|

he was ip. |
Ashplant Report Sustained.

Although * only one witness ——
Arthur C, Carty, reporter—was pres-
ent in connection with the case, the
committee proceeded with the ex-
Ald. H. B. Ashplant charges made
before the London City Council in
discussion of the Gas Bill, when Mr.

Ashplant suggested that memhera af
the Legislature might be bribed out

of a certain fund.

Mr. Carty, an experienced reporter,
maintained absolutely that the re-
port as sent by him to The Globe was
a correct report of what Mr. Ash-

plant had said. When exception was
taken to it he had immediately seen
other Council members individually
and their opinions, which he had
taken down in writing, were to the
effect that his was a correct report, |

Mr. Carty declined to be led intnl
venturing an opinion as to Mr. Ash-
plant's veracity or responsgibility.

Asked by Mr. Charles McCrea:
“Is he in the habit of making irre-
sponsible statements?”’ Mr. Carty
replied, “He is in the habit of mak-
ing statements.”

Herbert Penny, London Advertiser
reporter, corroborated Mr. Carty’'s
report of the Council proceedings.
He and Carty, he said, had not com-
pared notes after the meeting.

The committee will meet again
Tuesday afternoon.

Quotes from Report.

Mr. Carty, on being sworn, read
from The Globe his report of the
Ashplant statement concerning
which the Legislature ordered in-
vestigation. His report of Mr. Ash-
plant’s statement during his objec-
tion to the proposed agreement be-
tween the City Gas Co. of L.ondon
and the citizens was:

“‘Suppose McCrea should be given
$15.000 to get this through; suppose
the company should take a bleck of
this stock and distribute it among
the members of the Legislature to

- get this through.’ he commenced,

when Mavor Little interjected a
protest, declaring that he would not
git to hear the honor of the Provin-
clal legislators so impugned. 'Mr.l
Ashplant’s rejoinder was that he had
not said that this would be done, but
only that it could be done, and, he
a.dtied. ‘it §s the most natural thing
in the world if the company should .
a0 " " |

Referring to the general report, |
Mr. Ferguson asked: Is that a cor-'
rect account of what took place at
the meeting?

A.—That is a correct account.

Mr. Carty—This article was writ-
ten within 30 minutes after the in-
cident occurred. 1 went to the tele-
graph office with the story.

Q.—Do you take shorthand?

A.—No. I do not use shorthand.
It was a brief igcident, only three
or four sentences.

Q.—Did you make notes?

A.—0Oh, yes, 1 made noies, ahso-
lutely.

Mr. Ferguson—N>Mr, Carty has not
his notes. They were destroyed.

Getting Corroboration.

Mr. Carty—Immediately after
having written this thing, within
thirty minutes after the incident,
[ threw my notes aside at the tele-
graph office, Of course, I did not
anticipate there was going to be any
denial. The following day 1 found

’ f‘ L

that the office had been cleaned up
and the notes had gone. And then
when it was denied, I cdlled up each
' member of the City Council. I got
Mayvor Little, Alderman Harley,
Alderman J. . Wilson, Chairman
of the committee, Alderman John
Bridge, Alderman Drake, Alderman
W. A. Wilson, Alderman W. DBoss,
Alderman Brighton and Alderman
Ashton. I interviewed each of
them. What 1 said was this: |
read the item in The Globe to which
denial had Dbeen given. I =said:
“This is my story of what occurred
at the Council. I asked him 1o Is-
ten very carefully, and then tell me
what he thought about it. Each
man gave me his statement of
whether in his judgment I had made
a correct report of the meeting.
Then, with this statement 1 got from
each Alderman, before gending them
to Toronto, I read them back and
had each man approve, (each of the
persons interviewed) before 4t was

one exception.
Telling Him He Was Right.

sent out. So these are all verifled
interviews before publication, with

il The 'intervla:ﬁfu', which appeared in

{in his remarks.”

The Globe of March 9, were all cor-
roborative of the report Mr. Carty
made of the meeting. Mayor Little
had said: “When he (Ashplant) said
that the company might well give
$15,000 to Mr. McCrea I at once Jleft
the meeting, and did not hear the
finish of his sneech.”

Ald. Frank E. Harley sald: “I fol-
lowed very closely the astounding
statements made by Mr. Ashplant. 1
read The Globe renort and those
are his exact words, stated absolute- |
ly correctly.” !

Ald. J. C. Wilson said: “Absolutely
the statement made by Mr, Ashplant i

Ald. John Bridee—The statement |
ag given in The Giobe is correct.
Ald. G. PB. Drake—Unqualifiedly ;
what Mr. Ashplant said before the |l

' Counecil was evactly as reported,

I
Ald. W. A. Wilson, Ald. W. Boss |
and Ald. B. F. Brighton also agreed |

‘.
|

to the substance of the report,. l
Mr, McCren Asks Questions. |

Jocularly Mr. McCrea interrupted |

at one juncture, ‘“Please tell me
what 1| was to receive?" |

A.—$§15,000.
Q.—Was it in stock?
tuj}*é—c;ﬁi cﬁdn'{{say .l‘.ﬂr. McCrea was
: e
he}‘fhnuld. sald, suppose that
r. Carty was also ta
fi]ntervlew with Mr. Ashpll{:r?t,n::tli‘ggt
- e said, for the purpose of ascertain-
ng Just what it was Mr. Ashplant
;'naintained he did say at the meet-
f:ﬁ; lHe read the interview with Mr.
¢ S p Eﬁ‘lt, which in part is as fol-
 lows: I was arguing that if the
company felt like doing it, it could
rgiva Its_ solicitor a good commission
rE‘]:r tfee In a perfectly honest, legiti-
.ﬁ: ehand straightforward way, to
b e t’. at the bill would go through.
m;l:le;n: that it could give such
o a}fdu Mr. Graydon, or any solici-
<3 nd then it occurred to me that
Mr. Graydon did not speak for his

client in the Le
: gislature, and that
Mr. McCrea had spoken for the

company, and 1 brought in th
e
nialme 0f Mr. McCrea in a purely in-
;: (tental way to show that he was not
:ﬂnaeinded. I meant that such com-
fhn €s could give sums of money to
ree or four solicitors, as is gener-
. propaganda purposes.”
| IHMr. Carty—I asked him p( Mg. Ash-
plant) repeatedly to tell me the
Exac{; séntence in which Mr. Mec-
n;fa,stnama was used, but I could
mlufﬁ It.. + « . I asked him this ab-
1 ely dispassionately for his ver-
sion of the story, and told him I was
uging exactly his story. . . . I rais-
€d another point and said: “What
ixgeﬁia:i;nr Little take offense at
W € protested an
La;ncithham'b&r?” T -
0 this last query Mr. Ashpla
Qra.d replied, Mr. Carty said ET}?;
Mayor gets mad at me : !
principles.” e R
Since then, Mr. Carty said, he be-
lieved Mr, Ashplant had staied that
he would not be responsible for any-

|

|

¥

thing that did not appear over his
own signature,

Q.—Are you an experienced re-
porter?

A.—Yes. I have been a reporter
continually since 1918, |
Q.—Did he (Mr. Ashplant) appear

in a representative capacity?

A.—Yes. There is what is called |
the High Cost of Living Committee,
and I believe he and Mr. Thompson
are members of that committee, and
they appeared under that committee.

“In Habit of Making Statements.”

Mr. McCrea—Has he such a repu-
tation in the community that when
he makes statements such as you
have said he did make people are
likely to believe him?

A.—Well, Mr. Ashplant would
probably be believed by his own
friends.

Q.—Well, what is his general re-
putation when he makes a statement
of that kind?

A.—Well, T do not think that is
a fair question.

Q.—Is he in the habit of making
irresponsible statements?

A.—He is in the habit of making
statements.

Mr. Brackin (Chairman)—Re-
sponsible or otherwise.

The Chairman having ruled the
question to be unfair, Mr. Carty
said: *“I am absolutely dispassion-
ate in this thing, and I was when I
reported this thing. 1 did not care
what he said. I was simply there

b,




