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Treasurer McGarry Yields to
Liberals’ Demand

LEGISLATURE CLOSING

Liberal Speakers Peint to Abuses ——
Mr, McGarry Undertakes to Meeot
Call for Information During the
Year—A Spirited Debate.

“I have made provision and I have
the power now 1o get the informadion
my honorable friend speaks of, and [
hope to get L™
|  This was the declaration of the
.T-Imn. T. W. McGarry, Provincial Trea-
|ﬁurer. in referring to the remarks of
| Mr. Sam, Carter las: night in the
. L.egislature when Mr. Proudfoot's
race-track resolution was being dis-
| cussed. The member for South Wel-
:Iinglnn had been allnding to the re-
| fusal in the Public Acoounts Commit-

tea to disclose informallom as to the
revenues of various racing clubs, when
the Provincial Treasurer, rose 1o ex-

‘plain that in the fall of 1915, when
‘the Governmen. contemplated an in-
crease in the taxation of race-tracks,
there was no legislation on the stat-|
'mu book that enabled him to force
'the race-tracks to give a statemenL

statements Confidential,

'; tepresentatives of raecing associa-
‘tions came to him and said they were
| willing to submit statemeats of their
taccounts to him provided he would
'treat them as confidential. He would
|have been willing to produce the in-

formation in the Public Accounts|
| Committee if the Ontario Jockey Club
"h;u.l released him from his promise:
|
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to keep it confidential. “l1 am pre-
pared Lo give the House and my hon-
| orable friend all the information i
have if 1 am released {rom my pro-
mise. The House is not above my
given word, and I would leave the
House rather than break the promisge

| gave.”’
Amendment Adopted.

-

| An amendment 10 Mr. Proudfools
resolution, seconded Dy M, MceCrea
of Sudbury, was carried oa divis.on.
it approved of the declaration of the
' Government that it will do every-
thing it properly and Juastly can o
prevent illegal race-track gambling
within the Province,

Mr Carter maintainea the respon-
gibility was up to the Government (o
sake provision so as the Government
could get information from these as-
gociations, and it was at this point
that the Provineiai Treasurer said he
hai made provision and he hoped to
gel the information,

Evil Ciass Distinet ons.

Mr Carter, in the course ol bhis
| gpeech, said he was {rreconcilably
apgainst the policy of allowing Ontarie
under any circumstances one class of
icitizens who are wealthy to make
money by vice ‘vhen other men were
put in jail. The people of the Pro-
vince of Ontarie would never list&nH
L to any excuses. If there was racing,
' after this it weould be up 1o the Gov- |
ernment, And if there is a cleavage
beltween this Gevernment this nigh*
and the Doeminion of Canada, and if
the Federal Gevernment comse to an
| election in a few months withoa-
'at:t-eding te the requests of this
Legislature, we Wwill attend to ithem.
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{on in the ‘Provinee -which he bhelieved
- {were not in the ipterest and, well-’,

He hoped with the addition of thwe
women on the voting list that thinzs
~Wwould be cleaned up. He was op-
- Pbosed to this business, which wus
gllt-wing the rich te make millious
i:ﬁ 211:? kpaur to Eu to jail. These
ace tracks wer ringing 'er the
scun from the GStutes. i e

Hwmtinl to the I’rm'im:e.-

| In moving his resolution demand-,
iy that the Government take prompt |
and vigorous action to suppress the,
(grave public menace . of nrga,nizcd'
%uerpﬂra.leE race-track gambling, car-
ir_wd on for a percentage of the pro-
fits, Mr. Proudfoot (Centre Huron)
sald some. things were being carried

¥

being of the people of the Province.
lwlthin the last few years the Gov-
ernment had granted charters o nine
tull’lﬁ-ru?.'ut concerns.  1n 19516 licenses
‘were jssued for running  rights at
lquite a number of places and the
revenue apparently received by the
Provinee wag somcthing like $125,000.
"tle (ound ftom one staiement that on
CAugust 26, 1916, some $378,000 pass-
‘e throueh the Hendric betting ma-
‘ehine at Windsor, and on tie nNew
Devonsihire track on one day $228.000.

should Stop Gambling,

Vir. Proudfoot declared that though
the charter of the Gore Bay Riding &
Driving Association had apparently

Japsed. a license was granted for
running rights on two occasions last
cvear, giving these people an oppor=
tunity to do husiness. e thought |
| the (iovernment should’ take steps 10 |
 preveni gambling. It couid A Very |
'easily have heen stopped if the de-
'partment had seen fit to do so. Many
\ people came over from the State of
' Michizan and made Use of this Pro-
| vince in a mmanner which, he said, was |

| i . ot
o disgrace to_Ontario.

CTreasurer’s Con fessions,
{  «§ am not a iace-track samblel, i
.II nsualiv o down to the Woodbine,
‘and if it is my fortune | will go down
"there this vear and next year,’ said
Mr. MeGarry. Some years aAgu 4 pPro-
minent Liberal, Sir Allen Ayleswnrth,{
argued that hetting ol 4 horse race1
t
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Fwas no more ot o camble :1.‘:'11:] jl.iﬁt-:i,ﬁ
Flif'..‘,rii ag insurance ol a 1'1‘!:'!.111.‘% lite.

| ““Poppreock!” exclaimed Mr. Me-
| Donald (North Bruce)., |
b Mpr. MeGaryey s2id two eminent Tn: |
lronto lawvers, W. N Tilley and L
tlellmuth, had tald him he could nﬂt|
srevent the Devonsaire rang-traqk |
people {rom nolding raee 1'ne~_et1n:gs in |
| Ontario when they had a ]_Hnnmi(}n:
charter and paid the taxes a.nﬂd
license fees., ile ad 1191.hmg‘_tﬂ m-}
Lipact with relierence to his conduct in |
' shat maiter. he sald. . |
Ethﬁ}ll:'ni\;?;—ii‘l power of the Province
L with reference 10 jssuing licenses _tr)
race associations was Now being m-l

vestigated.
WwWould Minimize ovils.

wThe  (Governiment intends to E}{}
evervthing it can nroperly an_ﬂ just- |
1y d::r to minimize the evils In .E{'_'il'l;
| nection with . r=/ c-Arack gambling,
| said Mr. McGary: “bLut T am going to
| act. within .the, law 0L thie Dominion
of Canada. T am not.going to he }*ﬂ_ﬁl}:
ed or driven by the oulcry ot ﬁtn}]
newspaper. S0 long 4s 1 anybnchm_
hv eminent counsel, so long as I know
[ am advancing qccording to the 1:1\-..:.-;
of the country, so jong {.Illl_-."llll the G?\ -
ernment to have the backing of .:ht--.
people.  We are. not i.ryu}g_ to hult:
anybody in this. We as L-sn‘u'm‘;lh.ne:},
must proceed legally and orderiyv. We
must 2o ahead with the laws as Wwe
have them on the statute book 10-
S ay..
May Increase Taxes.

“Truring the next few months 1
hope to be able, to get information
upon which legislation may be_bused
o meet the case, if legislation I8
 needed, and I will increase the taxes
' on race tracks if I find that the we-
| celpts of the racipg associations jus-
| tify an increase in taxation. We have
"the right to send investigators to the
varions race wmeetings, and I am
hopeful that this Government  will
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