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Peter Smith Gives Interesting Details Regarding
Operation of Government’s Venture Into
Banking Business
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In answer to a question by W, F.
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had been paid or accrued in interest |
. The average rate of interest paid on !
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DEMANDS 70 PROBE
CORPENSATION WORK
DEFERRED BY HOUSE

Sparse Attendance in Legis-f
lature Induces Policy
of Delay

VARIETY OF PROPOSALS
il — i

After rounding out the last of thui
week's sittings with an hour and a|
half debate on a motion to a,u'thuri:a'
the Labor Committee to mmt.iga.te;
complaints against the Wnrkmen'ai
Compensation Board, the Legislature |
vesterday afternoon 1lived up to a
growing reputation for eccentricity
by voting down the motion on a
standing vote and then, after agree-
ing to a formal division, deciding to

reopen the debate and postpone a
division until next week.

This curious manoeuvre WwWag ex-
ecuted in a House which by the time
the vote was reached at b5.05 p.m,.
had dwindled to 22 members—two
more than a quorum. 1,

f

Various Views on Probe, |

Opposition to the investigation de-
manded by the motion of M. M,
MacBride (Independent Labor, South |
Brant) centred in the Conservative
group, the members of which argued
that the Government {tself should In-
vestigate or else arpoint a Royal
Commission. Premier Drury favored
an inquiry by one of the existing
committees of the Legislature, while
Hon. W. R. Rollo, Minister of Labor,
wanted 1o appoint a special come-

mittee,
The first vole,

by h}'en; an;;l na:sris,,

a adjudged by the SpeakKer Iin
;;:rr Jf the latter., R. L. Brackin.
( Liberal, West Kent) demanded a
standing vote. The result was aimi- |
lar-~10 for and 12 against. Nothing
daunted, the member for West Kent
called for a division. He secured the
support of the fpur other members,
necessary to make his request effec-

rather see the matter

but preferred that a s
tea of seven or

| and the division bells were set
Llj.::'gnng through almost deserted
corridors.

Decision Is Avoided.

Hon. G. H. Ferguson, Conservative

T.ea leaded for delay. Some of
Leader, B o whispered, “Stick to
it put finally both Mr. MacBride

and Mr. Brackin capitulated. Hon.

Peter Smith,
leading the House,

d to
he had wante (Liberal, Nipissing)

ceau
i&#hﬁﬂa similar ambition, and

confessed that
say something;

who by this time was

finally the latter moved the adjourn-
ment of the ‘‘debate’” amid a genera)
chorus of approval.

Who were the real winnere of the
argument is a matter for conjec-
ture,

Praiscs Compensation Act.

The debate found Hon. Thomas
Crawford (Conservatlve, Northwest
Toronto) vigorously leading the op-
position to investigation by a com-
mittee of the ILegislature. So far
“8 the act which the Workmen's
Compensation Board administered
was concerned, he said, it was one of
the best of its kind on the statute
books of any country.
complaint against
tlon of the act, then the Government
should be answerable, through its
Minister of Labor.

Hon. G. H. Ferguson supported his
colleague, but Premier Drury took
an altogether different view of the
question. He was quite willing to
have the matter go to elther one
of the committees, the Labor Com-
mittee or the Public Accounts Copi-
mittee. But he did not believe there

If there was |
the administra- |

WaS any need for an “investization’
of the kind which the member for

Northwest Toronto suggested.
Would Restore Confidence.

“The Government does
ileve there is anythine to
gate,” he said. “There were no
charges made against the board.
But there is dissatisfaction in the
House.”

The chief trouble with the act was
that the members of the House
knew nothing, or very little, of its
operations, added the Premier.
Confidence would be restored in the
minds of the members of the House
If the act and its workings were ox-
rlalned and discussed before a com-
mittee of the House, where all mem-
h‘eﬂ could follow the discussion.
But the act itself did not want :n-
vestigating. ¥

The Premier had received
ous letters from the Labor interests
and from the employers, which in-
dicated that outside the House there
Was general support of the act and
confidence in its administration.
i Hon. Rollo strenuously ob-
‘ected to sending the complaints to

Committee. He would

taken in hand

ts Committee.

pecial commit-
nine members be ap-

not be-
investi-

niomer-

by the Public Accoun

pointed and clothed with all the
necessary powers.
Prior to the deb i
; ate Premi
Er:g} answered a question by 31-
MeiNamara (Soldier-T.- rer-
di]?} Ln-::.hﬂl‘. River-

by stating that |
{ since comi |
into office the Government had El”:li?i

ployed 1,057 returnec
uflwl'limé} were disatflﬂdﬂuldiem' vkt
nciuded iA the usual Fri r
fernoon crop of private mlgi‘ib:;'fs'
bills which received first reading
was one sponsored by M. M. Ma
Bride seeking to empnw:e:: Hios rda
of ’PDIICE Cﬂmmismnera to
‘heir own nNumbers,
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AGCUSES PREMIER

Hon. G. Howard Ferguson

e

OF “FOXY" ANSWER

Wants Him “to Practice |
What He Preaches” |

GOT FACTS FROM PRESS

On Wednesday last in the l.egzis-
lature Hon. G. Howard Ferguson |
inquired of the Premier if there had
been a settlement in regard to power |
leases on the Abitibi River, and Hon.
E. C. Drury replied that there had!
been no settlement, The very next

morning there appeared despatchea';
in the financial pages of the news- |
papers to the effect that the General
Manager of the Hollinger ‘mine, |
speaking at Montreal, had announc- '
ed the receipt of a letter from At-
torney-General Raney assuring the
company a power supply.

Calling attention to the announce-

ment and the Prime Minister's
statement in the Legislature, Hon.
Mr. Ferguaon yesterday took very

Vigorous exception to what he deem-
ed the Premier's evasion of his
question. The House, he sald, was
entitled to frank statements from
the Cabinet on publle affairs. He
was astounded, he said, “to read
the flat contradiction of the state-
ment that the Premier had made to
the House. If we are going to live
up to the high ideals that the Prime
Minister and the Attorney-General
have set for us we must adopt a dif-
ferent attitude.”

In reply, Premier Drury sald that
the question asked him had been
whether a lease had been arranged.

His answer, he sald, had correctly
| It was true.!
' however, that the Attorney-General |

been in the negative.

the
that

Govern-
the mine

had communicated
ment 8 assurance
would get power.

Hon. Mr. Ferguson—-—Will the
Prime Minister say that his state-
ment was a frank one? If he will,
then I am satisfied.

Premier Drury—I cannot remem-
ber the exact question, but I regard-
ed my answer at the time as a cor-
rect answer. A lease had not been
entered into. ,

Mr. Ferguson—Most people's word
is as good as their bond.

Premier Druryv—And so the
Government’s.
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