Premier Hearst Says Impos-
sihie to Quote Figures
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SECOND READING GIVEN

Only Urgent Public Works to be Pro-

ceoded With During War — Mr,
Rowell Presses for More Details of

Govgrnment’s Plan,
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A1 estumate of some Kind uf what

{ he proposed Provincial highway
gcheme would cost was asked by Mr.
Rowell in the l.egislature yesterday,
when the second reading of 1'.11_13 bill
on the subject came up for considera-
tion. The Liberai leader considered
ft inconceivable that the Government
gkhould embark on a project involving
fhe erxpenditure of several million dol-
Jars without having some idea of the
- probable cost of {the undertaking.
'ne information sought for was not

supplied, Premier Hearst stating
- #he was advised Dby engineers that,

]

having regard to the wuncertainty of
t ae future cogl of labor and so forth,

- ¢t would be impossible for anv engin-

eer to give even an approximate _euti-
amate at the present time of what the
road would cost.

Veel Labor Scarcity.

Hon. Mr. Macdiarmid, iu noving
ihe Becond reading, stated it was not
tne intention of the Government to
mnake any large expenditure on roads

aduring the present year. as there was
#. Becarcity of labor. and it would Dbe
almost a crime for the Government to
enter the labor market in competition
with manufacturers of munitions.
C‘onstruction - work would proceed
after the war, and in that way the
(rovernment hope to give amployvment
10 a large number of soldiers. In the
meantime the highway from Windsor
"0 Montreal could be assumed. and
provigion made for its maintenance,

Revemue ¥rom Motor Licenses,

The Minister said that in 1916 the
sSum of $614,000 had been collectea
from ‘automobile taxes, and this year
they expected the amount would bse
$760,000. Five vears from now the
probable revenue from that source
would be £1,250,000. The Govern-
inent had set aside £3,000.000 for the
roads system.

rive Farmers a Chance.

Mr. Sam Clarke (West Northui-
herland) sald he would rather gee the
tovernment YHnild roads that would
serve Lthe farmers and lead to the mar-
ket towns of the Provinece than a road

thai would be a pleasure road for mo--

torists. Radial railwavs were more
desirable, in his Opinion, than a
speedway for automobiles. With re-
gard to assessment, he thought it
would be unfair to ask as much money
from municipalities that were only
touched by the road on the fringe as
from wmunicipalities where the road
vassed through the centre of the
municipality. The proposed road
would be a luxury so far as the muni-
eipalities he represented were con-
Hﬂﬁgd‘#ﬁ: ,h d
. \OwWell pressed the Gove

for their estimate of the prubaﬁ:n cil;::;
of the road. “It is incunceivaple.
said he, “that the Government shoniq
embark on a project involving the ex.
penditure of several million gqollars
without having some idea of the prob-
able cost of the undertaking, do
not ask for details, bus I do think

‘we are entitled to an estimate
. kind. Have the Gover of asiae
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