DEFAULTERS’ GET-AWAY |

 AIRED IN LEGISLATURE

Attorney-General Criticized

for Failing to Arrest J. W.

~ Moyes and A. F. Lobb —

Defence of Government

The cases of J, W. Moyes and A, b,
Lobtb were again brought to the at- |

tention of the lLegislature yesterday,
the discussion arising out of a mo-
tion by Mr. Proudfoot (Centro
Huron) for copies of all carrespond-
ence, reports, and documents in any
way relating to the attempted arrest
of Moves, who got control of s char-
ter known as the Ontario Wesi Shore
Reilway Company,

“The Hydro-electrio Commission
never, directly or indirectly, lodged a
mguast for the extradition of A. ¥,

Lobb,” declared Ion. I. B. Lucas, At-

torney-General, and member of the

Hydro Commission, in reply to Mr.
8am Carter, who mentioned the Lobb
affale.

A Public Outrage,

My, Carter—1 think it is an ont-
rage. 1 have heard the Atrorney-
Genersl say that Lobb got away with
$8,000 or $10,000 froin the Hydro, If
they have not lodged a complaint,
then it ia a public outrage.

Hon. Mr. Lucas said the Crown, on
fts own initiative, when it knew some
of the things, not only in connection
with the Hvdro, but also -in regard
o Mr. Lobb's estate down town,
used every effort to secure lL.obb. JHe
would be zlad to let Mr. Carter see
the information of the department.

Mr. Carter—I will be glad to see it.

Hon. Mr. Lucas—What 1 do point
out is that in all these cases the very
mention of these things in the House
defeats the very purpose the depart-
ment has in view,

A Startling Statement,

Mr. Carter—Your statement that
the Hydro-electric Commission did
not even refer this to vou nor draw
your notice to it is rather startling
o me.

Hon. Mr. Lucas—The Commission
never in any way asked for the ex-
tradition of L.obb,

Mr. Carter—Then they committed
2 bBlunder and no mistake gbout it

‘Get-awny of J. W. Moyes,

With reference to J. W. Moyes, who
Zot control of a charter known as the
Ontario West Shaore Railway Company,
Mr. Proudfoot said, although the
people might not consider they had
much chance of getting their money
back—they had been defrauded of at
least $126,000—a very vigorous effort
should be made to arrest Moyes, It
might be said that the people up
there were the only ones interested
in the prosecution. When a man like
Moves committed a fraud such as bhe
committed and got away with it, then
4t was an encouragement to other
people who were promoting schemes
of this and other kinds. It should
not, in cases of this tvpe, be left en-

tirely for the private individual to

start a prosecution.
Attorney-General’'s Defence,

Hon. Mr. Lucas sald if there was
brought down to the House the cor-

espondence showing how the de-
;trt:n' ent had been trying to reach
the man they were attempting to

arrest, that wouid defeat the very pur-'
pose of the hon. member who raised

the question. Moyes' last evidence

I

was on April 21, and then he vanish-

ed into the northland, and nobody
had seen him since. When the
man had gone away, three yvears after
the fraude had been committed .and

the money stolen, the department was

msked to get him.

. “The very municipalities, through

their _eounsel, through their repre-
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from 1911, knowing them a8

sdwritives, having the detalls, having

all the know they

were disclosed before the Rallwas_
Board, took no action, rqnde-n{} ngg
gestion to the A.ttﬂl‘nﬂjf-f.rﬂneil;ali J:-:-
partment,”’ said Mr. Lucas, :u: ﬁy -f
there were inﬂinuatl:{nﬂ ﬁf‘hl.a.n_ 3"
the Atturm:y-(}eneralﬁ Departinen

An attempt was appm*&ntlyn
made to get political advantage.

Reason for Delay.

My, Proudfoot said that,
was true & gre
been rmade about r}“:#r
‘bee“ [”i;ﬂur!p]'“'[}'f'lt'i1.'-?“
§mproperly, it Wak
actly how it would
the investigation ftook
the Railwal
fhat iime they ascertained what had
become of the money and how the
money had been spent. Just as soon
as the report was made by the board
the proceedings were instituted. It
was idle for the Attorney-Gemneral to
say his department did not
what was going on, when the pro-
ceedings appeared in the press every
day. Moyes could have been arrest-
ed long before he lefti,

funds having

nlace before

thet he had brought the matter up to|

zaln political capital

Was an Issue in Haron.

Mr. A. H. Musgrove (Noxih Huron)
anicdd the township of Ashfield was

ledge, knowing the fragduj

being

while It
at many staternents had
and disposed of

not Knovwn €ex-
work out until

Board. ([t was only at

know ',

He denied

in his constitnency, and at last elec-
tion this Moyves affair was one of the

most difficult points he had to meect
He, however, got a statement from
Mr. Foy, and that proved satisfactory
to the people.

Hon. Mr. Lucas said the first notl-
flcation they had from Mr. Proudfoot
was on May 3, 1914, while Moyes, it

was stated, had left on May 1. The

Attorney-General’s Department was
asked mot to arrest Moyes until the
Raoilway Board made tiheir report,

which report was issuned on the 11th |

of May. Inspector Boyd was alt once
placed on the job, and Moyes having

' heen supposed to have gone to Al-
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gonquin Park, the Inspector was told
aif to try and locate him there, while
the Toronto police kept his house
hare under observation.

Lawyers Differed.

Mr. Proudfoot stated thag personal-
Iy he wanted Moves to be arrested at

| once, but there were three =olicitors

and they did not agree.
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Hon. Mr. Lucas undertook that if

there was any correspondence that
could with advisahility bs brought
down it would De
However, if it wera fround that this

brought = down. -

"8hould not be daone it would not bhe

brought dowm

Penalties for “Listeners.™
Legislation was introduced by Hom

'Mr. Lucas imposing a penalty of not

more than $25 on telephone listeners.
This is intended to apply to rural
tglaphunau. “You can get the inform:a-
tion, but you cannot pass it on: that
is about the limit et present.,” sald

the Attorney-General with a smile: |

“This applies as well to operators.
where it I8 more serious, and a pen-
alty may be imposed upon anybody
wh;i repeats conversations that comes
o hnim over the telephone and :
intended for him.” - mot

The Attorney-General szid there

iwu another clause which provided
'the necessary machinery in connec-

tion with legislation which it was ex-
pected would be adopted at "Otta?a.
this session. That provided for joint
meetings of the Ontario snd Domin-
ion Boarda for the purpose of arrang-
ing terms for connections between
Provinecial and Dominion Companies.
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