| Ontdrio, no place where the consum-
i ing public was growing more rapidly,
yet they were faced with a normal
decline in the rural population. The
motion aimed at a systematic study
of the problem. It would be a good
thing if a Commission were appoint-
'ed to gather data and take other
steps. That would be a good starting
point for better and rermedial meas-
ures. He instanced the case of the
United States, where rural Commis-
Isiuns had been tackling such problems,
In the last six vears the area in the
Province producing food showed a
' substantial diminution,

:Lm-k of Feeders,
' It was a serious situation that with
an increasing city population the food
products upon which these people live
had been diminishing. leferring to
agricultural training, the Opposition
leader =aid the Agricultural College
only met the needs of a portion ot
the agricultural community of this
Province. It seemed to him something
ltke having a university withou® hav-
Ing a high =chool or public school
SVstem as a feeder to the university,
They should have in different sec-
tions of the Province agricultural
high schools, or whatever they might
call them, similar to those in Den-
mark, Germany and oiher countries
In llurope.

Mr. Pattinson (South
gaid ithe introduction of district rep-
resentatlives was a grea( step,

Tariff LFavors Cities,

Mr., W, McDonald (Centre Bruce)
said 2§ counties in Ontario had de-
creased in population wuring the last
teni vegrs,  1he decreuase in the rural
part had been in round numbers
Ju DU,

During the last ten vears the only
pPlaces that have increased in popu-
lation are the cities, New Ontario and
the fruit-growing distriets. The cause
had been due to the tariff policy ot
the country, which tends to nuild up

the industrial centres and depopulate |
The lure of the

the rural counties,
west had also bheen a large contribiut-
ing factor. ‘“The wcarcity of farm help
could be remedied by a wise immigra-
tion poliecy, a matter largely of Fed-
eral concern, but it could be greatly
stimulated Dby Provincial co-opera-
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tion. The decline in rural population

meant a distinet loss i", political
Power, which was seen in “the pend-
ing Federal redistribution,

The remedy, Mr. McDonald poinited

out, was not to preach to matured
men and womei.,. The start must be
made with the boys and girls. *“The
Wew O tne rarm must be taught in
tne public schools.” Interest in the
work must be stimulated by more
generous prizes to schools and county
LAITS. :

“It grieves my heart to see the
money that is being wasted on that
castle in Rosedale when vou are
starving the farms, the rural schools.
and the country fairs,” said Mr. Mec-
Donald amid applause. Radial rail-
ways, good roads, and the Hvdro-el-
eetric service would receive the cor-

dial support of the Liberal members, |
Nor- |

Lieut.-Col. Atkinson (North
folk) expressed surprise at the dis-

tance that Mr. Duff had got away in |

his speech from the question of aegri-
culture,

vince a way out of the difficulty.

Poor Departmental Methods.

Mr. Hugh Munro
thought the business methods of the
Department of Agriculture were at
fault, and he was satlsfied that the
Province was not getting adequate
value for its expenditure. He c¢on-
trasted conditions in Ontario with
those in Quebec, where the rural pop-
ulation had actually increased, while

for the same period in Ontario it had |

fallen away behind,

Winter Rural Schools.

Mr. J. G. Anderson (South Bruce)
believed they should have
schools in Ontario for the larger boys
and girls. The tariff was a matter
which might be inquired into byv a
Commission.
that the tendency of a protective po-
licv had been to draw from the rural
districts to the industrial centres. He
also thought that together with the

large college at Guelph they should |
“have smaller schools, presided over

by the district representatives, A

demonstration farm was another thing

‘which Mr. Anderson advocated.

—

Labor Member’'s Criticism.
Mr. Studholme

(East Hamilton)

—_—

The Minister of Agriculture |
made no attempt to show-the Pro-

(Glengarry) '

winter |

He was of the opinion |

ident]y a touch-up on license admin-
Cistration stirred up some ginger in

Return on Bilinguals.

return

rluid if this Commission* was to be one
of giving a man a big salary and 2
soft job he was against it. If the
Commission was one that was willing

to go into this work and give their
services free he was in favor. Re-
ferring to the Minister of Agricul-
ture’s speech, Mr. Studholme said they
had done too much for the northwest
‘and too little for themselves.

The House divided at 11 o'cloek,
the result being that Hon. Mr. Dumnt’s
amendment was carried by 51 to 16,

quunr Law in Waterloo,

The motion of Dr. McQueen (North
Wentworth) for a return referring to
the administration of the liquor
license law in North Waterloo drew
from Hon. Mr. Hanna a promised
flatement as to the advisability of
giving information alonz certain lines,
The Provineial Secretary held that the
sreater part of the question went
directly against the spirit of the liquor
license act and (o what had been
practically the universal practice of
the department with regard to such
information. It had been the practice
of the department, and furthermore,
it was the statutory duty imposed upon
every officer of the department charg-
ed with the enforcement of the liquor
license act, to treat as confidential
any information that was given to
him bearing on the violation of the
act. He took the point not hecause
this happened to be North Waterloo,
and he would say in justice to the
Inspector for North Waterloo and in
justice to that constituency that there
was nothing reflecting upon *‘he ad-
ministration of the liguor licence act.
With regard to the request for the
report of the Provincial License [n-
spector in 19135, the Provinecial Sec-
retary stated there was no Inspecior
who visited North Waterloo for any

' such purpose in that vear.

Conduct of Inspectors,

Mr. Rowell said the amount of heat
which his hon. friend exhibited show-
ed that there was something uat the
back of the motion giving him——-—-,
The sentence was not allowed to bhe
completed, the Provinecial Secretary
rising and indignantly remarking, I
expressly stated there was nothing
at the back of this motion. 1 now ask
the hon. gentleman to
statement.” Mr. Rowell said he would
accept the statement that the Pro-
vincial Secretary’s statement wias such
on geneira]l principles, Mr. Ilowell
=ald b
administration of the law the officer:
snovld e permitted to (reatcompilaints
as confidential. This motion. how-
ever, was not dealing with an individ-
val complaint of viiolation of the law;
it was dealing with the conduect of the
imspectors, and in framing that it may
be the language was broad because of
the desire to secure ull INntormation
relating to the conduct of the Inspec-
tors,

Mr. Hanna deeclared that no letter |
of a #landerous nature would Dhe
tabled, and added that in the light of |
what had been said he did not think
there would he any misconception in
appreciating the question,

Dr. McQueen remarked that m'i—'
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the House. [If the Government had
done what they promised to do when
in Opposition, to remove the license
system from under the party spoils
system, they would have saved a good
deal of trouble,

Mr. Racine (Russell) moved for a
showing the English-French
or bilingual schools in the Province,
both public and separate, from which
the Government grant has been with-
held during the vears 1912 and 1913,
and the grounds upon which these
had been withheld. Hon. Dr. Pyne
sald a return would be brought down.

Mr. Kohler asked if the amount of
compensation to be paid Sir William
Meredith as Commissioneg on the
workmen's compensation act had been
fixed. The reply was in the negative..

accept my |
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auite recognized that in ”'It‘f
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