i1s Passed

iepresentatives of rural constitu-
*neies and a few others, of all
shades of political color—Conserva-
tives, Liberals and United Farmers
~had a field day in the l.egis'la-
ture vesterday. Mr. Nelson Parlia-
ment, the lLiberal member for Prince
Iidward, started the ball rolling
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DEPOPULATION OF RURAL
~ DISTRICTS

s
Resolution and Amendment!

of Nelson Parliament

Voted Down and Motion
Praising the Government

when he moved a resolution ex-
pressing the opinion of the House |

. SEERE 8 non-partisan committ e
fhould be appointed by the Govern-
ment to inquire into the conditions
Which account for the continuous
tlfiminution of rural population in
the DProvince. The debate com-
menced about four o'cloek in the
afternoon: it continued until almost
niidnight. llon. George S. Henry,
Minister of Agriculture, replied to
My, Parliament., and introduced
in amendment congratulating the
farmers upon their splendid ser-
vices during the last few vears, and
expressing the opinion that.-a (‘om-
mission during these abnormal
LIMeE was not necessary. .. X
H. Regan of South Wentworth in-
troduced an amendment to the
amendment, congratulating the Gov-
crnment on its record and encour-
nging it in its efforts to deal with
the rural community,

About midnight Mr. A, E. Dono-
van of Brockville concluded the |

tlebate from the Government
benches. During the course of the:
svening there were only a handfu!
of members in attendance. At one
t‘me the House almost adicurned
futomatically. At the conclusion of

an address by Mr. G. Evanturel Mr. |

Allan Studholme drew attent_iﬂn to

the fact that there was no quoru:m.
HHon. G. Howard JFFerguson replied
that there were the necessary twen-
v members nresent. M, Studholme
‘loubted it, but just then two men-
hers sauntered in and the debate
nroceeded,

i division the amendment to the
amendment was carried byv the Gov-
ernment supporters, likewise the
amendment,

Iiural Depopulation.

Mr., Parliament, in speaking to 1is
resolution, guoted exteasively [rom
the Government blue book of the
sureaw of Industries and the Do-

minion Royal Commission report of
omes time ago to substantiate hmj

vlaim that there had been depopu-.
lation ‘n the rural districts. He ex-

plained that he did not intend t'u'
criticize the Department of Agri- |

culture for the expenditures it had
made. The decline in rural popu-
lation in recent years was mosl
alarming. From 190! to 1911 the
rural population in Ontario had de-
creased by about F52,000, During
the same period urban population
increased by about 92,000, The pop-
inlation of rural Ontario is to-day
more than 110,000 less than it was
10 vears ago. These were some of
the reasons he argued that a Com-

mission should be appointed to make

. mvestigation.

(3reat care should be taken in the
matter of immigration into the
Mrovince, Kfforts should be made
to secure the very best class of
neople. The depopulation is more
serious than is generally thought,
declared the member for Prince Kd-
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!
= »ard. He also referred to the few !
~fe¢r pupils attending rural schools.

in 1881 in Prince IKdward county |
country schools there were 4,331
pupils in attendance: in 1918 the !
number has decreased 1o 1.9986. Iie.!
helieved that the principal I‘HHHI}Hi
for the fewer people being in the
country was that the voung men and
women were migrating to the urban
centres and not that the families
were smaller, IHe Dbelieved there
should be one agricultural =chool
in each county which would be a
demonstration farm. Instead of
having one well-qualified district
representative, there would then be
200 or 300 voung persons well qual-
ified in farm wmatters, In Ontario
there are 50,000,000 acres of arable
land , 23,000,000 acres occupied
and only 14,000,000 acres unocecu-
pied.

Mr. Henry Replies,

Hon. George S. Henrv, Minister
of Agriculture, replied to the Prince
F.dward member. A number of
vears ago a South Oxford Gpposi-
tion member had asked for a Com-
mission. His constituents did not
agree with him and he had not re-
turned to the House. The Minister
wondered if a similar fate was wait-
ing Mr. Parliament. All but one of
the Ontario counties had district
representatives, 1t had been said
that there should be a Commission
to investigate immigration matters.
That was not necessary. There was
a well-defined policy that the Domin-
ion Government had evolved, with
which the Provincial Department
was in accord, As soon as the sol-
diers were repatriated from over-
seas it would be earried onut.

The previous speaker would have
the House bhelieve the countrv was
in the decline. Figures prepared hy
an official of his department showed
this was not the case, During four
vears of the war 560,000 acrez had
been taken under crop. "“We are
not going backward; we are going
forward,”’ declared the Minister of |
Agriculture, 3 !

Mr. Parliament interjected to
a3y that he had quoted the figures :
of population from the official Gov-
erninent reports. i

During the last year there had
heen a record yield in the grain
crops. ‘‘There has not at any time
in the history of the Province been
8 more progressive and intelligent !
cultivation of the soil than we have |
a1t the present time,”’ declared the | .
Minister | &

The countryv was still on a war
hasis so far as conditions were con-
cerned. *“Our prices are going 1o
stay up and the price of labor will
gtay up. The cost of production is
going to stay up. It can't come down |
mmediately.” ’

Conditions Abnormal.

Hon. Mr. Henry said he was glad
the farmers were doing better, as
previously one of the handicaps had
heen the s=hortage of capital. 1If a
report were made by a Commission
at present it should show that con-
ditions are abnormal, which will not
be permanent. If a Commission
were of any use it would be in nor-

al times. _

The speaker, in conciusion, mov-
~] an amendment cxpressing the
satisfaction of the House that over
56,000 more acres were cropped by

e farmers during the war permr};
?llan in a like period before the wal:‘ |
alco expressing thanks 1o the falii:
mers for their splendid work, an
expressing the opinion that an emi
"amination in the present abnorma .
-Itimau by a Umnmissinln would ImtE

"OVE ¢ reat value. =i ]
{pl?\:ivf. u{"m}if. gltegan. (onservative
‘member for South Wentworth, ff:ul(‘-1
lowed the Minister, He believe |
that conditions would readJu:stl
5thﬂmselve.3 when the high ‘}l’ﬂf."tsf?
I-Dald in the city became a thing 0L,
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