEH thet shiould be followed ag the
basis of redistribution. e did neot
think, however, that was : matter
for the committee at all. “I think”

|

he said, ‘‘the House stould give
Irlirectiﬂn to the committee as to the
line that is to be followed and the
principle underlying the scheme of
hrediﬂtrihutinn. I think further than
that—and in this principle I dis-
lagree with the Prime Minister—that
' just as any other plece of legisl tion,
‘the Government has responsibllity in

the final analysis for the result, The
" Government snould give leaderthip
tand direction.

As to the Premier's four-unit

claseifications proposal, the Conser.
vative Leader thought that it ghould
| receive consideration at the hands of
Ithe House, and for that reason he
asked postponement of second read-
ing until Monday, when he would be
| prepared to speak to the new sug-
Lgeetiﬂn. The committers could not
isit Monday, anyway, he reminded, so
no time would be lost in consequence,
Premier Drury, in reply, referrad
!Tn redistribution procedure at the
last British House of Commons com-
mittee, when the committee decided
on a4 general plan and reported back
to the House,
Not a Paralle] Case.
ever, responded that that body was
a specially appointed commission,
| and the cases were not parallel. If
Ontario’'s special committee did not
get broad, general instructions, he
did not know when it might get
through with redistribution. Ie re-
iterated his statement that redistri-
bution was more than mere consid-

The Conservative L.eader, how-

eration of populations and boun-
daries. ' 5
“1 quite understand he sald,

“that the Premier was not using in
the literal sense the expression that
| Toronto should not have representa-
{ tion at all, but it is an indication
to the committee of what my hon-
orable friend's attitude is, and the
same with the other suggestions. I
don't know that his argument about
urban unit—Hamilton, Windsor, Ot-
tawa and other places—Is sound. I
can see at the moment some fairly
good ground for differing from my
hon. friend.” ‘

Speaking for the Liberal party, in
the absence of F. W. Hay, Sam
Clarke, Northumberland, declared
that in his opinion it would be un-
wise 10 commence dictating to the
speclal committee. They were sup-

osed to make a survey of the whole

rovince, in regard to all govern-
ing conditions.

Secs Effort to Apply Gag.

J. A. Currie sald: “An effort 18
being made to gag any discussion of
this bill, and it is being sent to com-
mittee. 1 want to say the bill con-
tains certain principles to which 1
do not intend to adhere, and which
I intend to debate on the sgcund
reading, One is contained in ciause
four, which is virtually an instruc-
tion to the committee 10 _insert
proportional representation in cer-
tain portions of the Province. The
other is the question of metropoli-
tan area. That is in distinct viola-
tion of the principle that was
adopted by this Legislature many

Yeara AEO. khak Wia fought out IR




