Adminisvation Defeated

RACE - TRACKS DISCUSSED

e il

Government Vote on West Middlesex
Member's “Combine” Resolution
Was 54 to 25 — Proudfoot Hints

Government is Protecting Friends,

s

By a vote of 04 to 26, the Govern-
ment in the Legislature vesterday af-

ternoon defeated a resolution intro- |

Jduced by Mr. J. C. Elliott (West
Middlesex), condemning the Ilearst
Administration for abandoning the
investigation and prosecution of ille-
32l combines.

The resolution was iu the follow-
ing terms.

‘“In view of the present high cost of
Hiving and the {increasing burden upon
the working classes and those in re-
celpt of limited incomes, due~‘o ths
high cost of the necessaries of life, this
Hoyse condemrns the abandonment hy
the Government of the Investigation
and prosecution of the {llegal combinen
formed to limit competition and to en-
hance prices, notwithstanding the ud-
vice of the then Crown Attoruey of the
clty of Toronto, that these corabinen
were violating the provisions of the
ceriminal code, and that the Govern-
ment was In possession of the necessary
avidence to proceed with prosecution;
and this House l?huf the opinion that
these illegal combjhes to enhance pricen I
still exist in the Province, and that it
ie the duty of the Government to in-
restigats all alleged {llegal combine- |
tions in restraint of trade and to prose-
cute vigorously all those which appear
to be violating the law, and to take all
yuch further action ar ™ay protect the
consumer agalnst the o« . of ths neces-
saries of life being unduly emhanced by

Elliott Resolution .Cehsufﬁb

monopolies and combines which unfairiy
limit that competition.”

Receive More Attention.
Mr. ElHott, in support of lis mo-

tion, thought the matter was not re-
ceiving the attention it ought to re-
eeive from he Attorneyv-General's De-
partment at a time when the cost
of the necessaries of life were fall-
ing so heavily upon the people. In
1908 when prosecutions were insti-
tuted & number of convictions were
secured, but other cases were allowed
L0 g0 on suspended sentence, e con-
sidered that conditions had not im-
proved =since then ang maintained
cthat the matter should be diligently
nvestigated. He suggested that in any
:a88 where there was suspicion that
a combine existed that investigation
should be conducted by somebody
who is free to a large extent to de-

vote his time to these important mat-
[ers.

Premier Hearst said this motion

could be accepted as a vote of want
of confidence in the Government., If
r.?m member for West Middlesex de--
sired to bring the matter up in a non-
‘partisan way it would' have Dbeen |
brought up in some other method
than the one clhosen. The motion was
one of lack of confidence and there-
*.Enrﬂ the Government would ask its
‘ollowers to negative the resolution. |
The matter brought before the House
:1; a?h ::Idb:tnryi and satisfatcory

yer . »Peen giv the. '
Mtumi:y-ﬁamral,l l?:; hyflé‘i‘;.}f?l.‘ ﬁ:
fIausa and country could rest as-
sured that the Attorney-General
would be alert to do his duty in this
and every other matter pertairing to
the administration of justice.

Mr. Allan Studholme (East Hamil-
tnnl) diid not think the Attorney-Gen-
::n, f he took action, would have

g0 Very far to prove successfully -
that there were combines,
Increase Production,

Mr. Hugh M
'one ‘way to m:::mthfalﬂhmry) said

e increased ?
of living was to increase acrleilt:::i

ur g in American labor to
assist . Ontario -tumq{& this summer.
¥le also emphaslized the impo: of
more active measures to secure set-
rlement of New Ontario. i A
Hon. Mr. Ferguson  thanked Mr.
Munro for his ‘valuable suggestions,”
and added that the Government was
now trying 'to ‘attract settlers to ‘the
North country. -
Mr. Hartley Dewart said the ques-
tion of food supply was very import-
snt at the present time, and he some-
times thought that instead of employ-’
ing such an expensive Commission to
deal with liquor licenses when there,
were no licenses, the Government
might appoint the Chairman of that
Commission a special Commissioner |
‘o investigate the question of food |
supply. He had noticed the members'
of the License Commission sitting in
the gallery of the Legislature day,
aftor day, and if they had nothing.
better to do with their time he,
+hought they might be better occupied |
investigating a matter that was of
areat importance to thé public in.
these high-cost-of-living days. 3

Hon. Mr. Lucas Angry.

This suggestion drew an angry re-
ply from Hon. I. B, Lucas, who ac-
cused Mr. Dewart of making “an of-
sensive attack on Mr. Flavelle, Chair-
man of the License Board.” .The

‘member for Southwest Toronto evi-
dently is prepared to do anything in
a1 emergency, said the Attorney-
General. It was “a gratuitous in-|
sult” to Mr. Flavelle, “It's the action
of a2 demagogue in this country,” and
“he is endeavoring to take advantage
of public opinion and make political
capital,” quoth Mr, Lucas. “He lI:
ways doubted Mr. Dewart's sincerity,’
he said. _ |
“{ don’'t know why the Atterney-
General should get into such a pae-
sion” commented Mr, Willlam Proud-
foot, who followed. *“Evidently he
not have his ear to the round this
afternoon for a time, but when the
member for S. W, Toronto got after
him, he began to sit up and, take
notice.”” The sole reason why the
Government refused to prosecute
combines, declared the member for
Centre Huron, wag because their own
political friends were invoived. .
 Mr. Johnson (West Hastings) in-
terrupted -to ask if the Liberals
knew of any combines.
. ."Yen,” said Mr. Proudfoot, “the
one of which Mr., Kemp is the head.
'That's one.”

Faddists Control Schools.

When the House was dealing with
the ' supplementary estimates M.

L‘William McDonald (North Bruce)

was heard at his best in the lighter
vein. He cited many instances from
the curriculum to show “that educa-
tion had fallen into the hands of fad-
dists.’”” The first case quoted by M.
McDonald was, “Draw and paint a
box of onions.” “How doe8 that
look, or rather how does it smell?”
was the comment of the member for

| North  Bruce, and then he advised:
"'Teach. them to grow onions instead
of drawing them.” Another choice
specimen which made the members
of the House rock with laughter was:
“Draw & picture of the noisy geese
that babbles o'er the pool.” “Hf is a
goose who put that on the paper,’’ .de-
clared the member for Bruce. “Draw

would be more true to 1ife,”” he added.
"J'.-'hen turning to Dr. Pyne, Mr. Mc-
Donald asked: “Why .don’t you clip
the wings of these jacki.ssei who put
these things on the paper? .
-~ Mr., Sam Ca.rtgr—-—‘lgnu mean their
ears. (Loud laughter. v ol
y Mr.(McDuna.ld—uYes. their ears.
The member for North EBruce

;trungl}* contended that hg.rttahnuld~,qutr
ing subject. 5 1
be made a plucking R %

= Mr. Sam Carter protested

$600,000 being given to the Toronto
University and- only $50,000 for tech-
mical education, which aftected 50 per

' the people.
t_]ﬁﬂt. o-t Dr. II}.,Y ne Et.ated .’tMt o lbﬂllt

ne stated. - Vi o
’ 000 was given to technical edu
ziti?::. and Mr, Carter replied that

this did not tally with the figure that

Hon. Howard Ferguson ha-dkfgivan at
another time., , . ... .. =~
Discuss JRacetracks. ,

A ghort discussion O racetracks

ster-
lace in the Legislature ye i
Eﬂau;{ i?n. connection with & INGE n bj

a, picture of the Attorney-General
<with. his ear to the ground, and *tﬂ;\a.tl




