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| Representation. Yesterday Karl
-Homuth’s bill to give municipalities
the privilege of having P.R. in local
| contests came up for second read-
iing, and was killed. Only eleven
J-members in the whole House voted
| for the bill, while on the standing

| vote the majority favoring the
gslaughter Was so apparent no per-
' Son took the trouble to count it.
'Only four Ministers were in their
seats for the -verdict, these being
jthe Premier, Mr. Raney, Mr. Doher-
!t)’ and Mr. Mllis, and they all voted
' for the bill, but their votes can
| hardly be taken as an indlcation of
| ' the Government’s mind. On all
| ' the Opposition benches the bill
| ' found but one supporter, H. P. Hill.
. Conservative, West Ottawa, who,
by the way, was Chairman of the
House committee a few Vears ago on
the P.R. idea.

Do Not Understand It.

L-ast week the U.F.O. held a cay-
'cus on P.R. as applied to Provincial
'elections. At the time it was
| rumored that the meeting broke up
' without any approach to a decision.
It is reported now that many mem-
. bers confess they do not understand
the principles of P.R.

Hon. Mr. Ferguson, in voicing the
vigorous opposition of his party,
told the House that it was common
knowledge that at the caucus an
 election was staged to {llustrate
how P.R. worked, and the Premier
and members got s0 muddled in the
mazes that they failed to elect a
candidate. Premler Drury laughed
heartily at this reported confusion
in a secret meeting, but he would
neither deny nor confirm it when
' directly asked by the Conservative
Leader.

But the volce of rural Ontario
was not backward in asserting it-
self. Andrew Hicks, U.F.0. Whip,
‘unfolded his long form and gave
the bill a few sentences of denuncia-
tion. He admitted P.R. was in the
U.F.0. platform. “Of course, this
is in our platform, but it does not
state the day nor the hour when
‘these things are to come to pass.
The platform does not say that par-
ties cannot change their opinions,”
confesged Mr. Hicks. Having taken
his fling at P.R. and the platform,
the U.F.0. Whip bluntly concluded
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'the party when he denounced P.R.
ihefﬂre a Toronto audience some
~days ago, notwithstanding the fact

' that Premier Drury afterward said

| he disagreed with him,

| Platforms as Charts.

| Incidentally, when Rt. Hon. Mac-
 kenzle King, Premier of Canada,
 argued that party platforms werse
merely charts setting the general
direction of policies he gave a con-
' venifeat excuse which doubtless will
be dragged out again and again. In
this, of course, the Conservative
party does not count, t¢hat party
not being handicapped with an
official platform,

About an Alliance.
Thomas Marshall,

‘taking as his text a sentence qr so
of an interview with a Legislature
. member which appeared in these
'columns on Saturday, to the effect

‘that it was not out of the bounds present Government.

'of possibility to see a majority of
 the present Liberal members accept
;Drur_v as L.eader and raise the Pro-
| gressive-Liberal flag.

. Mr. Marshall feared that some
' readers might draw the conclusion
'that this was a reflection on his
 Leader, Mr. Hay, and he said Mr.
Hay would continue as Leader until
the Liherals in convention chose
another Leader. Naturally the
rumors of a working alllance be-
tween the Liberals and the U.F.O.
contalned no reflection on Mr.
Hay, who seems to have fewer
enemies than any other member of
the Legislature. It was pointed out
in the lobbies afterward that Mr.
Marshall made no denial of the
political gossip in this columm of
Saturday.
P.R., the Government benches were
silent, Premier Drury smiling and
busying himself with his corre-
‘Spondence.

Creating a Lawyer.

The House gave secon
a private bill authori
Solomon Denberg to practice law in
Ontario, In itself the procedure
vas mnot of political significance.
but In view of the fact that a bill
4 ﬂ;gﬁtll:::ei: :iamaf privilege to Hon.

. 8- B n, formerly a Federal
F(I}alznin-nalt Minister, was thrown out

the present legislatiop
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assumes some magnitude. Den-
berg came to Canada from Russia
shortly before war broke out, going
to Winnipeg. No one questions his
educational qualifications, but he
cannot obtain his Jlawyer’s certifi-
cate in Manitoba because of a Bench-
ers’ regulation that all applicants
must at least have offered them-

selves for military service. Then
“he came to Toronto, entering the
office of Mills, Raney & Dewar.

‘ence to the fact that Denberg was |

|

[.iberal Whip.",Raney
opened yesterday’s proceedings by |the
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J. W. Curry, in opposing the bill,
first drew attention to the compari-
gon between the Blondin case and
this one, saying that Mr. Blondin's
war record had more than atoned
for any rash expressions he may
have used in the past. This re-
ferred to the alleged utterance
about shooting holes in the British
flag. Mr. Dewart made a refer-

working in the office of Mills,
& Dewar, which brought
usual indignant retort from

the Attorney-General that he had
now no connection with the firm.

Then, a little later, Mr. Dewart
referred to the ““Pooh-bah’’ of the
Again the

Attorney-General was on his feet,
and, looking at the Speaker, ap-
peared to ask for a withdrawal.
Hurriedly Mr. Dewart interrupted

|

to show that the word was used in
gsome modern literature in no dis-
reputable sense, Mr. Ranhey was |
appeased to some extent, adding: |
“Under no cireumstances do T
object to any epithet the member !
for Southwest Toronto may care to .
use toward me.”’

““It was not an epithet. It was a
title,”" returned Mr. Dewart. Mr.
Marshall, as a layman, also opposed
the bill, but when the Speaker asked
the question the cries of “Lﬂ-at"|
were quite weak when compared
with those of “Carried.” And so
Mr. Denberg becomes a lawver, I




