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Mr. Ducharme Asks Government the
|
Mecaning of Word “Hitherto” —

|
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sScarcity of Competent Teachers for

French-English Schools. 1

-

When the House was in Commit- |
tee of Supply in the Legislature late !
sl night some interesting ;mimsi
emerged in a discussion of bilingual-
ism.  The Intricacies of, the :-rnlnqu-ti
were handled by Hon. G. Howard
Ferguson, who was Acting Minister of
Education during Dr. Pyne's absence
n knegland,

With reference to clause 4 of regu-
wtion 17, which stales that in schools
where I'rench hitherto has been the
Aubject of study and provides condi-
tions for instruction in French read-
ing, grammar and composition, the |
word “hitherto”

-

recelved some atten- |
“.;‘..IIL

Mr. Duclhiarme (North Essex) said
he would like to get an explanation of
the word "hitherto' at it referred to
the schools. “Supposing that to-
morrow,”” he gaid, “in gome sections
f the county of Kssex or other parts
of Ontario where there would be
say twenty-five French-speaking pu-

pils and as many English-speaking
oupils, and that were to be a new
school, under the present law would '
it De legal to teach French in that
school 77

Hon. Mr. Ferguson—Under section
15 1t says where the I'rench now pre-
valls it may be taught, so0 the posi-
iHon m3y hon. friend deseribes would
come within that regulation.

“Toleration” or Law ?

Mr., Ducharme-—] wunderstand the
Viluister of Eduecation to answer
‘where French prevails French may
e taught.” Does that word “may”
mean tolerate or is it legal under
the law ?

Hon. Mr. Ferguson—It is certanly
recogmzed by the regulations the
right _to have it taught. - It is not a
question of toleration.

Mr, Rowell (referring to the illus-
‘ration used by Mr. Ducharme)—
SuUppose you have pot an equal num-
her of pupils in the school can it be
sald in that case the J'rench language

prevalls so as (o make it within regi-
ation 15 ?

An Independent Official.

Hon. Mr. Ferguson—1I have not the

regulation, but 1 think it somewhat
depends upon the report of the in-
spector. The idea of this regulation,

‘company to do as it pleased in this

| may say in a word, is this: that
:hr_a-*f'r must be some independent auth-
ority to decide these matters, and the
d&pﬂ.rt_mﬁnl fecls the best authority
Lo deckde whether regulations should
apply and how they should be worked
oul and the elasticity given to ‘the
regulation would be in the hands of
some official whose duty it is to see
to that kind of thing, who is not
nlased in the matter at all, and has
10 reason for treating harshly anv-
body, and has at heart the education-
al intervests of everybody. It is left

to that official to decide how the
school should be operated. '

English to Prevajl
Cuntinuin;;, Mr.

Ferguson, dealing
“hitherto,” said: “We
here a French com-

with _thE{ word
ASSume that w

S on to af 1 con
m_ ~in the Province of Ont:
that the English language is the

valling language. When French pre-
vails -they operate under regulation

16. They have the right; it is not a
question of toleration. If .it were

posgible to plant an’ entire " French

community somewhere isolated- . by
‘itself .the word ‘hitherto’ would ap-
ply, and then it would be aesignated
and come under regulation 17. The
idea 'is' that as rapidly as thev can
acquire .it they ecan get a knowledge
of English from the teacher. hecause

ithey have not the opportunity in eneir '
surroundings and every day life. .

Where there is an entire French com-
munity the only wav to learn the
‘anguage i= from the teachers, and
Ve require them to devote so much 3
iay to the knowledge of English.”

Answering Mr. Rowell, Dr. Pyae
4aid there were about ninety English-

#'rench schools unable to secure quali-

ied teachers, hecause there were no
teachers available.
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LIKE CATTLE IN CARS
AND STILL NO RELIEF

Toronto Citizens Not Helped by
Legislature Com-
Mmittee

The city of Toronto's attempt to
get better street railway service was
frustrated by the Private Rills {‘!um—\l
mittee of the ILegislature yesterday.
The city bill, which was dealt with by
the committee, provided for the put-
ting into serviece within three months
of two hundred more cars. The bill
also contained a clause providing for
a forfeit of $500 a day in the event
of the company refusing to obev tth
act,

Mayor Church stated that thel
clause in the agreement nnder which

the company was bound to give ac-
commodation had become practically
a dead letter. He blamed the On-
tario Railway Board for allowing the |

matter, l.ast November the board
had ordered the construction of fifty
more cars, but as vet these cars had
not been forthcoming, and the board
had not compelled compliance with
its order,

Treated Like Cattle,

The committee ,rejected the clause
on a vote of ten to etght.

A clause providing for free ride
for soldiers also caused =some dis-
pute, while Mavor Church referred
to the overcrowding of street cars,
stating that to say people were pack-
ed in like cattle was not properly ex-
pressing it. This eclause of the bill
will be further discussed in the
House, when what remaing of the bill
will come up for second reading.

Another decision by the commit-
tee means that if Toronto selis water
to the township of York and trouble
develops the dispute will have to be
settled before the Ontario lailway
and Municipal Board.

The city's'representatives favored
private arbitration.
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