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Drury Admits His New Hydro-radial Bill
“May Not Lend Itself to Province-wide !
! System of Railways”’—Claims New Mea-

sure Provides for Safer Financing of

. Itrojects—-—-Gives Autonomy to Municipali-
| ties in Operation of Lines |

-

! Provided the municipalities along the route of the proposed
Port Credit, Hamilton & St. Catharines Radial Railway revote
favorably on the project, the Drury Government will carry out
ite inherited obligation to guarantee the bonds of the Commis-
sion, and will exempt that railway from the provisions of the
new Hydro-radial Bill. Premier Drury made this announce-
ment in the Legislature last night in moving the second reading
of his new measure.

In an address of more than'

: ‘ g ' strangle the building of these rail-
an hour’s duration in the Legis- ways, nor t}!]‘}'ing’ to formulate a pol-
icy as to this kind of traction. He
laturei yesterday afternoon, the referred in passing to the question
' Premier contrasted the alleged of the electrification of the branch
' ; ' . L vt lgnes of steam roads, and said he be-
merits of his amending bill l1ex-'Ie>d that might be done.
frte | Mr. Drury reviewed the conditions
| Wlth the alleged defects of the 5 regarding radials that had confront-
act of 1914, and concl-uded that cd the Government when it came |
.1 s 1 into power in 1919, He said the
the Hydro  municipalities, Gfm'tiarnmeni; found that all the trend |
R . i of circumstances, as regards the pol-|
| Whate:ier their already ex- icsilthen existing, pointed, not to local|
pressed o inion i¢ railways, but to the creation of a
EJ it bp “ti ;’hd ddIIOtdl‘feal?:. vain%e-wiﬂe system. The Govern-
toa an O“ile-resl’fonsiablie agom?r?i S : ET%H:I;ViHEB&B-a‘E:’?é edli'gd ?Bt;t SE:'I’:(;E;? Ctt:.;l:fl{
‘ » H dmitted th hi | ing into competition with Govern-
S101. e aamil e at his ment-owned steam roads, and with '~
act would not admit of a Pro- hizhways, was a sound policy.
vince-wide system of radials, ' Gives Too Much Power.
but it would, he maintained, en- | The old act (by which the Premier
“able the municipalities to serve o1 e o oo T
hl | d d fi ct O ), he said, was gne
: t el_r ocal neeas qna soun .n- to facilitate such a project He
| ancial and a feasible operating - quoted section 6, which gives to the
| basis | Hydro - electric Power Commissioni
‘ 3 _ | the power to increase the issue of
B ekt GBOkS.in, OB ot on e o s " Sangerous
' 3 thou at was a dangerous
'position to the Premier’s bill, both ‘p:wer. %—Ia also quoted Secuf‘,n 11
{ofhthem dema.,tr;ldindg‘ to g“gw lfrqm ' which required that the corporations
o gggm i e which tbe YU (I it with the JRpSee S
| mission e necessary deben !
?;‘;niczitgaduti:;;;ljvtﬁﬂ;: Hl?i’f aﬂ-t»[e? and such further debieniturea, Oniﬂl’l:
_ : e .equest of the commission, as.m g
Sompeon afteed wioh uhe Fromier | Bldemanie o ey S A
| R e and improvements of rallroads, a
cellent bill, but he would qualify it - it was not necessary to obtain the
with the additional words—"to kill . ‘assent of the electors fﬂtt' any by-law
| radials.” for further improvements.

Edgar Watson, U.F.O, member for ko, “The municipalities,”” he said,
North Victoria, moved the adjourn- “once they voted on this project, de- |
ment of the debate on the bill. ivered themselves, tied liand and

foot, into the hands of an irrespons-
Ca}:;iB;:ldtO:::; Radsmri:.lzif' i speechl fible cﬂmr:;ission, so far as they were |
8 a ‘ concerned.”’

Premier Drury said he wished 1o -

place the Government on record as | _ Province-wide sScheme.

not wishing to hamber the munic’- " . The evidence, he continued, bore
flalmwmiin : ngrav:lao}:’m i%tth:ﬁi?gvisyt:u ’f; out the statemint m:‘gzb g tg?tl ot:}:i
'se(;-ﬁe I1]':he-ir ll::acal needs. The bill was ' hg{;’g:ﬁz fiislwigs al;ulflt and run to |
(ull and O her In any way for that was thelr true UOCHOt e of
| W : ~ ambitio
l?h?a building of electric railways. | Igu“‘g{i‘;‘;e'“;wi AT lectric  railways
: The Government was not trying 1O ‘that had to come into competition

'with steam roads.



