mnﬁﬂﬂtﬂd wlt'E...-,, Act and par- (A Ptimﬁ). and above all, when our

> Ontario T'mp"fﬂf: rafﬂ-;:l ng to the | boys have come back from the

' ‘tmg];{;; Ithu:; he questions to the flrunt cuv;r;ad with glory and
. -, ' submission onor and laurels won on the
| _electors of the Prm’ingﬁ Legislature | bloody battlefields of France,
- _ " This Government a he people to Flanders and Germany in

had no mandate from t
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Governmen

'House acted

course that 1

pass a prohibitory law in

O.T. A. a War Measure.

The Ontario Temperance Act was

introduced, into this House bY the

t and passed by the House |

as a war measure.
That was the Jju

passage of the bill

ople, |

th%l?:selzluem events have amglz
roved that the Gnvernment and

1 properly in taking the

stification for the
without a vote of

. we did.
Lmll:‘lﬂfhe time of war, when the AS )

* Government
f a nation is at stake, @
?q justified in taking any and every
: i its judgment w{;ll Fti:l-

industr

erve the financial and
:E:ength of the country and increase
i hting force,
nHAﬂEm'ernment that unld not tailﬁe
that course in a world s crisis,hl e
the onhe through yhich we have
passed, when civilization was threat{i
ened, would astand condemned, an
rightly so» in the minds of all pa-

triotic citizens everywhere.
The Dominion Government had no

ate from the people to prohibit
Egaggting white bread or bacon; to
tell us we could only take one lump
of sugar in our tea: to say we must
work or go to jail, iﬂ,nd the many
other things it did under the

War Measures Act,

Greatest Measure of War.

But had that Government failed
to enact these stringent measures,
curtailing on every hand as they did
the liberty of the subject, calculated
to strengthen the ﬂghtir}g force of
the nation in the worlds hour of
need, it would have stod con-
demned by public opinion, not only

in Canada, but throughout the Em-
say without hesitation I do not

Province that increased the effici-
ency of our people, cunsert{ed our
financial strength, aided thrift, and
generally contributed to our fighting
power to a sreater extent than the
Ontario Temperance ACk |

1f the House will permit me, [
will refer to the exact words used
by myself in the debate on the
second reading of the bill:

The bill before the House
would not now be before the
House, at any rate in its present
shape, but for the war, The
war has not only changed, at
least for the time being, the
sentiments of the pecpie on this
(quostion, but it has imposed ob-
ligations and emphasized the
‘ duty of economy and efficiericy
that did not exist before. My
contention is that if the bill
would bring no benefit to the
| Province from a moral stand-
point, if the resuits that follow
its enactment would add noth-
ing to the health and happiness
of our people, as a war measure,
for the purpose of ailding econ-
omy, thrift and efficiency, it is
justified—it is made _possible
—yea, it is demanded by public
opinion. I want to state frank-
lv and clearly to the House and
to the country that I would not
think of urging the passage of
this bill through the House
without a vote of the people
but for the war and the obli-
gations imposed thereby.

casion.
“Give Prohibition a Trial.”

The question of prohibition
and all the evil effects of al-
cohol has been a burning one
for many vears in this country.
We have tried the license 8sys-
tem; we have tried restriction;
and every person agrees to-day
that the situation is not entire-
ly satisfactory, having regard to
the conditions that now exist.
Therefore, what 1 say to the
prohibitionist and to the anti-
prohibitionist, to the man wh
believes in this legislation anid
to the man who is dissatisfied
with it, is this: We have tried
the license systemm for many
years in this country, let us
try prohibition. Let us abstain

_ from intoxicating liquors for

pire and the world at large. And 1|

know any one act or measure in this

And again, 1 said on that oec- e~ \
tion to be submitted. Little thought

1916, .+ +»maintaining for us the priceless

gem- of liberty and freedom, if
_they feel that it Is in the best
interest of this Provinece to re-
peal this legislation and return
to the present system or some
other license system, then we
::tll must and will bow to the
Judgment and wish of the
people in this great democratic
country. The people then will
be enabled to pass a more in-
telligent vérdict upon this ques-
tion than they could at anv
other time. ‘

| Must Take Vote.

| reading of the bill:

The Government, therefore,
has decided, as provided by the
bill, to bring the act into force
without a @irect vote of the peo-
ple, but after a period of about
three years, when the people
have_ had an opportunity of
juc_lglng as to the efflcacy or
failure of the act as a temper-
ance measure—.when we hope
that the war will be over and
our soldiers back from the
front and conditions generally
have assumed their normal
character, then the people of
the Province will have an op-
portunity, by their free vote, to
decide this question for theni-
selves. If the war should, un-
fortunately, not be over by the
time named, the vote will be de-

ferred for a reasonable time
after the war.

Three years have elapsed, and |

It was distinctly understood when
the bill was nassed that as soon as
the war was over and the necessity
for the act as a war measure at
an and the question would be
submitted to the people for their
decision. l.et us again refer to what
I said on this point on the second

i
|
r

while the terms of peace have not

vet been signed, actual fighting has |

ceased and hostilities cannot be re-
newred, at all events on a large scale
“galn, and our soldiers are rapidly
returning home, It is not possible
vet to say when our soldiers will he
back, but we hope and expect with-
In a very few months.
opinion. important that thij o
tmnlshnuld be settled as P:-;lr?ﬂr:me:q
possible, and the Government in:
tends to bring on a vote as soon as
that_van be properly done. [t s nu't
possible to more than Suess now
what the exact date of the :t'ntin

will be, but it would seem prnbablg
that the vote might be taken in Sep-

tember or October, in Nov
S ’ November at

Form of Submission.

~Then, as to the form of submis-
sion, [ desire Lo refer again to whﬁt
1 said on the passing of the bill:
] am of the opinion, and
strongly of the opinion 1that
this question should be e'ventu-
ally decided by the direct vote
of the electors of the Province
by means of 4 referendum. In
a democratic country like this
public opinion is the last E.l;-.-
preme arbitrament on every
question, and it seems to me a
question of this kind. so close-
ly affecting the people, is par-
tinulgrly one in which publie
npi'r_nun should have an oppor-
tunity of expressing itself in
the ballot box as freely and as
untrammeded as possible.

The act sets out a form of ques-

It is, in my

was given at theé time the : '

framed to the form of quesﬁgh.wﬁ
wag, 1 think, copied into the act
from the Macdonald Act, Manitoba
which was the foundation of {!Lll:
act, At that time the bar and pub-
lic drinking generally was the ques-

tion uppermost in our minds and in |

the minds of the ptiblic. N

. . - ﬂw, Jrﬂ'ﬂ"
tically no one suggests a t'etuz*n i 1
old conditions, The distillers, in a

recent manifesto, say that

. the
themselves are opposed to it. Mang:
hotelkeepers sa

Y they are o
to it. The brewers say they Pposed

are op-
posed to it., Honorable ge :
gentlem

in this House and out of this H{;m:en

who are opposed to the
res
act, say they are equally npngs;m':le?ct.

the old order. The Labor men who

ask for stronger beer say th :
$ ey
want the sale of hard liquor, {1'{;“]:1;

o




