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e not paying for it; thé taxpayers
not paying for {t; you are not
ving a bonus. TUp to date the
rovince has not ~contributed “one
cent to this scheme' in the way of

“commissi uq;q | a n mberetthﬁr
Government—and we are said to be
déceiving the people, As to that, we

are glad to stand en our record. But ; tazioe.” DUGOnd (Bat 16 DGkt
mistakes may be made, and Ih ask . inary investigations.” g *
nothing better than to be shown ' | X :
| Lf tlon.
those mistakes before they are Premier Gets Irnforma
made."” Premier Drury—How much has
' ' J. been paid by municipalities toward

the redemption of money loaned by

the Province?
Sir Adam-—About $17.000,000,

Can Sell or Scrap.
Sir Adam made no apologies for

what had been done by himself and ! Premier Drury—How much has
his colleagues in power development been borrowed from the Province
at Niagara. The work there, when by the commission for Hydro de-
completed, wonld, he said, be a velopment?
¢redit to the continent of North S8ir Adam—7T haven't got the ex-
America and & source of untold act figures. They are in our annual
satisfaction to the people of the report,
Province, Premier Drury—What is the -
“If you want to, you can sell out amount of interest met by the Pro-
to the Americans at a good profit,'”" vince due to the deferred sinking
he declared. *"Or yvou can jeopardize fund provision?
the whole system by following the Sir Adam-—We pay the interest \
suggestions of the report of this from the date we get the bonds.
committee., By following that re- Premier Druryv—If by any reason.
port you could in a very short time - now unforeseen, yvou fail to collect|
scrap the system, and, meantime, - by power rates, is it feasible for the!
you would be making ‘scraps of - Province to collect in any other
paper’ of contracts made by you way?
with companies that were acting }n Sir Adam-—7Yes. It is absolutely up
good faith.’ A to the commission. We are vour ap-
Regarding the proposal of the | pointees. and if we didn't institute
investigating committee that the sults and make collections it would
Hydro-electric system be taxed as be up to you to appoint men who
an crdinary corporation and that a | _ would. ~
super-tax be put upon urban power Premier Drury, following up his
consumption to bonus the distribu- point of Provincial liability in case
tion of power in rural areas, Sir of failure of any Hydro enterprise,
Adam was outspoken and emphatic. rcpitei the é”ESEE ingur;;ed by the
, rovince Decause of the mun
Seiling Produet at Cost., loans guaranteed by an E&rllile:cifgli
“We are not a company making ministrntir‘m: In view of that experi-
money,” he stated. ‘“We are selling ence, he asked, wéuld any system of
our product at its actual cost. If ':‘0“‘3‘3“”_:1 by the Government be
yYou tax us, you simply take your feasible : -
money from one pocket and put it Matter of “Good Politics. "
in the other. In New York com-
panies are not paying a dollar of "1t may have been good politics to

have done what they did with the
municipal loans,” replied Sir Adam.
“l doubt if your Government or any
other Government to-day would vVio-
late their trust, As long as a munici-
pality is sound, it is all by the way
to say that it may default. Anvway,
this matter is different from munici-
pal loans. Here we have a monopoly
of a product, These municipalities B
have got to buy from us. You have
a lien on all the property involved
and the finaneial burden is directly
on the municipalitieg.’

rental, nor do they pay a cent of
duty on the equipment they require
10 use,

"Quebec is offering free sites for
industry, and Ontario is proposing
1o tax—yes, super-tax. 1 warn you,
gentlemen, you are’ jeopardizing the .
whole future if vou do this. It is
not in the interest of municipalities |
to tax them in respect to Hydro."”

Touching upon the surcharge on
urban users, the Chairman of the
commission was no less explicit,

R Eu——

“What dces this mean for this | ’
city of Toronto alone?” he asked. : IAnsmering a question by Mr, Cas-
“It means th th i selman, regarding the sums recelved

nmeans at e city of Toronto by the Niagara Falls P

cannot possibly take over this com- | & § Parks Com-
~pany it has decided to take over— | migsion from rentals charged upon
?fm* could we ij}:rtlf}'"}tg ?ﬂ doing— }r-umpanies generating power in that
m\f’ D"‘.,f.‘#f_ 011: n*ﬂilhwae:nlagzi%pfga area, the Chairman of the commis-

5 - ' ' flatly differed from the infer-
super-tax to Toronto! I am sorry to g e |

| e Irawn by the report of the

gray that publicly, but I have to | {:"CEH 1;1 3 | '
do it.” committee.
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The Chairman of the Hydro Power I *tl tl}i]eclari tha; thsrf In?,i;: mt?}l 1;:151
Commission spoke for nearly three Is:*n?h;e r;f E:.;J.,- nng?'r hegsaid a1
; ¥ i § UYL ’ - -

hours, and had for an audience .
' [ ’ : phatically. *‘You can get every cent

j some sixty or seventy members. ‘of of that. 1It's not the fault of the
| the TFouse, including most of the commission if yvou are not getting *lt.I
| Cabinet and the l.eader of the Con- Fither there is gross carelessness in
' ‘ | tate-
' kervative oun. In respvonse t 9 E‘U”Pﬂtjng f:hE' 'I'Fl’ltﬂ“.q or the E”
- ¥ et i pt . : ment in this report is incorrect.
query by Mr, Halecrow, l.abor, Sir 1 Mr. Cook—I submit. Sir Adam., |
- Adam hegan hie address with a re- . that the statement you are quoting
| view of the inception, growth and from the report is your ﬂ“}'}“ ’i'f‘pté' to
. _ - : tted to
| . "ent o ; .alae one of seven questions subm -
fi‘mempn e f the Hydro-electric you by the committee.
- System 1rom 1900 to the present day. ' Sir Adam-—It is 1ncorrect. You
 This portion of his remarks con- !can get every cent of that.
-sumed almost two hours, and it was Power on the Farms.
in response to defilnite d eated :
p_ < ﬂ' _ - re'p legarding the extension of rural |
suggestions by Premier Drury, Hon. power lines, the speaker stated that
Peter Smith and Hon. Howard Fer- little of this had been done during

guson that he finally turned to the . the period of war, when costs were

original cause of the conference: the ~ lat the peak. F‘ran}{l}', he said, heh
report of the Legislative commit- 'did not recommend it as an econom-
tee appointed top report upon the dis- ical investment unless a farmer were

tribution of Hydro-electric power. "prepared to make full use of the
power; for ([dighting alone, it was a

A Municipal Enterprise, somewhat expensive luxury. &ix to
From its inception, the speaker eight hundred farmers, however,
stated, the Hydro-electric enterprise : were using it and would pay two or
had been regarded as essentiallv a three times the present charge to re-
municipal one. The act had been tain their service. :
worked out 8o that the muni- | Questioned by Hon. Mr. Ferguson,
cipality would have no say Sir Adam outlined the one way, to e
whatsoever as to administration. his mind, whereby farmers might re-
but would be entirely responsible duce the cost of installation and
in a financial sense. The commission equipment., This lay in co-operation,
was, in effect, the trustee for the . | he said. Let farmers buy the neces-
municipality and held a lien upon all sary materials in bulk lots; let them
property connected with Hydro en- cut, haul and “spot” the poles; let
terprise. In its coming legislation, them dig the holes and, to a large
Sir Adam said, the H.E.P.C. had “the extent, erect their own lines. In
most  extraordinary Lowers ever many instances in the Province,
given to any public commission X farming communities had refused
©  ever heard of.” even to provide board for Hydro |_
| The users of power—and there workmen, thus greatly enhancing
are now 264 municipalities using - the cost of their own line, in that the
Hydro Jpower—are paying for the workers had to board in the villages
| service,” he _Ln!d_the_membeu. “You nd be transported daily to and |

-




