HITS BACK AT
‘. FOR LETTER

Says Morrison’s Advice to
U.F.0. Clubs is Uniair
and Unjust

“LEAVE US ALONE"”

R. M. Warner of North Ren-
frew Stoutly Defends Stand
on Superannuation Bill

——

The first reply to J. J. Morrison, |

Secretary of the U.F.O., to he writ-
|

ten directly to him is an open letter |
sent by R. M. Warren, M.P.P. for |
North Renfrew., and one of the big |

men of the U.F.O. movement. Mr.
warren defends the action of the
Government and the U.F.O. members
in support of the Civil Servants
Superannuation Bill, and asks "if If |
would not be possible for you to trust

pR1

us to guide our little ship of State?

Mr. Warren's letter follows:

“T am going to take the liberly ol
writing vou again regarding the re-
lations of our Government and the
UF.0. I would prefer talking this |
over with vou personally, but would
like to have this letter referred to |
our U.F.0O. Executive when they
meet,

Farmers “Worked Up.” !

“When I arrived home for the
week-end, I foulld the farmers quite
worked up over the circular sent
them from the U.F.O. office regard-
ing increased indemnity and the
Superannuation Bill

“Now, while it can be claimed that
this is an entirely fair means of get-
ting the-opinions of the men on the
back concessions, there is something
to be said on the other side of the
question, and it is this other side I
wish to present to you. |

No Robbery Contemplated.

‘“While the circular regarding the |
increased indemnity is fair in a|
sense, vet a man in the country could |
|

not read it without getting the im-
pression that this new people’'s Gov-
ernment was about to steal some of
the people’s money, and that the |
U.F.0. were making a gallant effort
to prevent the robbery. The circular |
is marked Urgent! Rush, and Speed
is Necessary, all to the effect that
we must stop these robbers before
they get away with the plunder. In
the eiréular no mention'is made of
the fact that all the other Provinces
recognize the mecesslty of paying a
much larger indemnity than that
paid by the banner Province of On-
tario, or that expenses of all Kinds,
including hotel bills, have imore than
doubled during the last years. It
is a fact that everv man in the
House knows that he is bound to
lose money if he tries to do the work
that he ought to do, and would like
to do, on $1,400 per year. Politics
has always been recognized as a
‘rich man’s .job,” and while we
know some men have grown wealthy
in the ggme, we. well know that it
was not because of their indemnity.

Democracy and Living Wage.

“We had hoped that by electing
men from the common walks of life |
to represent us in Parliament, we!,
might sueceed in bringing about a
more democratic form of Govern-
ment, but can you tell me how you
hope to keep these men serving you
if vou refuse to pay them enough to
live on. It is true that to many !
people on our farms, §1,400 seems
quite a sum of money, but they often
forget that there 18 a constant,

unavoidable, perfectly legitimate |

““araln on the resources of the public
man which he does not face as a
private citizen. It is a mistaken
idea to hﬁag{na that his duties end
with the session, for—if he is will-
ing to do so—he could spend prac-
tically all of his time serving his|
people.. It is a mistake to say that
the members knew what the indem-
nity was before they went into this.
Many of us did not know and did
not care, for we were out fighting |
for . what we considered a great |
principle, and the thought of re-|
wagd was not troubling us, How- |
eveg, our Prime Minister has de- |
claped that no increase will be
grgnted this year. lle has taken |
thig stand, believing it to be in the
hest interests of the people, and 1
feel quite confident that in this |
stand he will receive the loyal sup- |
port of his followers. The circu- |
lars sent out to the clubs regarding
the Superannuation Bill ] cunsirjni-!
e:::,tirely unfair, and unjust. In it |
you present arguments against the |
bill and yvyou do not event hint that |
there might be arguments in favor |
of it. There is not a club in the !
country that would not immediately |
pass a resolution condemning the
bill after having vour circular read
to them, if it was the only informa- |
tion they had on the subject, On
the other hand, there are few clubs
who would not take an entirely dif- |
ferent view of the question. if it was
presented to them in its proper
light.

$2.000 is Maximum.

“You make no mention of the
faet that all civil servants are
obliged to pay into this fund, up as
high as b per cent. of their yearly
salary, which would mean that in
the case of a man getting $2,000, he
would be paying $£150 vearly into
this superannuation fund. You
aay, ‘When a man is superannuated
at, say, $2,000 per year'—but vou
do not tell the people that $2,000 is
the maximum amount anv man could
get and that in the case of a man
who had given only 10 years' con-
tinuous service at a salarv of 21,500
per year, his superannuation allow-
ance would be onlyv $500 per vyear,
as all servants entitled to superan-
nuation get one-fiftieth of their
salary multiplied by their years of
gervice.

“You also intimate that all posi-
tions made vacant. by putting this
bill into effect would have to be
filled by vounger men. That is alte-
gether incorrect, as a very large
percentage of the positions would
not be filled at all—in other words
——the work would be carried on just
as efficiently and much more econo-
mically by a reduced_ staff. Also
you pieck out 65 exceptional cases
and hold 47 of them up as ex-
amples, That is unfair. To Dbe
fair you should cite some of the
noorer paid emplovees as well. You
might have tpld them, for example, |
of some quite capable men, with
wife and children to support, who
get $1,100 per year. You might
have mentioned a widowed mother
of three children who gets $18 per |
week to pay rent and support her-
gelf and family. You ask, Would
farmers (living as they do) not|
dave saved money on a salary of |




