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Mr. Rowell’s Severe Arraign-
ment of Government —
Censure for Lack of Detail
in Statement—Hon. Mr.
McGarry Promises to End
Hydro Audit Dispute

“At the close of the fiscal year
1905, the first year in which the
Government of Sin James Whit-
ney had the management of the
finances of the Province, there
was an excess of liquid assets over
liabilities of $§1,220,563. TFrom
1906 to 19215 they received in-
creased revenuee of $53,403,744,
and 1 find at the cloge of the
fiscal year 1915 there Is a deficit
of liquid assets as against liabili-
ties of the Province of $8,746,-
835. In other words, starting ten
years ago with a surplus of 2%1.-
220,663, with an increased gen-
eral revenue during that period
of over $53,000,000, we find oure

selves at the close of the decade |

with a balance of liabilities over

liquid assets on the wrong side of l

the ledger of $8,346,833, or a
difference of 262 971 000,

These figures, which were exclusive F
*i any connected with the Hydro and
I'' & N. O, Railway, furnished cne
of the most telling portions of Mr.
N. W. Rowell's masterly and pene-
trating criticism of the Budget in the !
Legislature yesterday. The leader of
the Opposition, in addition to hu,mlg |
something to say about the Auﬂitnra
note regarding Hydro finances, made
A strong argument for rigid economy,
and maintained that had this been
practised in the past the war tax
would not have been necessary. The
Liberal leader also made It clear that
had it not been for the economical
management of the Provinece for the

first forty yvears after Confederation
Ontario’s credit would not he so good
ag it is to-day.

Hon. T, W. MeGarry, Provincial
Treasurer, affirmed that notwith-
standing the claims of the Opposition
there was a surplus last year of $271,-

000. If his critics were to ask the
Provineial Auditor his opinion on ex-
penditures on account of Northern
Ontario roads, Orillia Asylum and
other public buildings, Mr. Clancy
would tell them that these items were
properly included under the head cf
capital expenditure. With reference
hc- the audit of the accounts of the
Provincial Hydro Commission, Mr.
McGarry sald this vear the Govern-
ment had determined to have a final
awudit, and officers of the Governinent
had been going through the books of
the Hydro during the last few
months. 1t was the intention of the
Governmment this session to bring
down legislation dealing with the
matter under dispute hetween the

?uditnrs of the Hvdro and the Prove
nee.

Mr. Rowell Attacks
Government’s Methods

Mr. Rowell, who spoke for an
nour and a half, congratulated the |
Provincial Treasurer on the manner |
in which bhe had presented the fin-
Wmeu; to the House.

his reasons for satisfaction
“were the evidences in the Provincial
Treasurer's address that he had turn-
ed his face in the right direction in

some respects at least, and the indi-
cation that he belmved the direction

—#

in which he and the Government |
should travel was in the line of econ-
omy rather than in the line of in-
creased expenditure. “We hope that
once having got started in the right
direction, with his characteristic abil-
ity and energy he will pursue that
course steadily and consistently, and
he will be able next year to present
a more gatisfactory statement even
than the one presented on this oc-
casion.”

ntitled to Balance Sheet,

The remarks made by the members J
for West Bruce and South Welling- |
ion that the Province is entitled to
the Auditor’'s statemernt of the bal-’
ance sheet of the Province would
commend itself to the members of
the Houge and the people of the
Province. Even if the Provincial
Treasurer might have to deny himself
the luxury of finding a surplus when !
the Auditor could not find a surplus, |
he (Mr. Rowell) was sure that in the .
interests of accuracy and fair dealing
with the Province that sacrifice
should be made and a statement ob-
tained from the Auditor,

No Details of Hydro,

Turning to the public accounts, the
speaker said the item which had been
taken objection to last session was
not the only item which had not the
Audior’s sanction or approval. He
alluded to the copy of a minute of
‘he Treasury Board dated the 2nd of
March, 1916, which read as follows:

‘“Upon consideration of the report of
i{he Honorable the Provincial Treasurer,

dated the 29th dav of February, 1916,
the Treasury Board doth hereby order

that pursuant to the provisions of =ub-

. section 1, of section 32, of the audit

|* act, L‘!ap. 23, R.B.0., 1%14, no names

. and detalls other than those in the
attached statement he published in con-
nection with the expenditure of the
Hydro-electric Power Commission in
the public accounts for the year ending
31st October, 1%15.”

People Want to Know.

“This order in Council indicates,”
said Mr. Rowell, “that the Govern-
ment for reasons best known to them-
selves have decided not to give the
full Information in connection with
that important department of the
public service which apparently the
Auditor thought should be given. I
venture to think there is no public
service under the jurisdiction of this
Government in which the people are
more deeply interested, there is no
public service nearer to the heart of
the people of Ontario, there is no
public service in which they are
more anxious to have the fullest in-
formation than in connection with
Hydro-electric power development.

“lT turn to the accounts appearing
on page 665 of the public accounts in
connection with the Hydro-electric

sion and does not represent the ac-
counts of the , Commission as audited
by the Audit Office.

“I wventure to think,” commented
Mr. Rowell, “that seldom has a more
! remarkable statement appeared in
the public accounts of the Province
than that statement appended by the

Power Commission and T find attach-
ed this note by the Auditor: ‘The
foregoing statement was prepared by
the Hydro-electric Power Commis-

| Provinecial Auditor to this impurta.nt'

Ibranch of the public service.”
Compared With Ottawa Method.

Mr. Rowell drew attention to the
fact that when the Provincial Treas-
urer presented the estimates to the
House no real information was of-
fered as to what the total expendi-
ture of the Province for any given
vear would be. The estimates did
not include the statutory expendi-
ture, which was year by year in-
creasing. He had in his hands the
estimates for the Dominion Parlia-
| ment brought down by Sir Thomas
White during the present session, and
a member of Parliament was able to
see at a glance the total amount to
be spent on every department. He
submitted, in view of the great in-
crease of the public expenditure, they
' should have a statement, according to
the precedent in the Federal Parlia-
ment, which would give the House
and nuuntrsr full information on thlu
important matter.




