onéerned, 'thé - A -G

co 1ed, , \ _

| g;;f::;::me demrtmmfhta not mFi |
‘success in prosecuting. umo{io _'
cendiaries. However, . investiga

have shown that many of t  Aong !
posed incendjary fires were. m!:_’
hatural causes. He agreed w T
(Carter that many fires in e o
were due to negleet-on -the par R
the owners in keeping rubbish in o
cellars. This can only. be f::t:ir'rettF'u.e
by educational work, and the ,

already done much

M hal has
mzﬂi— that iine. The Mara_hal hae
shown that many fires are due to

| D~
: electrical wiring and equ |
wopu He didn’t credit the saving
ntirely to the w?ﬂlt\ of t:‘:le
OF hal's department, he sald.
iy | that last yea®
companies had

wved one-third of one per cent.
Eﬁeqhtgfi:epremiuma 'to meet the exe
pense of the department, IThe Fil':
Marsghal was appointed in 1918, an .
he has heen gradually increasing his
staff. 'The ‘Attornev-General = said
that none of the officials of the d:;
partment arve in.any way connect

‘Direct Levy on Insurance
Companies Attacked by"
‘Mr. Wm. Proudfoot

I
'
|
:

FIRES FEWER IN 1917

Objection was raised by Mr. Wm.
' Proudfoot, the Opposition Leader in
the Legislature, vesterday to the
Government collecting a direct tax
from- fire insurance companies for

the paying of the Provincial Fire with the fire insurance companies,
Marshal and his assistants. The heing appointees of the Government, I
House was considering the estimates ’ hod nded. |
of the Attorney-General's Depait-| Collection Met Dete“‘d" |
ment, in which Hon. I. B. Lucas’
was asking that $6 000 be passed to

.1. .

feplying, Hon. Mr. Crawford ac-
cepted the figures as to losses ziven

provide for salaries under the Flire
Marshals Act. The Minister Leliev-

ed that the present method was the
proper one to secure the money to
pay the expenses of the department.
He stated that in the last year there
were 3,000 fewer fires and $4,000,-
000 less loss from fires, as compared

with 1916, before the Fire Marshal

was appointed,

Mr. Proudfoot said that his ¢gbjec- |

tion was to the method of collecng
th necessary money from the insur-
ance companies. He was satisfied
that as long as the expenses cf the
department were met in that way
the public would never be satistied
with the investigaions. The depart-
ment should be operated for the
- good of the general public. He be-
| lfeved that it was a good thing to
' have the fires investigated and that
ymuch could be accomplished by the
department,

.~ Hon, Thomas Crawford
west Toronto) didn’t believe that the
people were getting the.value of the
money being spent on the depart-
ment, and he didn't think the gen-
eral public was satisfied. There had
been no reduction in the number of
fires or i~ fire losses in the last vear.

Incendiarism Belleved Rare,

. Mr. Sam Carter (South Welling-
ton) believed that the cold weather
caused people to burn more fuel
than vsual, with the result that more
fires occurred. He asked if the sus-
picions that a number of fires were
due to incendiaries were justified.
¢ So far as criminal prosecutions are

(Northe'

I

Ly Mr. Lucas. He said that the agl- |
tation for the appointment of a Fu'o‘
Marshal was started by the insur-
ance companies and they agreed to
hay the expenses. The reason they
offered to pay WAas no doubt, be- |
cause of self-interest, The method
of collecting the money from the
companies he belileved was proper. |
1f the investigations are properly .
done the public will ultimately reap
+he benefit in lower rates. |

Afr. Proudfoot intimated that he‘
would have more to say as to thest
worlt of the department and ﬂrel
nrevention later in the session. |

Mr Joseph Kdgar (Parry Sound)
introduced a bill to incorporate the
village of Magnetawan.
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