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feature, however, that a
F tﬁ!l 9, would give the %
of close to three years. The ple

would have an opportunity of judging
whether they wished to continue pro-
hibition with the experience they had
‘had during the two years and nine
months it would have been in opera-
tion. On the other hand, if they

wished to repeal the prohibition act
they wou'd have experience that
would enable them to vote intelli-

gently.
PProtect Old License-holders.

“If the act now before tne House
should be repecaled we have been aslk-
ed what would likely be the jp8ition
of the Government of that day—
which no doubt wili be the Govern-
ment of the present day,”" sald Mr.
Hanna, his last phrase creating laugh-
ter. “1 have no hesitation in saying
that unless some substitute for the
present order of things is found, and
should the result of the referendum
be that the Province will go back to
the license system, then I think in
the name of everyvthing that is fair
and right in regard to thesge interests
ithe present license-holders) they
should have the first call on
iny license that might be ssued as
1 result of the repeal. I would ex-
pect that it would be a strange thing
ndeed if any license board or Gov-
arnment did not give these license-
holders first consideration in issuing
licenses in that event.”

Re-cnacting Local Option,

Mr. William McDonald, Nortn
Bruce—Why should not locai option
places go back then? If care ig tak-
en of the license-holders, why not ol
local option places?

Mr. Hanna—-It might well be thae
the Legislature at that time wmighit
enact that the liquor license laws now
in force should be simply regarded
as having been suspended, In which
event the honorable menmber would
find that evervthing would go back
as It was before,

Mr. McDonald—Will things Dde just
as they are?

Mr. Hanna—That might be a gane.
sound, reasonable proposition.

Consideration of Leases,

Mr. John Allan (West Hamilton?
sbaerved that there was one thing
that might be a hardsghip if the On
tariv temperance act is passed. That
was in reference to leases, A number
°f hotelmen had leases on thair
hands., ~ome of them having two,
three and four ycars to run. It would
not be fair to Dut them out of husi-
ness and Xee¢p them paving rent, he
sa'd.

Mr. Hanna =aid that was a sub’ect
‘hat was receiving consgideration: in
fact they had given considerable
thought and care to it. It was not an
easy subiect to dispo=e of, It would
be easy enough to do it in some cases, |
but in other cases it would work ont |
the wrong way. 1 might{ be that |
the solution for that again might be
left somewhat to the discretion of |
'the heard of three provided for in the |
act. To attempt 1o make a law to 1t
all cases alike might work hardships
in one direction greater than those
they were attempting (o cure. it ¢
tmight be that t(he License doard |
would be authorized to make appli- |
cation of a law that would be added
to the present act before they were |
through with it, although thexr haad
not fuliy decided on that.

Form of the Beferendam,

In reply to Mr. Rowell as 1o
whether t(he referendum in .June.
1919, would be submitted in the
negative ar the affirmative, Hon. Mr.
Hanna said the Government{ had not
vet reached a decision.

Mr. Rowell-—1 thought perhaps
the form of the referendum might
have been drafted.

Mr. Hanna replied that it had,
but that it was safely locked up up-
stairs, and the gentleman who had the
Key was not in the chamber just
then.

This was evidently a reference to
the Law Clerk, who opened the door
and entered just as Mr. Hanna was
answering the question.

| Date of Enforcement,

"I regret that the Government has |
not seen its way clear to make pro-
Vision for an earlier enforcement of
the act,” said Mr. Rowell. “Per- |
sonally T would rather see prohibition
put in operation on July 1, in view
of the fact that it is a war measure.”
_ Mr. Rowell would also have pre-

to compensate licensenhol

extension. He had already stated
that he did not want to be captious or
critical, and as he had pressed his
views on the Government with refer-
ence to the date when he thought pro-

| not his intention to divide the com-
mittee or the House at that time with
respect to the date upon which the
act *will go into operation.

“The act is 80 important and so far-
reaching in its effect that while the
date is later than I would have wish-
ed, I have no desire to mar the feeling
of harmony prevailing among the
members by dividing the House on the
maiter at this time,” guid Mr. Rowell
“J would favor some other method of
providing relief to the licgnﬂehnl.dm:s-;
{han the method of extending their li-
censes for a consideration. Hﬂwever.
I hope the licenseholders wul.acce.-pt
thie relief in the spirit in which the
[louse gives it, and | wou]r]_ a:_mk them
not only to carry out the spirit of the
act. but to consider they have re-
ceived fair treatment from thig Legis-
lature.”

: Mr Rowell thought that the exten-
sion of the licenses 10 Seprember 16

in some other than by license 1

hibition should come into effect, it was !

|

' wonld enable the hotelkeepers and;

iliqum* merchants to dispose of their
| gtocks. and he thought this should

' satisfy them.
|
'Powers of the Provinces.

When the temperance bill was
‘reached in committee Mr. Wm. Mc-
Donald (North DBruce) guoted the
fHlon. Mr. Doherty, Minister of Justice,
to the effect that the Provinces al-
ready had power 10O prohibit the
manufacture of liquor within their
boundaries if it was found to !ead to
' the infraction of any prohibitory law
II!&SEf'd bv them, but had nol =een fit
'to exercisze such power.

Hon. Mr. Hanna-—The matter Iis
not regarded as sgufficiently free from
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doubt to justify embodying it in this |

legisiation, and then perhaps jeopar-
dize the whole DhilL

Wholesale Draggists’ Views,

Consideration was then given 0O
‘various clausecs in the bill. With ref-
ercnce 1o wholesale druggis'y li-
censes. Mr. Hanna said a deputation
' had seen himithat afternoon, and bhad
' strongly urged that the present
' status should not be interfered with.

here.” he said, *'that it was strongly
urged tha: the wholesale end of the
business would be better taken care
of by a select one, whose standing in
the trade would be some guarantee
'of the act being fairly ouserved.” He
' had asked what numbver waould be
| justified., having regard to the trade
'served, and the reply was that it
would probably mean unprofitable
husiness bevond one or twu.

Mr. Proudfoot (West Jluron)—Is
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“I+* may not be out of place to say |

'there any intention of charging the |
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]retaii druggists a licenge fee’

| Mr. Hanna—If there is any charge .

at all I think it should be strictiy
nominal—a dollar or thereabouts.
There are those wno refuse (o pay a
dollar, and not because of the amount,

Tt was also proposzed, he added, to
make the wholecale druggists’ 1i-
cense fee only a nominal pone.

What Constitutes Intoxicating?

When the clause was reached as to
what “'liquors” mean, Mr. Hanna said
in reply to Mr. Rowell that with re-
gard to native wines it was proposed
to give the License Board abso-
lute control.

Mr. Rowell——The alcoholic eontent
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of liquors will be defined in the act? '

Mr. Hanna—I think if we can do
(it in the case of native wines that we
“would have the right {o do it with
Fregard Lo any other hm'erage. |
¢  Mr. Rowell—For years we have
{'413.1:1 & very clear deftnition under our

ilcense act as to what constitutes in-

gerious departure to move awav
'that definition. et i
Mr. Hanna—We have not i
th -
of putting a little joker in the :::tgni
Mr. ‘Rowell—The real point is: éra
we going to state that in the act?

Mr. Hanna—It has not b
determined upon. 7
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| toxicating. It would be a rather |




