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Committee Favors Allowing

Capital to Experiment if
Electors Agree
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DECISION SURPRISE

Measure is Explained by City

Solicitor Proctor and W.
S. Southam

sreat strides are being made in

assessment reform by the Legisla-

ture this session, It was only a short

time ago that the majority of the
members of the Private Bills Com-
mittee scoffed at the very thought

of single tax being introduced in On-
tario. Yesterdayv, they completely
right about faced, and without a
dissenting voice agreed to allow Ot-
tawa to experiment with such a
syEtem after the consent or the elect-
ors had been secured. It was a com-
plete surprise to most of those
present, and even the most sanggine
"of the Ottawa deputation hardly ex-
pected that the request for ratifica-
tion of the bill would be granted. A
simllax measure had been thrown
out in the past by the Committee.
However, Ottawa's perseverance has
at last been rewarded.

The clause provides that: “The
Counoil of the said corporation may
provide, by by-law to be ° passed
after submitting the same to the

vote of the ratepavers of the satdi

city, that on and after a date to be '
fixed by such by-law that all build-
ings, structures, machinery and fix-
tures erected or placed upon, in,
over, under or affixed to land, and
all incomes as defined by Clause (e)
of Section 2 of the Assessment Act,
and all business assessments defined
by Section 10 of the said act, shall
be exempted foy. purposes of taxa-
tion except for water rates, and pub-
lic and separate school purposes, for
the year next following the coming
into force of such by-law, for a sum
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equal to 256 per cent. of the assessed
value thereof; for the second year
following the coming into force of
such byv-law for a sum equal to 50
per cent. of the assessed value there-
of; and for the third yvear following
the coming into force of such by-law |
for a sum equal to 75 Dper
cent, of the assesced value thereof;
and that from and after the expira- f
tion of three years after the com- |
ing into force of such by-law all
taxes and rates of the said corpora-
tion, except for water rates and pub- '
lic and separate school purposes, .
«hall be assessed, levied and rated
npon actual land values only.”
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Give Right to Experiment.

The bill was explained by City
“olicitor Frank Proctor of Ottawa
and My. W. Southam. They said it
would not necessitate any change in |
the present assessment methods of |
tHOttawa. While the bill had been
rejected on previous occasions, times
were changing, and it was right that
the (apital should be allowed to
experiment with a reform measure
of this kind. 'The amendments pro-
posed to the Assessment Act did not
go far enough, although they pro-
vided some relief.

Mr. William MecDonald (North
Bruce) remarked that it was the
best measure that had been before
the commitiee in a long while.

Myr. Charles McCrea (Sudbury)
thought if Ottawa was willing to
ray the price of the experiment it
was only right the commmittee should
ratify the bill. He strongly urgad
irat this permission be given. As
# result unanimous awvwproval was
given the measure by the commit-
lee. |t was understood that if : a
veople tired of the method after a
vear or two they would be given an
opportunity to say so.

Slight changes were made in nne
other clause of the general bill, and
one other was struck out, the re-
mainder being passed. 'The bill per-
mitting debentures for 21,500,000 to
he sold for the purpose of erecting
a civie hospital was also reported.

TL.ondon did not fare as luckily as
Ottawa in getting radical legislation
through the committee., [t sought
to have an act approved permitting
it to have each governing board in
the city represented by four men
on the Council, making 20 in all,
"T"he Chairman, Hon. J. B, Lucas,
declared that it was the most rad-
ical measure brought forward in a
long time. The majority of the
committee agreed with him, and thc
bhill was lost. Approval to permit

200,000 debentures being issued for
the erection of a Citv Hall without
the consent of the ratepayers was
voted down. This expenditure may
only be undertaken after consent
has been secured.
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