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‘Takes Away Authomy Over
Some Officials

LIBERAL PROTEST TIMELY

—— i —————— .

Hon. W. D, McPherson Adwits There
dre Isolated Cases and Premier
Promises Government Will Give
Matter Consideration.

- ——

—

What was declared to bLe a demand
for real self-government on the part
of municipalities was brought oyt in
the Legislature yesterday during
the discussion of the bill of Mr. Wil-
liam MeDonald (North Bruce), the
purpoert of which was to give muni-
cipal Councils full control in con-
nection with the appointment of

Medical Heulth Officers. 1le stated
that complaint had lLeen made that

the powers of Councils had been
taken away, Municipalitics ecould
appoint a Medical Uealth Oflicer,

dut if he did not turn out satisfac-
tory they could " not dismiss him with-
out the consent of the Provinelal
Board ol Health, He knew a case in a
municipality adjoining that in which
heo lived where a doctor ran up a bill
againet the inunicipality of $1,600,

There was an outbrealk of measles

and the doctor thought it a good op-
Dortunity to raake the bill high and
the municipality had to pay. It re-
sulted in the defeat of the Reeve, who

wtood behind the JAedical Heallh
Officer.
Taking Advantage of lLaw.

The member for North Bruce

maantained that thev must not.cen-
tralize power too much to-day in the
Government of Ontario; they must
not take away from the municipalities
their full rights in regard to the of-
ficers they appoint and the men they
pay. *‘There is no man in this As-
sembly who is more anxious than I
am to see the public health of this
Province maintained,” remarked Mr.
Mc¢Donald, *but T am of the opinion
there are some Medical Health Of-

weers taking advantage of the law as |

it stands and imposing bills on  the
Councils that they would not put in
¥ -they did not know the Provincial
Roard of Health would have to col-
=ent to their dismiszal before they
could be put out of office.”  He knew
of one municipality in the county of
Bruce which wanfed to dismiss a
doctor, and Dr. McCullouzh of the
Provincial! Health Devartment wrote
baek saying that he would not con-
sent to it.

Minister Says Isolated Cases,

fon. W, D, McPherson (Provineial
Necretary) said there ‘were in the
Frovince a large number of Medical
Officers of IHealth, and if there had
neen any particular grievanges on the
part of the municjpalities one would
think that the number of instances
wogld be overwhelmidg., 'He had
made inquiry asz to the facts“in regard
t :,..t}il!.a gnd he found. that. complainis
ay the municipalities as against their
nealth officers are comparafively few
in number, and-that-whaere there had
apparently been a case made out by
the municipality against the medical
officer the municipallty was satisfied
with . the way the Provincial Baqard
of Health had agted. " :

To the rvequest: that he withdraw
his bill, Mr. MeDonald “said if other
members found no obfeétions in their
rart of the Province he avould ' not
press the matter to a vote, but in his
locality it was  certainly a burning
gquestion. The case he ‘had particu-
—aartly referred to was in_ My, Came-

sums for any service to any person.

ron's riding; the townghip of “Sulliv
in- the county of Grey;-t-"fﬁ N = .u '1"'-."*“;

- Mr. J. C. Elliott (West Midq esex

aﬁﬁ{tted that a medical officer Lﬂjgh)t
get unpopular with the municipality
on quarantining and other' matters |
but it came to be a question whe.
ther in the interests of public health
suelr an invasion of the rights of
self-government, as some termed it
was justified. He thought an amend.
inent to the.effect that it cause was

assigned it should not be necessary
ta have the consent of the Provincial :

Board.

‘Mr. McDénald withdrew his bill ﬂI’!I
the understanding, as he humorously |

pat it, that the Provincial Secretary
would put matters right.

Mr. Irwin Hilliard (Dundas) had a
bl en a similar subject, and ex-

|
|

Dlatnea that it provided that in the'

cage of a dispute hetween a, medical
officer and- a municipality as to

salary the mattcr be referred to the |

Coagnty Judge.

Que Yaw for All. B 2o ]

: !

Hon. Mr. McPherson said he saw |
no reason why a Medical Health
Officer should be treated in a differ- .
ent category to any other officer in |
thg ceorporation. ; '

Gavernment Will Inquire.

Mr. V. A, Sinelair (South Oxford)
supported Mv. Hilliard, and Mr. Me-
Donald exclaimed: “They are noty
really behind my bill. There is some-
thing in this. The Provincial Secre-
tary is not in touch with the situa-
tion, in this Province. He may know

' what is going on in Toronto, but he
does not know what is going on
'rt.hruughlnut the rural parts of On-
tario. 1If you men on both sides who
. represent rural! constituencies would
Stand up and speak vour minds |
'there would be something  doing.”
' (Laughter.)
Premier Hearst suggested the
 withdrawing of the bill and the Goyv-
‘ernment would give the whole mat-
ter its best consideration. -
‘Mr. Hilliard said ne had really ac-

| complished his ebject, and he would
'\ withdraw the bill. = . x

Land Patents Inquiry. ’

| . When Mr., Dewart ausked his ques-.
‘tions relating to ‘the issuing of land:
patents, Mr. G. koward Ferguson
held that it was a matter for a motion |
‘for a return.

i  The member for Southwest Toron-
‘ta thought the questions were =o few |
.that they might - be answered without®
"reguiring a- return.: '

| Hen. Mr. Fergusen--~It involves. |
thé searching of the files of the de-
partment over a very considerable
time and a lot of work. The proper
way is to ask for a return.

Mr. Dewart-—Can the hon. member
state when that will be brought
down?
| Hon., Mr. Ferguson—As soon as it
'can be,
|, "Mr. Dewart
- Thank you.

. Mr. Dewart's questions were::
'How many patents of lands have
been issued, under the mines &g'et, in
the District of Sudbury to corpora- i
tions since February 8, 1905, in ad-
dition to the six patents of land is-
sued to the Canadian Copper Co.
on the 13th day of December, 1916%
To what corporations were , such |
patents " igssued; on what dates; and |
in what townships were the lands
situated”?” Were sthe regulations with i
regard to timber preservation taken
advantage of by those who staked t
claims, and were they so relieved
from doing the necessary develop-
ment work reaquired by the mining
law of Ontario? If so, in what
cdses . |

T. & N. O. Accounts.

In view of the statement of Hon.
T. W. McGarry in his reply to Mr.
Rowell last week that the T. & N.
0. Railway was not in the same posi-
tion politically as the Intercolonial
Railway, and that its acgounts should
not be printed in the public accounts,:
Mr. Hartley Dewart introdueed a bill
to amend the T. & N. O. Railway act
to provide that any member of the
House may inspect the accounts of
the, Commission and take extra.cts‘l
from the books. | - .

Mr. Dewr.t also introduced a 'biﬂll’
to amend the Legislative Assembly
act so that: the payments of any

i

|

|

(with 2 smile)—
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through any Government Commission |

!or board may be regarded as thel
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