AT PROROGATION

Closing of Ontario House
Yesterday Was a
Quiet Affair,

FEW MEMBERS ATTEND

. — -

Address of the Lieutenant-
Governor Reviews
Session’s Work,

In sharp contrast to the formal
opening, when the galleries of the
L.egislative Chamber were crowded
to capacity and the floor of the
House was a-flutter with feminine
relatives and triends of the mem-
bers, was the formial prorogation of
the Untario legislature vesterday.
The first sessjon of the 15th House
came to a close in quiet manner.
Only about 30 members were on
hand for the ceremony. Soclety was
represented by the wives of the Min-
sters, who sat 1in lonely state on
either side of the main aisle, while
up in the corners of the galleries a

score of eivil servauls, with an odd .

outsider watched the proceedings.
The lLieutenant-Governor drove
up  to  the Parliament Buildings
promptly ar ¢ o'clock, accompanied
by a military escort. A salute of
10 guns was fired as he approached.
tHie was met at the door of the Legis-
lative Chamber by Premier Drury
and members of the Cabinet, and
escorted to the dais. The Assistant
t'lerk of the House then read the
list of bills passed during the ses-

sion, to which his Honor gave for-
mal assent. The usual bill voting

monevs to the Crown was presented

to the Tideutenant-Governor, who

then read the following speech:

“Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Legisiative Assemb!y:

“In relieving you of the exacting
duties of the present session, 1 desire
to commend the close and consclentious
aliention you have bestowed upon the
various measures that have been sub-
m: lied for your consideration. While
thie session has been of unusual dura-
tion, your dellberations have been of
special lmportance and more than ordi-
nary results have been accomplished,

“I shate with you to the fullest ex-
telit the sentiments expressed in  the
eloquent tribute you have paid to the
noble and unseifish part borne by the
Mother Country In carrying the burdens
of the war, and more than her share of !
the great burdens the reconstruction
has entalied upon civilized nations. It
will afford me pleasure (o transmit your
message L0 his Malesty the King

Agriculture Alded,

Aithoiigh the Spring season was
somewhat backward in certain sections
oI the province, I trust that the great
agr.cultural industry of this province
will have a successful year, and thus!
contribute to relieve the scarcity of food
and to enhance the prosperity of the
whole community. By means of legis-
ation and appropriations, steps have
been taken to assist in the furthes de-
velopment of agricultural production.
Special mention may be made of the Act
{0 encourage co-operation in the mar-
keting of potatoes and of seed grain,
which s expected to have a very bene-
ficial effect. ‘The Act respecting the
Pandling of cream., the amendments tai
the Doz Tax and Sheep Protection Act!
and the Act respecting commuuity hails,
are among the other measures which
will no doubt prove of advantage to the
province generally.

“It is a matter of satisfaction that in
the framing of an Electlon Act the varl-
ous views eniertained on this subject
have Deen harmonized and a source of
controversy and disqulet removed. The
people will observe with approval the
apirit of conciliation displayed by the
House in the preparation of publiqg !
measures, and the general desire that
the best counse! shall prevall.

“An anomalous situation having arigen
our of the importation of intoxicating

V. L2

- - -

- —

e ——

—_—

- 3 e | :
L i Yk s

‘perance Act. A measure has been adopt-
Eﬁr to ensure that In the event of im-]'

g into the province, the Federal
Gu‘:mmnt has been asked to submit
the gquestion to the people under the
provisions of the amended Canada Tem-

' tion being prohibited, transactions
?l?rfla{";uor shall not be permitted within

,thﬁ province to defeat the purpose nfﬂ

that measure, During the recess the
operations of the Ontaﬂu Temperance
Act will be fully inquired into by a
“ommittee of the Leglslature.

Bigger Grants to Education,

“Inital steps have been taken to ime |

prove the state of education by increas-
“ing the financial support of the schools,
especially the rural schools, for the pur-
pose of carrying out needed reforms.

The granis 1o univerzity education have |

been renewed, pending fuller {nquiry
into the relations of these institutions
vo the province with a view to deter-

mining the future obligations of the

state in this respect. A revision of '[hﬁE
Puhlic Libraries Act has been adopted

in order to strengthen the resources)
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- principal mouey now due on any mort- |

and 1o encourage the extension ﬂf’f
ibraries in those parts of the prm*‘inm:l
net now provided with such facilltles, |
“Qeveral measures affecting the waei-|
ture of the industrial workers haxe|
heen adopted. Provision has been 1:1:&.{1!‘:1
for the pavment of aliowances 10|
mothers with  dependent  children. |
authority has been given for the estab-]
|

lishment of a minimum wage for wo-

men and children. More generous com-
pensation has been provided ror injured
workers employed in the varlous indus-
tries. l

““Authority has been given to muni-|
cipalities to submit 10 the ratepavers.
by-laws for the gradual reduction of
the taxation of improvements, income

' and business, until all such taxation is!

eliminated, Under the provisions of the!
law the reduction may bsa digcontinued |
at any point desired; and if the rate-|
pavers so decids the taxation may bel
restored by gradual stages, f

“A measure has been adopted to)
simplify the qualifications required by |
candidates for office in local muncipali- |
tles, and to remedy the varied and con-!
fusing conditions that have hitherto!
prevaljled in this connection.

Extenslon of Moratorium.
"By the enactment of the Mortgagors
and Purchasers’ Relief Act, 1920, it has
been provided that repavment of the!

, Bage, or agreement to purchase, may |

"carry a burden whicl: hag hitherto been

be further deferred until the flrst in-'
terest-paying date after October 1st, |
19820, but the extension shall in no case!
g0 beyond the 1lst of January, 1821, |

The Timiskaming and Northern On-
tarie Railway Commission has been em-
powvered to extend its line to James Bay,
when the Lieutenant-Governor in Coun-
¢cil mhall determine that financial con-
ditions will warrent the undertaking., In |
adapting this meazuie, the Lagislature |
har declared a polley of development in |
the Northern part of Ontario, which Is
designed to encouruge exploration :.m-'i:
enterprise, and eventualiy to bring un- |
tario into close touch with Hudson Bay |
and its commercial possibilities, !

With a view to the reorganization of |
the public service on a more economical |
and more efficient basis, provision has |
been made for the retirement of aged |
aud incapaeitated civil servants, The |
plan adopted provides for the establisii- |
ment of a superannuation fund to which |
the employes and the Government will
contribnte, and whiech wlll in the future

borne entirely by the province.
Funds for the Hydro,

Financial provision has bLeen nade for
carrying on to completion the various
developinents undertaken by the Hydro-
BElectric Power Commission., The Power
Commission Act has been a:uended to
enable better arrangements to be made
for the distribution of power in :-uyal
districts. Authority has been given 0T
the ostablishment of the commission of
auxiliary plants, subject to the approval
of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council

Among other measures adopted are
bills to establish a departinent of mines,
to amend the Housing Act, to amend the
Succession Duty Act, and codifying the
law of partnership and the law respect.
ing the sale of goods, :

I desire to acknowledge the provision
you have made for carrying on the Var-
jous undertakings of tne Government,
and for maintaining the public service
of the province, and to assure youd that
thé supplies you have voted will be ad-
ininistered with due regard to economy
and efficiency. ‘

n conclusion, 1 desire to thans< Tou
for the beneficial legislation you nave
enacted, in the framing of which tae
entlre Legislature has participated Very
largely, and to express the earnest hope
that the blessing of Almighty God may
rest upon this province and upon our
country.
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