JOHN AYEARST
'MAN OF HONOR,

SAYS ELLIOTT

Former Provmmal
Chief Telis of Com-
plaints Made

MORE STARTLING CLAIMS

Major-General . M. Elliott
former Commissioner of Police fuw
Ontario, was on the stand yesterday
morning before the Public Accounts
Committee, and said that shortly
after he assumed his duties, a little
over a year ago. Inspector Hammond
had come to him and made state-
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ments that some of the men recently

iransferred under him,
with the enforcement
Temperance Act, were
Mr. Hammond had mentioned the
names in this connection, said Gen-
eral Elliott, of Chief Provincial In-
Epectior Courian and
one or itwo others. The outstand-
ing man Mr. Hammond had told
him about was Courian.

General Elliott said that he had
discussed this matter with the At-
torneyv-General in a €eneral way and
the Attornev-General had said that
it must be probed 1o the bottom,

Asked to Roesign,

At the end of June last year Gen=
eral Elliott had left on two months’
leave of absence, leaving Captain
Collinson in «¢harge of his oflice.
When he came back serious charges
had been bandied about between
Hammond and Collinson in General
Elliott's presence, and an investiga-
tion followed, which resulted in Col-
linson being asked to resign.

Just before the committee rose
Hon. W. E. Raney asked General
¥lliott if he now had confidence in
Mr. Ayearst, General Elliott re-
plied that he had confidence in Mr.
Avearst's probity and honor. “The
reports were groundless?’” asked the
Attorneyv-General, ‘Yes, sir,”” sald
General Elliott.

ILloyd Gordon, a chauffeur, forme-
erly in the employ of the depart-
ment, told of going up to Kitchener
with McCutcheon, the ex-operator
who gave evidence on Wednesday,
and having informations laid, Com-
ing back to Kitchener a few day8
later., he was told that ‘“‘they had
word from Toronto to send me
away.”” He sald he was given $600
and a ticket to go to Regina, so as
not to give evidence,
told by the man who gave him the
money, a man named Struck, to
come back in five or six monthg§ and
he would be taken o¢on the force
araln,

Was Sent to Jail,

When he came back, said witness,
Hammond asked him to work for
McCutcheon. Later he was given
six months on a theft charge and
when he came out of jail worked for
the department for a week in order
to complete the cases against a
couple of places that witness had
knowledge of before he was sent
down,

Mr. Raney asked General Elliott
' about the charges made in the l.egis-
Jature by T. H. L.ennox, member for
North York, and witness replied that
' s0 far as he was concerned they
" were not strictly in accordance with
the facts,
after witness took over his duties
Inspector Harnmond had come tu
him and made a statement that per-
turbed him exceedingly. It was to |
the effect that some of the men

under witness, having to do with the’
enforcement of the Ontario Temper-
ance Act, were disloyal,

After the Attorney-General had
told him to probe the charges to

the bottom he had several confer-
ences 1_rlth Hammond,

having to do

Avearst, Mr

He had beenr

of the f}nt.ul‘iul
disloyal.

About a fortnight or so .

 Hammond Re-ponllhle
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- pellant to him.
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He said that, while he did not
wish to disclaim responsibility, he

“must hold Mr. Hammond responsible

for the duty of looking after the
apecial operators. He said that
after he came to the department he
got his first insight into the sordid
methods detectives had to use to get
their quarry. It was new and re-
He said that one
or two reports on the matter did
come in to him, but he did not read
them before he left in June for his
leave of absence.

Regarding McCutcheon’s reports
to Hammond, witness said he re-
ferred them to a legal officer, Mr.
Middleton, and the latter rﬁpurted
verbally that he did not think the |
reports were of any use to conviet
the people suspected, owing to the
character and antecedents of a nnndl
many of the witnesses who had to
be called. On September 2% he sent
a memo to James Hales, Chairman,
of the l.cense Board, saying thm.

the idea of employing persons ¢ .
on bail was objectionable. He g.id

" that every time a case was reported
"to him of a man being

crooked, the
man wae ordered to bhe “‘thrown

out.,”

Advises Using Care.

Mr. Ranev then read the various
memos he had sent from time to
time to Gen. Elliott, emphasizing
that care should be taken in ascer-
taining the character of men em-
ployed.

Mr. Raney then read a memo of
his, dated November 2 last, suggest-
ing the advisability of doing away
with spotters. Conferences were
held with inepectors on this, and
Gen. Elliott said it was decided, on
their advice, that this could not be
done entirely. Mr. Raney read from
another memo, sent on February
15, in which the Attornev-General
suggested a paragraph in the regu-
lations that an employee drunk, on
or off duty, should be dismissed.
“There was no question as to the
policy of the department on this
matter of emplovment?” the Attor-
nev-General asked. “None what-
ever,’ said witness,

Mr. Raney then read from a re-
port in an evening paper of Mr.
Lennox’s charge in the House that
‘thugs and criminals’’ were kept,
“and were being kept today' in the

enforcement of the OT.A. ‘Do vou
know anvthing to support that
statement?’”’ asked Mr. Raney. "Not
to my knowledge,” said witness,

No One Forced In.

“Did T impose anybody on you vou
did not want to employ, or retain
anybody in your department you
wanted to dismiss?”’ “No.”

Told to Watch Brother.

Samuel McCutcheon, a brother of
the other McCutcheon who has been
on the stand for several days,
caused some amusement when he
told the committee that Courian
had said to him: “I'll give you some
good advice. You look for Mec-
Cutcheon for me.” “So,” said wit-
ness, “l used 1o g0 out and look fur
him.’

Witness said that <Courian had
threatened to work a ‘'‘frame’”’ on
him, and that he would get Detective
Ward to help him. Witness said he
saw Ward, and Ward said: “'I might
frame for someone, but not for
Courian.”

He told of a place on Waverley
road where he and his brother
visited. The brother had said to the
woman at the door, “Do yvou know
Provincial Officer Courian?”’ and
she said, “‘Yes, I do; come in.”
“When he came out I smelled liquor
on his breath, and he told me he
could buy anything there from good
liquor to apple cider.” lLater the
place was raided, and Courian was
“peeved” about it, said witness.
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