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Government Will Not Provide
it Counsel in the Dewart
Investigation

URGED

FULL PROBE

o C— R — ——

But Hearst and Lucas Say
That it Will be Fair

Enough

F.fforts of the luiberals to persuade
the Government to provide and pay

counsel to represent the Opposition

vefore the Roval Commission to in-

quire into the Dewart charges

against officials of the LlLicense

Board were bluntly refused by the

I"rime Ministeir and the Attorney-
Gieneral in the Legislature vesterday.
They similarly refused to accede to
the request of Mr. Wm. Proudfoot,

h.C., the Opposition l.eader, backed
by Mr. . H{. Dewart, K.C., to have
the Royal Commissioner, Sir Wil-
liam Meredith, investigate not only
the specific charges made by the
member of Southwest Toronto, but
also “the enforcement of the Liquor
l.icense Act, and the enforcement of
the Ontario Temperance Act, and all

be we want to know it, | think we
are all interested in seeing that it js
properly enforced. That is the only
cdesire that 1 have in reference Lo 1}1:~

matter at the present time, | am
siure that nof 111175' the GGoy ‘rnment.
but the Opposition and  (he people
of the countryv at large. are inter-

ested in tinding out exactly how the
proceedings are l-i-in;: conducted

Not Merely Curiosity.,

Hon. Mr. l.ucas said he

" L]
Wantey 1y
sallsly any

L -

legitimate curviosity of
the Opposition Leader, when he roee
to reply. The Attorney-General was
interrupted, however, hy AMr. F'roud-
foot, who said that ii
ly curiosity on his part. Continu
ing, Mr., l.ucas said that the (C‘om-
mission had not been issued vetl., but
lhe hoped it would be within o day or
two, when the Liberal lLcader could
examine it in detail. I think he wili
ind that it is wide enough.” sa i
Mr., Lucas, *‘to leave il to the (Comn-
missioner (o Investigate all that
OuUghit to be investigated and that it
S0P s prope)y o) I'H‘l'!'.-'f_ij::lh- in con-
nection with the varions (arges,
“tatements, insinuations and innuen.
toves and all the other words COn-
tained in the speech of miy honorable
friend from Southwest Toronto.” It
was nol customary to bring the com-
nmiss<ion down in the

”HHF['.
Mr. l.ucas explained that It wasy

4 Roval Commission that was to in-
vestigate charges made in general
language nvolving the propriegy
and acts of certain officials and in-
volving to some extent the actions
of the l.icense Board. Because no
Minister had been attacked there
was not the responsibility on a
member making charges to follow
rhem up with a formal motion be-
fore the IHouse, but the duty de- |
volved upon the Government. The
Commissioner’s instructions will be
"to go on and fully report upon all
the circumstances in any wav con-
nected with the charges. insinua- |
tions and stiatements involving the |

was not mere-

matters relating to the administra- ‘:"tf’l-’-'r”f*'- h"'-””’-*f*it}'. and hf:rnm_* of |
tion of the Ontario Temperance 'Nose connected with the adminis-
Act.,” Sir Williamm Hearst told the tration of the License Department.” |

Opposition that the Government de-
sired to be absolutely fair, and it
felt it was doing so. Mr., Proudfoot
thereupon urged that it accede to
the request, so that the Opposition,
#fter the inquiry was completed,
could say they had received an ab-
solutely square deal.

Speaking before the orders of the
day were called, Mr. Proudfoot ask-
ed whether the appointment of Sir
William Meredith as a Commissioner
would come before the House as a
motion for consideration: if counsel.
who could call witnesses,
Allowed and paid for to represent
the Opposition upon the hearing be-
fore the Commission; if the scope of
the Commissioner's powers had been
more fully considered by
ernment; if the
powers included an investigation in-
to the administration of the O. T. A
and the enforcement of the law and
matters arising out of or relating to
the conduct of the Liquor Branch of
the department; and when the re-
port of the l.icense Commissioners
would be brought down.

seeks Scope of Probe,

Myr. Proudfoot
cbject in

explained
asking the

that his
questions was

would be '

t}IE GoVv- r
C‘ommissioner’'s

to find out exactly the scope of the !

Commission By

what the Prime

Minister had saild Mr. Proudfoot be- |

lleved the Commis<ion

would cover

practically all the things referred to !

in the amendment introduced by
Mr. Dewart last week when making
lhe charges. While he had no ob-
jccetion to the appointment of Mr.
White, he felt that the best results
would not be secured if all the evi-
dence of the Opposition had to filter
through one official appointed by the
Government., e referred to the in-
vestigation into the Gamey charges,
and pointed out that on that occa-
sion counsel for the Opposition had
been appointed,

“So far as I am concerned we are
anxious to see that the whole ques-
tion should be gone into,” declared
the Liberal Leader vigorously.
portant charges have been made in
reference to certain individuals
who occupy very important positions
in the administration of justice, but
the charges are also against the
working out of the department. We
think that the aet should be en-
forced, and if through want of care
or for other reasons it has not been
enforced in the manner it ought to
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“Im- |

The Attorneyv-General

said it
would not be the

Commissioner's |

luty to investigate the whole oper-
not |

ations and as to whether or




