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NICKEL COMPANY
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'_Mr. Dewart Shows Grant of

1
!
{

T rge—— T

- R g

— A

e TE o R B Sl s - e E

T Sm . W

- =

236 Additional Acres

STRONG SPEECH IN HOUSE
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Hon., M. Ferguson Claims Grant Was
Made to Private Prospector—>Mr.
Regarding

Dewart's Resolution

Nickel is Voted Down.

“This House would respecttfully
represent to your Honor that in
view of the vital part swhich nickel
plays in modern warfare and of
its zreat cconomic valae, the re-
fining of all nickel mined in this
Province should be carrvied on
wholly within the British Fmpirve,
and, so far as practicable, whoily
within the Provioce: and as a sten
towards the Government conirol
of the nickel industry this Pro-
vincee should own  and operate
a refining plant in which all the
nickel matte mined in this Pro-
vince should be refined.”

—

YA

——— -y wm ol -

B o e w m — ——  —

This resolution, moved by .‘Hr*.i

Dewart and sevonded by Mr. Carter
Ltormed the
Dewart's

cvnelusion of M.
strong and Aggressive
8pecech in Lthe Legislature yesterday

duving the debate on ithe Address,
It was voted dowy by fiftv-nine to

twenty-six, and the [,ouse Appreved
an amendment by Mr, McCrea ex-
pressing approval of the
Iment's course

Govern-
regarding nickel,

The House and galleries were

(erowded, and the points. of the new

Liberal member from Southwest To-
ronto were loudly acclaimed by the

Liberals. while his eriticism of the !
Ministers was eXceedingly clever and |
eflective.

It was a mistake for any

(o the Ministeriulists  to  inierrupt,
cLor the member for Southwest To-

ronto scored every time,

More than

ronce the Ministers moved uneasily,
and at no time more than when Mr.
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Pewart unfolded a map and disclos-
ed information which he had ob-
tained at the registry at Sudbury,
showing that 236 acres in the nickel
beit were given by LHon., Howard
Ferguson's Department to the Cana-
dian Copper Company at 23 an acre.
The Toronto member brought out
the fact that in spite of this the Hon.
Mr. IFerguson declared at Alliston on
January 4 that not one acre of
nickel-bearing lands had been given

‘to companies since the present Gov-
Lernment came into power,

;Sen'ing* Two Masters, ; -
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twhile he was
| efhment in an official capacity, had
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Another notable point made by
Mr, Dewart was that Professor Guess,
serving the (Gov-

been associated with the Canadian
Copper Company and had given cx-
pert evidence on their behalf. Hon.
Mr. Ferguson
saying he never knew Professor

Guess did work for the Copper Com-
pany.

He added that the professor
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expressed _surprise,

was a gentleman of suflicient integ- '
rity to do the Government work in a

. proper way,

same time.” _
Mr, Ferguson's Explanation.

Mr., Dewart's retort was
“he can't serve two masters at the

Hon, Mr, Ferguson, at the even-

' ing session,

-

took notice of Mr.'

:Dewa,:t_'l'.rafehnca to the patents,
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and sought to explain that the claims

were staked in the ordinary way un-
der the mining laws by a
prospector in January, 1916. = The
prospector assigned hig rights to the
Canadian Copper Company and re-
quested that the patents be issued
directly, and that was done.

‘Mr. McCrea’s Defence.

In a lengthy speech Mr. Charles
MeCrea of Sudbury defended the Gov.
ernment’s nickel policy, and moved an
amendment to the amendment “That
this House views with satisfaction the
announcement in the Speech from the

private
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'Throne that the findings of the Nickel .

Commission will shortiy be laid before
the House, and that legislation based
on the firdings of the Nickel Commis-
sion will be brought down.”

To-day the Hon. T. W. McGarry will

deliver the Budget speech.
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| four Provincial
publie guestions hadq been congidered

s power, and during that

‘fallen by their record.

In opening, Mr. Dewart congratu-
lated the Premier upon the honor
that came to him on the opening day
of the Jlegislature. *“He stands in a
line of distinguished predecessors,
Sir Oliver Mowat, Sir George Ross
and Sir James Whitney, all deserved-

1y honored, and it was most fitling

that gs First Minister of the Pro-
vince the same honor should be
bestowed ypon Premier JFlearst.”

Where Speech Fails,

Going on, Mr, Dewart said the

speech from the Throne wasg re-
markable not for what it contained,
but for the importaunt matters that
had been omitted, suech a8 votes for
women, nickel and agriculture. He
touched briefly on the war and war
conditions ‘in the field, throughout

'the Empire, on the seas of the world

and at home, and empbasized the
need for economy and thrift.. - To
those who could not engage in active

|1 service there was the duty of home

gerviee, of seeing that the business of

the country wag so conducted as to-

make every dollar tell. To this end
there should be healthy criticism of
Government asdministration, Sinece
the war commenced they had had
elections in which

and the Governments had stood orv
In Manitoba,
in 1915, a corrupt Government had
heen succeeded by @ strong and
vigorous [.iberal Administration
which had placed upon the statute
books a measure of prohibition.
There had been elections since -in
Prince Edward Island, Quebec and
Nova Scotia, and the Governments -in
thosge I'rovinees had been returned.
n Britieh Columbia the people had
spoken in no uncertain terms when
they had found it necessary .to re-
tire from the Treasury benches gen-

tlemen who had squandered the re-
sources of the Province, -

Dewart Behind Rowell,

ing the Southwest Toronto campaign,

and squarely behind -‘the
policy, the policy of Mr. Rowell.

Declares Nickel Question

Mr. Dewart said that in our On-
tario politics there was no more out-
standing question than t{he nickel
question as it 'stands to-day.
1905, during the tinie of the develop-

| ment of nickel in this Provinece, dur-

ing the time the International Nickel

tion, and during the time that its
cperations have extended throughout
the world, during thzt time the Con-
gervative Govermment had been in
time the

to be First in Ontario

-

——

Referring to~ his own attitude dur-

Mr. Dewart said he had stood solidly
Liberal

Since

Company has come into active opera-.

people of the Provinece and the . Do-.

minion have a right to.complain that

there has been nn effective safeguard.

nlaced upon eontrol of the nickel that
js mined in the Province. ‘“And not
only do we complain that there has
been no control of the  important
business of refining in this Province,
but we complain that the Government

has not required a just toll for Pro-.

vincial taxation,” added Mr, Dewart

Refining Out ﬂl_.' Canada.

Proceeding, Mr. Dewart slated the
International Company, formed in
1902, took over the Canadian Copper
Company and other concerns., It was
formed to do what the Canadian Cop-

| per Company was not allowed to do
|by its aect of incorporation—refine |

outside of Canada. “We do not

i
4
'

i

ik,l_;_pw the cha.rh.ﬂ,tar or nationality of



