spend a dollar on account
. of this rﬂuliupmqnt, if these com-
anfes have a right to its diversion.
It is n , therefore, to make
tne law clear,” said Sir Adam, “and
that we should have legislation with-
out delay and that the matter should
be considered from every standpoint.
1, therefore, call the aitention of the
GJovernment to the necessity of pass-

‘ng legislation if it can be passed.”

Order Was Passexd.

Afn order in Counecil was passed in
%913 declaring that the companies
snnder contract should be notified, and
an order was then made limiting the
water that the several companies
were entitled to take, not to exceed
© 9956 cubic feet of wuter per second,
‘We undertook to prepare an esti-
mata of the amount of water gstill
available for the purpose of generatl-
ing power with a view to ..qn'pplying
the future needs of the mynicipali-
ties,” sald Sir Adam.

‘“The present Government passed
un enabling act to develop this power
as recommended by the Commission,
based on the estimates prepared by
the engineers of the Commission. No
one had any conception or idea that
thene various companies would vio-
late their agreement, would defy the
orders in Council or the acis of thisg
Tegiislature from time to time limit-
inz tho use of water. The first intl-
mation we had was in the monih of.
December, 1916, when Mr., P. W, El-
lis, Chairman of the Niagara Falls
Park Commission, advised the Chlef
Pngineer of the Hydro Electirie Com-
mission that the Electrical Developn-
ment Company were exceeding their
rights in the use of water and the
development of power within the
nark. The Chief Engineer reported o
the Commission as follows:

Complaint of Waiter Thelt.

*“‘I have the honor to inform vou
that on Saturday, December 16th, Mr.
P. W. Ellis, Chairman of the Niagara
FFalls Queen Victoria Park Commis-
gion. telephoned to inform me that
he had received a letter from Mr.
Jackson, the Superintendent of the
park, from which the following is an
excerpt: “I have just had an oppor-
tunity to examine the records of the
Flectrical Development Company,
which were taken for the six months
ending July 31st after my leaving the
office. It appears that the company
has Been exceeding its limits of 125 -
000 h.p. during the months of June
and July, when it went upon ocecasion
ags high as 132,000 h.p. In August
the record shows as high as 134,000
h.p., while in September power to the
extent of 143,000 h p. was developed.
On October 31st the load charts show
over 144,000 h.p.” Mr, Ellis pointed
out that this company was vViolating
its eontract to the extent of approxi-
mately 20,000 h.p. during Septembenp
and October. Also we are verballv
F‘ﬂ“ﬁﬂd by the company (Canadian
Niagara Power Company)  that it
propcses at an early date te operate
the No. 10 unit, which is at préspni
being constructed in its Plant, ‘This

. will give the company & rated capace
ity of 112,600 h.p, and an actual load
capacity of approximately 108,000
h.p., or 8,000 to 12,000 h.p. in excess
of the well recognized terms of the
4greement for the generation of
Power within the park. This matter
113 brovght to the attention of the
Commission so that such action may
be taken asg is deemed advisable in
q‘rder to protect the interest of the
Commission in regard to the use of

 the surprlus waters of Niagara.

Ellis Makes Confirmation, |

“T called np Mr, Ellis and he c¢on- |
firmed the statement he had made
.t‘n Mr, Gaby,” continued Sir Adam.
I asked him what he purposed do- |
ing about the matter and he said he !
would consult with the Government
and the Counsel of the Commission.
He (Mr. Ellis) said it was preposter-
ous and inconceivable to him that
the company should undertake to di-
vert this water and appropriate it

without the Xnowledge of this Com-
mission, yet Mr. Fleming save ‘We
concealed nothing, therefore we did
not steal anything.’

“ILet us se the actual value of the
water they took,” proceeded BSir
Adam. “At $16 per h.p. the figures
are: June, $9,320; July, $9,320:
August, $12,000; Sept., $24,000: Oct.
$25,300; Nov., $29,400, December,
$29,400; January, $26,760; ¥eb., $31,-
700, March, $33,200, or a total of
$230,000 water power disposed of .

P e e v

‘b¥ the corhpany

consideration by the members of the

‘the officials of the department, they

|

!
|

L]

- Toronto, dbut these are just as firmly

in these few short
months., That is estimated at $360,-
000 a year at the present rate, And
this is, what Mr. Fleming jocularly
calls ‘a few buckets of water.’ And
then they say they are prepared to
pay 50 cents per horse-power for the
use of power amounting to 20,000

horge-power.

Very Profitable.

“They disposed of over $360,000
worth of power without an additional
investment of a dollar of money. The
operating costs are exactly the same.
They have no additional cost of ad-
ministration or maintenance what-
ever, and there is $260,000 clear
profit to thie company for the use
of which they did not pav five per
cent. of the total amount, The amount
of water they used was approximate-
ly 14,000 cublec feet per second,
whereas in the order in Council lim-
ited them to 9,985 cubic feet, or b0
per cent, more in excess of the quan-
tity of water they have a right to use.
And yet he calls this a ‘few buckets
of water'!

Beck Not Responsible,

Mr. Fleming bhad said the com-
pany was prepared to go to the
courts, but that the moment such,
was ruggested the Chairman of|
the Xlyvdro Commission galloped to
the Parliament Buildings to ask)|
for mercy. "1 wsuppcse he refarli
to the legisiation that was pass- |
ed at the Jast session of the Ilouse,
which enables this Government or the |
Frovince of Ontario to generate pawer |
at Niagara Falls,” said Sir Adam. *“I
wish to say I ain not responsible . for|
that legislation in any shape or furm.i
I am mnot responsible for the Attor-
ney-General not issuing a fiat. I ask
the Attorney-General if I asked him
not to issue a fint."” |

Hon. Mr. Lucas said the applica-
tion for a fiat came from. the Elec-
trical Development Company to the
department in the usual wayv, After

Government, ag well as himselt and

decided it was not a case for granting
a fiat at all.

Mr, Carter (South Wellington)—
Therefore this does not hear out the
statement that such influence was
used by the Hydro Commission for
that purpose,

Sir Adam Beck-—They may take his
(the Attorney-(;eneral’s) word. I do
not ask them to take my word for
anything,. 1 am not responsible to
Sir Williamm Mackenzie or any of his
henchmen or associates.' 1T am re-
spongible to the people of Ontarie. T
regard that as a sacred responsibility.

“These men do not obey the orders
il_:lf the court,” proceeded Sir Adam.
“They say, *Permit us to go into the
courts,” but they do not obeyv the orders
of the court., There wae an order
of the Privy Council to remove the
poles from the streets of the city of

rooted and planted on thé streets as
they were on the day that order was
issued. The orderg# in Council, the!
scts of this Legislature, the agrea-.
ments and contracts are mere scraps |
of paper in the minds of these pat- |
riotic and holy gentlemen.” :

Gets After CNLE. |

Sir fidarn again criticized the Cana-
dian Northern, and said he would have
nothing to do with any proposed co-|
operation on the part of these men.




