NIGKEL GOES T0 FOE,

RBUT INQUIRY GOES IIN‘
) It be Economically Refined
in Ontario ?
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PAPERS TO COME DOWN
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. Roweli's Motion for Information
+ Adopted—Powerful Place of On-
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:’i‘he major portion of the proceced-
mgs at the Legislature yesterday was
'ﬁﬁen up with a discussion of the

icke! question, which arose on the

otion for a return by the leader of
the Opposition. Mr, Rowell, in the
sourse of his speech, wished the

House to be put in possession of in-
formation which would give confi-
lﬁce that none of the nickel pro-
fuced in Ontario was going to Ger-

any. le algo touched on the mat-
‘er of the complete refining of nickel,
I.lﬁ, in reference to the appointment
pt;*the Commission, urged that no

Fim be lost in getting to business in
r&er that the report might be aﬂali-+
ble while the llouse was still in

?!‘emier Hearst stated that the In-
formation the Government had was
regarded as of a confidential

Facter by the present Gov-
rament at Ottawa, who had
seém in touch with the British
wernment and the Admiralty. The |
| nce was that no nickel was;
r#ing the enemy. {
In moving for a return for corres-

‘poadence passing between the Gov-
ent of Onlario and the Domin-
on Government and other communi-

relative to the use of nickel

" his Majesty’'s enemies in the pre-
ent war, Mr. Rowell remarked that

z8el constituted an essential part
e success of a navy in the neces-
¥ equipment of the vessels, and
130 In connection with the manufac-
e of projectiles for both
@ army and navy. As a mat-
- ter of fact. he presumed it would not

oe a jputed . that if one country had
t sontrol of the nickel supply, or had

- ‘;,e ¢ army and navy, and another

fofodg i ¢
1@ mse of it both for the purpoges
could not secure a nickel

at all, the latter would be de-
@#ted before entering the contest,
conditions being equal.

mtario Supplies 80 P.C. of Nickel. |
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The matter was one not only of
je&t economic and industrial im- |
e to the people of Ontario and
Jominion, but the production, |
B and manufacture of nickel
greatl military signiflcance not
Canada, but to the Empire
1. Ontario, the French |
colony of New Caledonia, and
¥ sustained, so far as he knew,
. present time the nickel sup-
the world suitable for de-
lent as a large business and
cial proposition. He thought
ement_madﬁ by the member |
liskaming that Ontario pro-
Llbout 80 per cent. of the
Supply of the world was
ice with fact. At a time
? wWere engaged in a life-and-
uggle we did not want Can-
Mickel to go to our enemaies,
aoped that the Prime Minis-
T in some statement that
_Mmake or in the papers
Nt come down as a result
on, would put the House
on  of such information
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o give confidence that none
of the nickel was going to Germany.

Can They Refine Here?

There was another question which
had come up, whether the nickel
could not be wholly manufactured in
the Province of Ontario, and on that
matter, according to the press, the
Government is about to appoint a
Commission. Tt seemed to him that
the question of the manufacture of
nickel or complete refining of nickel
into metallic nickel was larger than
an industrial proposition. It had Im-
perial significance as well. They had
a considerable nickel supply in this
Province, they had it refined in a cer-
tain degree, and when it reached this
stage it was shipped out of the Pro-
vince and the refining was completed
in the United States. If the United
States passed a law prohibiting the
export of war materials from the
States, or materials which might be
used in the manufacture of war ma-
terials, they might prohibit the ex-
port of nickel. He did not think the
American Government was going to
do it, but he was using the fllustration
only to point out the importance of
the matter.

Might Keep it From Britain.

If that were so the situation might
arise of the nickel company in the
[United States prohibiting exports to
3reat Britain. Supposing the British
yovernment or this Government con-
rolled the supply of nickel, they
could bring it up to a certain degree
of refinement, but they could not pro-
duce the refined nickel in this Pro-
vince so as to make it valuable for
the British Admiralty. In order that
the nickel supply of this country
should be really available at all times
for Imperial purposes it appeared it
was essential that they should have
the refining of that nickel into metal-
lic nickel within the Province of On-
tario. If they had not so far pro-
dueced metallic nickel there were two
companies who had the process un-
der way—the Coniagas Company and
the De Lora Company.

Expansion of Industry.

When the question first came be-
fore the Legislature-—about 1890 or
1891—the production of nickel in the
Province was on a very small scale,
in fact the industry was only begin-
ning to develop. In 1900 the nickel
produced in the Province was 3,540
tons, and in 1913 the figures were
24,838 tons;, in other words, more
than six times as much nickel in 1913
ag in 1900. The expansion had kept
pace with the increase in naval arma-
ments among the leading nations of
the world. He had been told by men
engaged in the mining business that
conditions were not so dissimilar in
the Province of Ontario or in some
parts of the Dominion of Canada to
those obtaining in New Jersey that
the refining could not be carried out
here without serious loss and could
be carried out at a profit. He thought
the Commission should be appointed
at once in order that they might have
a report while the House was still in
session.

No Nickel Going to Foe,

Premier Hearst said he had no ob-
jection to the motion going. There,
was no correspondence between this
Government and the British Govern-
ment and the British Admiralty.
That naturally would not come to a
Provincial Government,

‘'The information we have,”
ﬂ explained the Premier, “is infor-
{ mation of a confidential charac-
ter by the present Government at
| Ottawa, who have had the mat- |
ter in charge, and who have
been in touch with the British
Government and the British Ad-
miralty. I can only assure my
hon. friend in that connection
that the information which has
been given to me is of the most |
satisfying character in every re-
spect. It does not seem there N
any matter of doubt that no
niclzel since the commencement
of the war has been reaching
our enemies.

“The Dominion Government, as I
have stated, being the only authority
that naturally can get in touch with
the Home Government in the matter,
is the Government that must take
the responsibility. I am not at liberty
to go beyond what the Prime Minister
stated in the House when the matter
was up a few days ago. I can only’




