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Sir William Mackenzie has written
the following lettor to Sir William
Hearst, Premier of Ontario, copies of
which he has handed to the press:

“Sir—I have been subjected to an

REPLIES TO SIR ADAM

outrageous ottack bv Rir Adam Beck!

on the floor of the Legisletive Assem-
bly, and submit that, in ail fairness,
I am entitled to a reply. Surely a
member of the Assemblv is not en-
titled to use his vosition for uttacks

0f this nature, dealing with 1wany
matters not concerning the Legisla-
ture, and thus cloaking his personal
vindictiveness with its prestige! The

circumstances
otherwise 1 would
open letter, which
give to the press.

niost unusual,
not sgend vou this
[ also propose to
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“Sir Adam has rveferred to having.
been threatenead with a libel suit. fe
did not tell the Assemnly, however,

the circumstances which, when relat-

ed are, it seecins to me, not at all to
his credit.
“The words of Sir Adam to whieh

we took formal excention R
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lighed in The ilobe, and vere spoken!

at a publiec nmieceting in Hamilton,

“We sent to The Glnbe and to Sir
Adam Beck a notice that these words
¢f the speech, ‘the Canadian North
ern has {ssued bonds double the
of the construction of the vood,” con-
stituted a libel,

-

“Here is an extract fron) (e
(GGlobe's repli: The staff reporter of

The Globe, wlho was present at  the
neeting, assured me thot he iz pre-

pared to go into the witne:s box and
swear that the words were used by
sir Adan: Beck.'
wheil seen by The Clobe, said: ‘Tf vou

have set me down as saying that, 1
might have said it. I don't know.’
The Globe's letter wwas dated Decem-

ber 27th.

“Bearing in mind what Sir Adam

- Eaid to The (ilole, please read what

Sir Adam wrote to our general coun-
sel, the THon. Ar. Phippven, the next

day-—namely, December 28th: ‘I am
in receipt of yours of the 2¢6th in-
stant, In whiclhh you complain of an

article which appearcd in The Globe

HNir Adam himeelr, |
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containing what i{s ollgged to be =
statement made by me at @ public|
meeting in Ilamilton. T have not the!
paper before me, but 1 desire to =ay
that T did not use the language as'
(uoted in yvour letter zs having been |

renorted 1un The Globe respecting a
meeting recently ireid in Hamilton.'”

L leave it for you and the public to

L0 ueterimne on which occasion Sir
Ada told the {ruth. YWhen he was

speakiny to The Glohe, when he was
writingy the letter of denial avoiding
Suiit, or wnen.he was spewaking berore
the Legisiative Ascembly, and in bom-

pastic terms inviting an action tor
libe!? Thig much is certain: on oue
of {he tliree occasions, probably on

two of them, Sir Adam did not tell

'the truth,

Sir Adam, in seelking to injure me
and the arfairs over which I preside,

nas made a direct aitack vpon the
honor of vaour House vhen he said,

a3 reporied: “Every rvear in tane Pri-
vate Bille Comrnittee vou see iheir
1aanipulations and machinations in
connection with various bills.” The
Toronto & VYork TNadial Railway
Company is even at tiiis writing belore
vour Private Bille Convmittee, and
3‘1&3 for the past nmumber of vears been

sefore Tour differenrt cormmittees,
arc t PresnIne raference is
1cada Lo this cormpany, Of
wnich T am Pregident. I am as-
stuired '» the Manager of the com-
pany, wio has dire¢t charge over

legislation, and by the golicitors, that

there has been no lebbying in con-
nection withh these appearances e-
fore ithe committees, the Manager

soing so far as to say that “not one
memnber of this Legislature has been
asked to support the bills, gave and
ercept by coureel in formal legal ad-
dress before the committees sisorbl-
ed.” T say the company's legislative
methods arc clean, free from taint of
“manipuiation and machinations.” 1f
I am right, Sir Adam’'s words are
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honor of the Asgsembly and the repu-

despicable ecalummy, aiike on
tation of the company. Lét there be
& searching iuvestigation into this

matier, out of which the public may

judge for themselives which 0of us
gpcaks the truth: and Jet the man
who speaks ncet the trutl talic tlie

consequences,

Sir Adanm’s receni outbursl appeatls,
from press reports, to have bean
caused by some fancied attazcxX upon
the Hydro Radlal plans by the Caun-
adian Northern in Hamilton.

l.et me Dbriefly explain this situos
tion. Iimmediately before the war,
the Canadian Northern had purchas-
and ground feor

-

cd o right-ot-way

terminal vards in Hamilion, dince
the war, the Canudian Northern hay
not been able to continue with the

work for financial reasons. Tiis
winter Bir Adam submitted to Hamil-
ton raedial by-law, which was le-
J e ted by Lo citizens, After the de-
cisive rejection the :

el

bhy-law by
[Hamilton and several of the interest-
cd municioalities, the Canagdian Nore
thern asked the Council of Hamilton
to approve of itz plans in the city,
hoping to,zo on with the work thig
surmrmer. Sir Adain onjected to tiis
approval, and apparently ts the

wan

rizht-of-woy and terminal lands tor
the lydro Radizl, in spite o1 the
sitizensg’ reiectinu  of the Dby-law,
' ndor i;ms-;a. cireumstances it would
not ordinarilv be expected that the
Canadian Northern would extend <o

willing hand {o Sir Adam.
aidl. 1 Mareh btir ¥ wWrote 1O the

i {omilton, stating that:

Mavor of
ia the Canadian Nortaern
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Railwar Compnany now willing, bhut
it hras on more tiaan one occasion ot-
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fered to co-uperate in a [rlendly #p

ywwith Eilr Adam's ~eninrprise.

There .;';1*._!--1.1" be 1o conti.ct ht.-
tvween the Canadian  Nortiiern and
Hvdro Radial The one is a trans-

contirental railway having a;“.;‘rru:{in:;-

ately ten thousand iniles of line in
Canada. and five thousaud of it8
miles of railway are in the yprairvic

Provinces of Western Canada: the
other i a local electric railway plan-

ned for central! Ontario. Our West-
arn mileage, we were naturally anx
lous to connect up with such an im-
portant indusirial centre as Hamii-

tou: and fuoriher, to carry the rail-
] >t Tlamuilton to conunectiion
the Anlerican coal-carrving
roads at the Niagara frontier, Ay of-
ficials will bear me out when 1 say
thiat {nstractions liave Leen issued to
uiter not one word against the
Fydro Radial scheme, 1 have my owh
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ldeas as to its usefulness to tae
country: but [ om not expiressing
therny at the present time, nor do I
Lropose that Canadian Nortaern oi-
ficials shall tude part in the con-

troversy. The citizensy of the Province

But ve

LSt aeclde chis issue for theniselves, !

Sir Adam has more than once re-
fleeted uwon my business judgmeut,

and with sgtrange inconsistency per-
sigtentiy covets one after another of
the things 1 have tried to huild up.

Sir Adam, while not
dlreer charge of wrong-doing on my
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making any

part in conuecllon with the Can- .
adian Northern Railway., has dealt
lberaily .with inuendoes, all of .

v,-hir-.h were eviaently designed to dis-
creqit me 1n
ately, my record with the Cvanadian
Northern does not lie
and there is evidence to hand whieh
belics his statements. It will be re-
memperea that ig 1914 the Cangdalan
Northern, having buvilt its railways to
o higher standard than was required
by itg contracts with the Govermment,
was compelied o apply to Parliament
for further sssisiance., Tt is no secret
that thie Governinewt was loath to
comply with the reguest, and ingiste(
upon & thorouzh investigation of the
conipany’s affairs, Tor many months
trafflc experts, auditors and other of-
ficia's apvointed by the Governinént
subjected the company and its affaif;;
to stringent investigation, ang altér
the reports had been received and (j.
gested, the I'remier, Sir Robert Beps
den, stated from
House: “I am Dbound to say that the
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publiic opinion. Teortun- |

liis liands, |

the floor of the |
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