v, MARCH 2, 1918

' Simple Proroguing of Legisla-
ture by Sir John
Hendrie

' FEW MEMBERS PRESENT

shorn of all frills the Legislative
wakeembly was officially prorogued
{ yesterday by his Honor the Lieuten-

ant-Governor, Sir John Hendrie. No
cravelling escort accompanied his
Honor and no guard of honor await-
ed him at Queen'’s Park. Nor did
2 military band provide martial airs
for the occasion. Even the cus-
comary salute of guns was lacking.
It was the first time the Legislature
has been prorogued without all this.
Few of the members were present—
~wenty-one to be exact—not even all |

of the city members attending. !
}Lieut.-Cal. Herbert Lennox, who is)|
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home from overseas on ieave, was
' 8reeted by his fellow-members of'
- the House, and Hon. Dr. Pyne, Min-
ister of Education, was welcomed
. after being away from the House
. for several weeks because of ill-|
ness,

His Honor was accompanied only
by Col. Alex. Fraser and Lieut.
Cochrane. The assistant Clerk of
the House, Col. Delamere, read over

- the list of 87 bills which were pass-
. #d during the session, after which
- his Honor gave them his assent.
Prorogation was moved by the Pro-
vincial Secretary, Hon. W. D. Mec-
- PRerson, following the address of
ais Honor, and the fourth session of
the fourteenth Legislature was a
‘-ﬁiatter of history.

* Address of Lieut.-Governor.

His Honor said:

Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembly:

“In the ordinary course of events
ri21s would be the coneluding session
of the fourteenth Legislature of this
'rovince. The desire, however, of
tne people to avoid the distractions of
4 general election at a time when
all our energies and resources are
required for the protection of our
liberties has been so widely and in-
sistently expressed, and so generally
recognized, that it has been urged
apon my Government as a duty
equivalent to a mandate to carry
on the public administration without
a. aissolution until happier and more
settled times.

"“A measure has, therefore. been
adopted extending the duration of
the Legislature until a vear has
elapsed and a session has been held
4fter the return of our men from
overseas. I have no doubt whatever
that the extension of the term of
the Legislature unrder existing cir-
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cumstances, and the spirit .
'nony it indicates, wil] be aftso{::ga
Of strength to the State,

spira.tidq for more united ang
determined efforts on th v o
the people, Rt o

Welcomes Furlough Men.

“We all rejoice over

thie fact
f:‘aembers of the gallant Flrstdéontggf
sent of the Canadian Expeditionary

orce, which left Canada,

war in September, 1914, ha.v?;egt-gﬁ
‘0 arrive here on well-earned fur-
lough- I Join with all our pPeople in
¢Xtending to these heroes a warm
and affectionate welcome. Canada,
“an never fully repay the debt she
YWes the brave soldiers who guard-
€d the Empire in its supreme hour
of danger, and won imperishable |
glory, e
| “Much of the legislation you have
Jeen called upon to consider arises
out of war conditions. The act re-
specting the distribution and sale
of fish is designed to increase the
supply of fish food, and thus reduce
the consumption of meats urgently
required for use overseas. TLast
vear’'s operations, though largely ex-
perimental, suggest the possibility of
nseful results in the future under
the powers now conferred.

“Another measure brought about
oy the vrar is the act providing for !
the development and preservation of |
‘he fuel resources of Ontario, |
(rust that some relief from scarcity
of fuel may be obtained through the
agency of a Fuel Controller, author-
zed to regulate the consumption of
tuel and develop new sources of
supply.

“In order that vacant land may
ve made productive, municipalities
flave been authorized to take control :
vi such land and to allot it to per-
sons undertaking to bring it under
cultivation.

“An act has heen adonted to bring
under official regulation and super-
vision the treatment of venereal
(liseases,

“Important steps have been taken
tor the improvement o¢ the public
service. The act providing for the
appointment of a Purchasing Agent
is intended to place all (}ﬁw&l:'r'lment:I
purchases under expert control. An-
other measure places the Civil Ser- |
vice of the Province under, the
supervision of a Commissioner, who
will be responsible for the qualifica-
tion of all appointees, and will re-
port and advise upon the efficiency
of the service, !

“Qeveral bills containing suggested
amendments to the assessment law,
and also a bill to amend the Marriage |
Act, have been referred to special
committees instructed and empower-l
ed to sit during the recess and report |
thereon to the next sitting of the

islature.

Le‘g"l desire to thank you for the!
liberal provision you have made for
the public service, and for the var-
ious undertakings of the Government,
which will be expended with due re-
gard to economy and efficlency. = _
“In relieving vou of your duties,
hank vou for the bene-
desire to t
: ; have enacted,
ficial legislation. you
nd to express the hope that the
%lesaing and proiection _of Almighty !
God will continue to abide with our

people and our Empire.”
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