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Reflections on Sobriety of
Canadian Troops Are
Hotly Criticized
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STATEMENTS DISPROVEN

'Major Hartt, M.P.P., Gives First-
{  hand Information of Conditions i
! in Fighting Lines, r

- —
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Statements made by Capt. George
Bailey of the A.M.C, at the Doniin-
ilon Alliance convention in
Hall on Wednesday, in which he cast |
serious sobhriety
of the Canadian troops, were round-
lly condemned in the Legislature ves-|
terday. The assertions were L:l'um.i-i_
ed as al,r:suium the maker |
of them The I’rime
Minister that the liws of
the Province would not permit the
Government to deal with Canpt. Bailey,
but as the officer

Massey
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a blackguard.

L1es,

regretted

oniy amenabla

L
L)
1

e il i e -

to the military authorities he felt|
sure proper action would be taken
without delay.

|
Major J, I. Hartt of East .'551:'|L'~-L'.4

lwh 0 recently returned from the,
front, brought the matter of Capt.
Bailey’s remarks to the House be-|
fore the orders of the day '
were called. The statements, as I

I they appeared in the press, were |
absolute lies, said Major Hartt.

Drunkenness at the front is so se-
frious a crime that it is punishable
' with death. Capt. Bailey, appar-
ently, did not know the conditions,
and made his statement on the
strength of what he had been told
by some other officer. v

Conditions as They Are, |
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“Whoever is responsible for these
statements should be, and | have
no doubt will be, punished,” he
sald. “The effect this will have on
mothers and fathers is enormous.
I am here to - day to disprove !
these statements. I know whereof |
speak. The bovs in the army are |
Just as safe and as free from drunk- |
enness as the boys are at home at
their own firesides. (Applause.)
The man certainly must be derang-
ed. He must have lost his head. al-
though I know Massey Hall is zet-
ting to be quite a favorite place for
hot-heads and men who want to say
hot things."” '
' Major Hartt said the civil :aLm;hu:ri-i
ties should take Capt. Bailey in
charge and the ilitary authorities
would deal with him, as by his utter-
ances he committed a breach of the
King's rules and regulations. The
member for East Simcoe had no
doubt the offending officer would

l

lose his commissio
he was deserving
punishment possible. .~ " =
Primo Minister’s’ Indictmen

~ “If he came within our
no hesitation in sa
take action against Rin e
Sir Willlam Hearst. "% ‘fathers
and mothers of this Province who
have sons over there have enough
anxiety to bear without their prob-
lems and burdens being added to
h-- absolutely false statements. |
am not speaking at random when I
snv those statements were slander.
The Prime Minister sald he spent
gsix weeks in England and France
and he made it his duty to study the
rreat question. _
L’r‘i"ﬂ;"n::r1?:.1 as he was of the fighting
record of the men at the front, he
said he was prouder of their recora
for the way they mel temptations,
The record in England was that the
(anadian men were sober and moral,
) Sister had said to

gnd a Nursing ' , B
him: “Your (‘anadians arf.; ¢11w¢},,
vy.M.C.A. officers 1n

centlemen.”
Elﬁurgﬂ of the Maple Iﬁmuf (.}'!uhs 1ha.d
told Lim the same thingz. Lu!.l Cecil
(;. Williams, a Methodist minister
who spent some time at r}?e front
last vear., paid a similar tribute to
the men. said Sir William liear!-it:.
The same testimony was borne out
in correspondence irom members {-.[',_
his own family and other oflicers 111;

kngland and France. [
Spirited Repudiation, l

“7 regret indeed that any man
¢chould have made this statement,
and as Leader of this House and a
nublic man of this uuu::tr}'.’: .~-5'£=u_(3r
Qir William, “1 want to rt‘pud.:uleni.,i
in the strongest language pr:ss:h}u.

“The statement was made in a
very public manner,” said Mr, }E_LI-
liam Proudfoot, tihe f.)ppumtmn
[,eader. He had intended bringing
it up If Major Hartt had not {]uqa
S0. «What 1 can't understand 1s
that when the guestion was brought
un at the meeting he relied upon a
«tatement made to him by some
other oflicer. He was not maln
enough to give out the name of the
ofticer who had made the statement
to him. (Applause.) His failure to
do that branded his statement as
| one particularly false and one to
}whivh no consideration ought to be
given.,”

An Unfortunate Eplsode.

{ Mr., Proudfoot was satistied taat
' the people of the Province would
‘pay no attention to the remarks il
it were not that this man was dub-
bed “Captain.’” He thought it was a
' misnomer on the part of the Prime
' Minister to call the otficer a gentle-
rman. He preferred to call him a
‘ blackguard,
|
i
I

“] withdraw the expression,”
laueghed Dir William.

(C‘anadians ,at the front, said the
| Opposition Leader, are treated with
respect. A couple of days ago he
received a letter from his son, who
was a Union Governinent scrutineer,
who said that of the 15th Battalion
not one officer or man came to cast
| his vote who was under any in-
fluence of liguor.

[Like all =landerous statements,
they are easily made, said Mr. J.
(', Eliott of West Middlesex, but they
are somewhat difficult tec disprove,
and they create an impresison which
it is sometimes impossible to come-
- pletely obliterate.
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Among

Adsit.

Mr.

Power Company,

other members of the deputation were

Messrs. J. H. Black, Dr. C. W, Haent-

y N. L. Foley and Mr, Macecarty.
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