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FOR AGRIC

Government Rejects Pro-l
posal of Liberals Demand-
ing a Reorganization That :
Would Insure Leadership
—Generous Offer to Let
Such a Man be Returned
Unopposed |

By a4 vote of 45 to 19, the Gov-
ernment just before midnight defeat-
¢d a proposal of the Liberals to ap-
point a Minister of Agriculture to
succeed the late Hon., James Dufi, 1n |
a resolution offered by Nelson Par-
lHament, Prince Edward, the Opposi- |
tion urged the Government to select |
4 man who is able to devote his whole
time to the work of the department,
and who by practical training and ex-
perience is able to give leadership in
agricultural matters, They also advo-
cated the appointment of a Deputy
Minister, who by reason of his tech-
nical and practical knowledge of ag-
riculture in Ontario is fitted to fill the
post.

BY the same vote second reading
was-: given. to the bill introduced by
Sir William Hearst providing for the
reorganization of the Departinent of
Agriculture. involving chiefly the an-
pointment of Prof. Creelman of the
Ontario Agricultural College as Com-
missioner of Agriculture, and malk-
ing legal the appointment of two De-
pwties and an Assistant Commission- |
er. . ) |

Sir William Hearst said that he will !
see thdt he would nil the position of |
Minister’ of Agriculture for the time |
being, but he had no intention of oc- |
cupying that post permanently, If |
’Prof, Creelraan’s duties proved too
heavy, a new Commissioner would be
chosen, or a new professor would be
appointed for the Ontario Agricul-
tural College, said the Premier, ?

In the course of the debate My, !
Rowell, speaking for the Opposition, |
offered that if Sir William Ilearst
would appoint the ablest man that
could be secured for the position of
Minister of Agriculture, the Liberals
would undertake not to oppose hini at
the by-election that would be neces-
sary. Sir William made no reference
10 this offer in his reply.

Mr. Nelson Parlianment (Prince 12d-
ward) moved, seconded by  Mr. J.
Grieve (North Middlesex), an amend-
ment to the Government bill “‘reor-
ganjzing the department,” that all
the words in the motion after the
first word ‘‘that” be struck out and
the following substitu‘ed therefor:

. “In the opinion of this flouse, the
conditions created by the war make
inereasingly important the demand
for eficient leadership and efiective
administration in he Denartment of
Agriculture, and that the present
urgent need is the appointment of &
}ﬂlﬂﬂer of Agriculture, to succeed the
late Honorable Mr. Duff, who is able
to devote his whole time Lo the worlk |
of the department, and who by prac-
tieal training and experience i« able
to give leadership in anricuitural .
matters, and the appointment of o
Peputy Minister who by —eason of his
techmical and practical knowledze ol
dgriculture in this Province is fitted
to fill this most important post; and
that therefore the said bill b2 not now
read the second time, but be read the |
second time on this day ~ix :'mmthr_:.”]
!
|
|

Leadership Necessary in
~ Department of Agriculture

Dealing with the bill to reorganize
the Agricultural Department,. Mr,
Rowell gubmitted that the Govern-
‘ment was making a hydra-headed,
inefficient department by the manner
in which it was proposed to reorgan-
matters, and urged the Prime
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lieve what the I _ _
wants, what the farmers of Ontario
want,”. said Mr. Rowell, “is an ecill-
cient leader.in the administration of '
the Department of Agriculture, a
practical man, who has the qualities

Ky

draw the bill. I be- !
Province of Ontario |

of ‘Jeadership, who will devote his
whole time to the work of the depari-
ment, and who will go throughout
the Province, meet with the agricul-
tural community and wi'l be a real
jeader in all matters thal relate tothe
interests of agriculture throughout
the Province. The agricultural in-
terests want associated with him, just
as an article in The IFarmers’ Advo-
cate very fairly pointed out, an able
Deputy Minister, the most eflicient

that can be secured, a man with the

largest practical experience and the
widest vision.

Beason Given in Simcoe,

'*Hy honorable friend the Prime
Minister, in introducing the bill, sug-
ﬂesiéd that his reason fur_ taking tl}e
portfolio at the present time was In
order  that there may be some re-
organization, some change of i_?t'-rtmn
brancheg hitherto associated with the
departments, transferring them - to

other departments. That is a simple
matter. It 1s not necessary for my
nhonorable friend to take the position
Oof Minister of Agriculture to do-'that,
't may be my honorable friend the

Attorney-General expressed the real

reason when in the West Slnlﬂl_:flﬁ
campaign he suggested a reason had
been given by The Globe why ‘a
larmer had not been appoinied: that
if a seat were opened it would “be

contested,

Liberals Will Not Oppose.

“I want to say to my honorahble
friend the Prime Minister and the
membpers of the Government that if
for that or any other reason they
have hesitated to Jdo-what we béll&i"ji
ed the pablic interest demanded and
what the agricultural interests de-
mand-—the appointment of the
srongest and ablest practical man to |
this department—because of any.
guestion of opening a constituency, -so
vitally do we deem it to the agriculs
tural interests of the Province at this
time that the ablest possible praetical
man should be chosen, with the ablest
available Deputv Minister that I say, !
speaking from this side of the House,
the honorable Minister may open gny
constituency in this Province and
may appoint the biggest man for
Minister of Agriculture to be found in
the Province, and we on this side of ;
the House will not oppose an honor-
able member when he 'comes-to seek
re-election. So my honorable friehd
may be absolutely untrammeled in
chooging the pigzgest man he can ﬁﬂd,
for this important post.” The leader
of the Opposition suggested that the
nresent bill be withdrawn, that a
Minister be appointed and have as-
sock.ted with him a Deputy with
arientific and practical knowledge.
Under what was proposed in the re-
organization bill, the two most im-
nortant ‘officers, the Minister (the
Premier) and the Commissioner (Dr. |
Creelman) were able to give to this-
vital] department only their Epﬂ.l‘&'
time, and in order to supplement that
and to supply the operation nf_the_
department an Assistant Commission- |
er is pravided for with two Deputy '
Ministers. ; *
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Premier Too Dusy.

Mr. Severin Ducharme’ (North Eqs-
cex) said he was opposed to the bill |
because he thought it would- lead to
the running of a great department by
proxy. He had a great deal of ad-
miration for the Prime Minister, “hé
was a good and clever lawyer, but ha
diqd not think he was able to become
Minister of Agriculture at the pre-
sent time for more than one reason,
The principal reason was he was busy |
at something else and could not de-
vote the necessary time to such an
important department. The memhbez
for North IEssex decla._red that 1: 1:5
was proposed was leading to whs;m. .
called an officer-ridden departm o

Late Hon. Mr. Duff a Farmer.

—-Mr. A, H. Musgrove (North Huron)




