Defines “Little Canadians.” |

Hon. Mr. Henry’s reference in his
speech of the evening Dbefore to
“Little Canadians’” was sadly mis-
placed, said the Attorney-General.
“Little Canadians are those who

look upon Canada as a colony, and
who look upon Ontario asa subor-

dinate state, and who look upcn this
Legislature as an exalted county
council. The true Canadian looks
upon Canada as a nauon; loors up-,
on Ontarin as a sovoereign state, and
looks upon thiz: J.ezislature as a
sovereign Legislature, a sovereigi

Parliament.”
The judgment issued on Saturday

involved the .proposition that a
judgment of a court could hold up
‘any law of the Legislature on the
ground that the constitutionality of
the law was to b2 the subject of
litigation. If a judge could do that
in respect to the laws of the Prov-

‘ince of Ontario, he could do that in|

respect to the laws of the Parlia-
ment of Canada. If he could de-
lclare one law unconstitutional, he
‘could declare another law unconsti-

tutional. o

Establish Ontario Senate.

‘“This decision means the estab-
lishment of a by-camera system of
Government for this Province, the
’crea.tinn of government of a Senate
that will revise our laws,” said the
Attorpey-General. This Senate |
would not be able to initiate legisla-
tion, but practically be able to veto

it.

Since he had been in office, said
Mr. Raney, no fiat had been refused
in any case in which there was any!
proposition put forward that there
was anything to be argued, that is
between the Dplaintiff and the
Crown, not between someone else
than the plaintiff and the Crown
He read a letter embodying these
views, in which he said he agreed
with the views of a British jurist®
that “it is the duty of the Attorney-
General not to refuse a fiat unless
the claim is {rivolous.”

W. F. Nickle, Kingston, asked him
if he would have granted a fiat if
it had been applied for, but the
Attorney-Ceneral said he preferred
not to say anything at all on that—
his general proposition covered the

question.

| Not “a Little Body.”

The question involved in this bill
was not dissimilar to the question
involved in his Privy Council Repeal
Act. After giving some figures as
to the greatness of Canada, he con-
cluded: “This is not a little country.
We are not Little Canadians. This
Legislature is not a little body. I
may be called a little Attorney-Gen-
eral. I don’t resent that; I do re-
sent being called a Little Canadian.”

Wellington Hay, Liberal Leader,
referred to the fact that since
March 29, 60 bills had been intro-
duced into the House, 650 from the
Governm_ant side of the House and
44 by Ministers. There had been a
great deal of discussion on the legal
aspects of the bill that had been put
through last week, but what the
people wanted to know was if they
were prepared to support in the
Legislature the proposal to place a |
O per cent. tax on betting. The bil] |
heretofore had Leen viewed solely
and wholly from the legal point of
| view, and no one that he knew of
objected to the tax being levied,

Hay Supports Measure.

- _He said he had not had an c

om-
‘plaint as 1o the payment ntythamﬁ
I

|

o —
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per cent. tax. The Legislature
gamd the bill, and the Leglalatllﬁg |
ad been practically unanimously |
:.greed - that the bin should go
to the bill, and puoTy 1ad been taken
2 e Attorney-General
of the Province had asked f .
bill confirming the bill of 1ars & W
- He, for one, believed thaltaatth:eg;
glu right last week, and he believed
hiﬂ bulk of the people were behind
m. He was prepared to give sup-

the Attorney-General 0
u
{ willing, in al fairness, fg ttr;.?'tt ?:

'the people who believeqd they were

A

aggrieved the right to test out the|

laﬁlity of the legislation passed last

week.
After suggesting to the Attorney-

General that the proper procedure

on the part of his department would

have been to submit a stated case to

the Appellate Court, H. H. Dewart,
K.C., Liberal member for Southwest
Toronto, went on to declare that
the Attorney-General’'s measure was
an effort to legalize the Province’s
effort to assume Dominion powers

by imposing a 5 per cent. tax, where

the Federal statute specifically stat-
"ed the maximum should be 3.

‘:]]lﬁ Own Interpretation.
' The Attorney-General, said Mr.

« Dewart, was begging the whole ques-

tion when he sought now to amend
the law and to place upon it his own
judicial interpretation. He read
from the preamble of the bill, which,
he said, showed clearly ““that it is the
intention to ask this House to

amend, construe and reconstruct the |

measure which came before us last
Thursday.” ‘

' Mr. Dewart declared that no legis-
lation the Ontario Government could
pass would change into a direct tax
that which was an indirect tax, and

| therefore one to be applied only by

the Dominion. And when the At-
torney-General undertook to deny
forever the right of the persons
affected to contest the measure, he
was doing something that no Attor-
ney-General heretofore in the British
realm had undertaken. It was in
violation of the very principle of the
Magna Charta.

Will Grant ¥Fiat to Bettor.

Mr. Raney if he would grant a fiat,

the only recourse left to the Jockesy

Clubs under the new legislation.

Mr. Raney—Since the member for

Kingston has raised that question 1
have given further consideration to
the suggestion. There is no reason
that 1 ‘knuw of that, upon :lpplir.'u-
tion being made by a claimant hav-

ing interests in the matter, a ﬁﬂt1

should not be granted, a '
, an '
curtflin]}' grant a fiat. LT .
When Mr. Dewart presesed for an

He paused in his address to ask

l.
:
l

|

|

!
l
I

E

—

l

!

interpretation of the Attorney-Gen- |

eral’s concession how
. ever, he was
informed that, ag a jockey club had

‘no interest in the moneys of a bet-

tor, its application for
' a fiat woul
have to be on the point of the ri;h(:

»

said that the Jockey clubs {I:L'H.lld

combine in an applic
with an individugl? T

Mr. Dewart characterizeq the At-}

Et:;;:fly-General'g reservation as
Ing the dice and expecting u;r

T.'D plﬂy Witth }-ﬂu-u

|

Attack on Judiciary,
It is not a4 (question 6 the gyu-

premacy of .
went on. "Itti}:}E&lﬁgmlmum'" he

upon the indep
lclary. The q&s;?ence e Tak

deliberate attack




