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Mr. Proudfoot Objects With-
out Avail to Certain New
Terms
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FIRE LOSS FOR 1918

Number of Incendiary Blazes
Not So Large as Sup-
" posed

-

-

Strong opposition to certain pro-
visions of the Government bill 10
amend the Fire Marshals Act de-
veloped in the l.egislature yvesterday
when the bill was given second
reading. The  same objection was
raised by the Liberals when the bill
was considered in committee of the
House. Mr. William Proudfoot, the
Opposition l.eader, urged that the
Crown Attorneys of the Province be
the officials to take the evidence
where an investigation was being
made by the Fire 'Marshal, instead
nf the latter. He contended that
the change was in the interests of
fair play, experience having con-
vinced him that witnesses before the

Fire Marshal or his assistants did
not always get a proper hearing.
Hon. 1. B. Lucas, the Attorney-Ge%-
eral, would not, however, accepl

the change proposed by the Opposi-

tion, and Sir William Ilearst de-
clared that the Fire Marshal was
better qualified to get out all the
facts apbout a fire Lthan a <rown
Attorney.

Previous Duaties of Pire Marshal,

In discussing the bill Hon. Mr.
l.ucas said that up to the present

‘"the chief duties of the Fire Marshal
had been

to collect statisties con-
cerning fires and to make investi-
gations when necessary. Although

there had been few cases where
criminal action had been taken, the
investigations had had a good etf-
ftect.

The number of incendiary fires
was not as large as the public be-
lieved. The fire loss in Ontario last
vear was $14,856,000, which was
higher than that of 1917, but sub-
stantially lower than that of 1916,
The act contemplates the Fire Mar-
shal entering more actively into the
duty of fire protection work, the
general 1dea being (0 co-operate
with the municipalities. It will per-
mit the Fire Marshal to go into a
municipality and in the general in-
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terest order the removal of a build-
ing. The department hopes to have |

the assistance
tion l.eague.

“Are you compeiling inspection?”
asked Mr. Sam Carter (South Wel-
lington).

Mr. Lucas replied that it was the
intention to co-operate with the
local authorities in inspection worlk
which would be under the direction
of the Fire Marshal.

Mr. William Proudfoot protested
against the freedom permitted the
._F'ire Marshal in examining witnesses
in making an investigation. \‘fhil-;'-
the intentions of the officials were
of the best, the insurance companies
sometimes used the investigation t:.]
mmake a defense in
is entered against them. Ag a reime-
edy he strongly urged that the
Crown Attorney be authorized 1';:
make the investigations. _

Marshal Best, Thinks Premior.

—~ 8ir Willlam Hearst repliec

: - 1 2
the special knowldge whio}? E:l }l::‘ﬁ
Marshal had made him better ahlr:
to, bring out all the facts in connoe.

oi the Ilire Preven-

case  action

INEW LAWS COMING FOR
CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS

Withdrawal Not Permitted to School Boards,
but Government Not to Force System on |
Local Sections |

CT AMENDED

present buildings.
| difficulty the Government will give

!
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“4ion with a fire than the Crown

torneys.

At-

Mr. Proudfoot retorted that prac-
tical experience had shown him that
the witnesses were often treated as

if they were guilty of somo
Mr. J. C. Elliott
strongly supported the contention of
Mr. Proudfoot.

ollense.

(West Middlesex)

Mr. Lucas refused to amond the

bhill, as requested

tion.

by the Opposi-

A bill to provide for the better re-

gulation of mines and
ers was introduced by Hon, 5,
Ferguson.

ard

mine-work- |
l!il‘.f- .
of a

It permits

tightening of the regulations govern-
ing’ the {IIIFI‘HHHH of mines r ']lilihf,:

to safety,

ventilation,
The Budget

etr,

debate will bho

Con-

tinued to-day.

Legislation to provide for consoli- would not be the same hardship to

dated schools will be introduced in
the Legislature at an early date, the
Government having practically de-
cided on its policy in connection with

this important matter. The chief
feature of the policy is that the right
of withdrawal will not be vermitted
to School Boards, so that once they
agree to a consolidated school in ihe
district, they will have to continue
to support it,

The problem of entering upon a
consolidated school system for the
rural districts is a many-sided one,
and many difficulties have had to
be overcome by the Minister of jidn-
cation, Hon. Dr. Cody, in framing
the policy. Many of the country
schools to-day are in a good state
of repair, and local boards will be
averse to entering nupon any heavy
expenditures which would necessi-
tate discontinuing the use of tne
To overcome this

financial assistance to pay a por-
tion of the cost of the construction of
central buildirgs. Jrants will bpe
made, probably based upon the as-
sessed values of a section, which
would be regarded 2s th2 equivalent
for the abandoned puildings. Local
School Boards, howover, would be
expected to meet the remainder of
the cost of the new buildin:z not cov-
ered by the Government grants,
While many of thz buildings are
now in good shan2, there are also a
large number of schools which will
have to be substituled by new ones,
In some instances the present build-
ings are not lare¢ enough to mecet
the needs of the-districts in wnich
they are situated. Tn> enfering up-
on a consolidated school policy

i fied teachers.

such districts,

U'nder the propnosed legislation
from three to five schools will be |
consolidated. It iz estimated that |

such a school will have about 75 or |
more pupils in adendance. To en- |
deavor to cover a larger area by one
school, it is felt it would be im- |
possible, as the children would h;n‘n‘
to come from too great a -listance, |
It is the hope of the Department
that these schools will vliimately de- |
velop into continuation schools, l

By providing that once h:n.'in::i
agreed to support a consolidated |
school a local board cannot with- |
draw, the Department hopes 1o over- |
come a difficulty which has handi-
aapped the system clsewhere in the
Dominion. The aet will either pro-
vide that it will not b2 permissible
to withdraw. or else the withdrawal |
will be surrounded with safeguards
to nrotect the system, whicn 18 now !
to be introduced. Local Inspectors |
and boards will be allowed a free
hand in organizing the various sec-
tions. 1f the school sections agree
among themselves to have a consoli- |
dated school, the Inspector w.ll in-
vestigate and submit a plan to the |
Department of Kducation. It is not
the intention of the Government 1o
force consolidated schools upon Iaecal
sections, but those that come in will
be assisted in every possible way.

The amalgamating of the schools .
is not expected by the department 1o
cause any surplus of teaghers. The
development of many of the schools
into continuation schools will takﬂ+
up some of the teachers who will be |
thrown out of work. Then, too, there
are a number of schools in outlyving |
parts not supplied with well-quali-
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