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N0 CHANGE NEEDED

[N GIVIL SERVIGE

Members Vote Down  Com-
petitive EKxaminations
]ysolnt-ion.

DEBATE TO END TO-DAY

Hon. . H. Hearst and Mr.,
N. W. Rowell Will Speak
on the Budget.

=

An old I'riend put In his appearance
in the l.egislature vesterday, when
Dr. McQueen, Liberal member for
North Wentworth moved a resolution
urging the creation of a non-partisan
('ivil Service Commission, with com-
petitive examinations for appoint-
ments to positions in the civil ser-
vice of the Province.

The Wentworth member did his
best with & somewhat threadbare
subject, but interest was at low ebb,
and when the expected wind-up was
reached with voting on a Government
amendment, the Liberals accepted
defeat on division, and for the first
lime this session did not call for the
yeas and navs.

'fI‘hu House put in a quiet afternoon.
With the civil service resolution dis-
posed of, J. . KElliott, of West Mid-
dlesex, moved a resolution directing
that the Clerk of the Public Accounts
t'ummlitteu call a meeting of the
cominittee torthwith, explaining that
last session the Opposition members
had not been able to complete their
investigation of the accounts, and that

an early start this session was des-
trable. Mr. Elliott withdrew his
resolution later, when Hon. T
l.ucas explained that it was not ac-
cording to procedure to start the
'ubnlic Accounts Committee before

the completion of the budget debate,
but that if the Opposition allowed the
debate to wind-up to-day, there was
no reason why the committee should
not meet for organization on Friday,

With this out of the way, the Hntlée
settled down to listen to Allan Stud-
holme, the FEast Hamilton Labor
member unburden himself. It was

the second to last lap of the debate

budget, and this afternoon N. W
Itpweli and Hon. W. H. Hearst wili
wind up.

In moving his resolution, Dr. Me-
Queen declared that one had only '

Government service to

unfit for their positions they were.
Pealing with the appointment of
- asyluin superintendents, the Went-

- worth member said there were some
of them who got their appointments
solely because of their political af-
fillations, and not because they came
up to any medical standard. Other
party supporters were appointed who
had no executive ability.

He held that a syvstem of com-
petiti}'e examinations would secure
superior men for the province ser-
vice. It would relieve the Ministers
of worry about appointments, and in
this way leave them free to devote

their_ whole time to their admini-
strative duties.

Present System is Best.,

In replving for the Government,
Hon. \W. H. Hearst declared that Dr.
McQueen had failed to make out a
case. He did not attempt to argue
with the Wentworth man about the
appointment of aslyum superinten-
dents. “But"” he said,” 1 leave it to
the people to sav whether there has
not been improvement in the manage-
ment of the public institutions of this
province.”

The Minister pointed out that while
a system of competitive examinations
might work out in the Dominion ser-
vice or in the service of Great
Britain, it was not practicable for

.. Ontario, with a small service spread

to look at many of the officials in the
realize how |

'

o R Y

R .m. i L - W

i, -

URSDAY, MARCH 12

1914

er o many varying branches. |
nv"I have vet to find,” he said, taﬁ
better system than that of a.lJDilJ'-n'l
ments recommended by the ncaﬂ
member for the constituency Whelf
the appointment is to be madei. “;: O |
appreciates the situation bettel t“ﬂﬁnt
anyone else, who Knows the qualifi-
cations of the man for the Qus}tiun
and who is responsible to the {.px ern-
ment. which in turn is res.pnnall:y:le to |
the lL.egislature and the people. £t

In the inside service, competitive
examinations by an outside coni-
mission would not give the good re-
sults of a system of appuintnm:}ts.
recommended by the deputy Minis-
ters or heads of departments, who
knew the work to be done and the
class of man reguired. 7

“It is a better service I know,” he
said, “than any in the Dominion of
C‘anada.” The Minister said that
there had been generous treatment. r;f :
the service without regard to politi-
cal affiliations, and cited the fact
that his two deputy Ministers and the
Northern Road Commissioner-—ihe
three chief officers in his department—
were appointees of the former Gov-
ernment.

Hon. Hearst then moved an amend- |
ment, congratulating the House that
under the present administration no
such system as the spoils system |
exists, expressing the view that with
the small number of officials in the
Ontario service, a system of com- |
petitive fexaminations under a Civil
Serviece Commission was unwise and
practically impossible, and recog-
nizing the wisdom and fairness with
which the Government has dealt with
| appointments and promotions in the
| service.

)

Keep Politics Out, :

Two Liberals then took a hand.
W. E. N. Sinclair, of South

Ontairo,

a basis of merit, and criticized the
Government for not having advanced
' upon the matter. They were support-
ing almost exactly the same sort of
~an aniendment that had been offered
before. T. Marshall, of Monck, took
a broader view of the subject than
' others of his colleagues. The main
| question was not so much the
- necessity of competitive examinations,
; as 1t was one of getting the very best
men, without regard to political con-
nection. The best men were very
often men who were not partyv work-
ers and who would not work party
influence to get positions.

A. H. Musgrove, of Huron, followed,
paying attention particularly to the
record of the Minister of Education
In carrying on the work of his de-
partment without regard to partisan
considerations, while Dr. McQueen
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wound up with a few back thrusts
at Hon. Mr. Hearst.
The amendment was carried on

division.
t With the Elliott resolution for an

early meeting of the Public Accounts
Committee out of the way, Allan
Studholme got busy. He criticized the
Government for its immigration work,
claiming that immigrants were
brought out here and then Ileft to
shift for themselves. He gave credit to
the Government for its prison reform
work, but wanted to know why, if so
much could be done for prisoners,
why something was not done for
jnﬂne_st men to save them from drift-
.Img lntnqcrlme through unempioy -
| ment. The Government, he declared,
treateq the matter in a Jocular way,
-iiﬂl]d did not consider it seriously at
4 Mr. Studholme

talked

strongly advocated appointments on |
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| o'BIAdE | ountil  six
»ClOCK, when the House adjourned. |
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