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Ffas a private one, and can only be

attributed to thoughtlessness and fool-
ishness on my part, in view of the
' conztruction which it was possible to
' place upon its wording.

If T had any criminal intention to
'do anything wrong at the time I wrote
' these letters, and if T had any inten-
tion to sell my influence in the Houss,
‘or if T intended in any way to affect
' the dignity of the House, surely the
' membera of this House and the people
'of this Province will admit that T
could deal in a more confidential and
secret way. T loudly and openly ask-
ed for a positlon and financlal sup-
 port. T have mnever approached any
of these gentlemen of the association
personally, never knew them. All
that T did was to write the letter pro-
duced, and some others similar, and
 nothing more. Nothing came out

of it.

Realizes His Offence,

I realize now, Mr. Speaker, and 1
have to admit it, that my action was
against the dignity of the House, and
, Mmight have brought dishonor to my
county, 1If, Mr. Speaker, the sincerity,
{ honesty and frankness, which have in-
(Hﬂil‘(‘d this statemeni, have somc
; Welght In this House and the Prov-
Iinrﬂ, I trust that my apology to the
House as a legislator, to the Province
as a citlzen, and to my constituency
as their representative, will be ae-
cepted. T regret an action committed
unintentionally, and T desire to appear
before this House as any straight and
 honest man should do in gimilar efr-
cumstancos,

When Mr. Evanturel sat down there
was no sound or demonstration of anv
Kind from his fellow-members, He
“had read without apparent emotion,
and when he resumed hie seat his face
was almost expressionless.

Mr, Ferguson Commends Frankness,

As Mr. Evanturel had spoken on a
question of privilege, Mr. G. Howard
rerguson (Grenville) csked permis.
gion to move the adjournment of theo
FHouse to continue the discussion. He
‘commended the member for Prosecott
o his straightforwardness In admit-
ting that he wrote the letter and in

)
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|
!
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| “'banish the bar.” 3Je noticed that
Mr. Evanturel had referred to other
members of the Liberal party who
were of the same mind as himseelf in
i connection with that poliecy, and he
wanted to congratulate hin. on having
the coursge to take a position which
they apparently did not have.
{  ““The hon. gentleman referred to the
 question cf his beiny paired with the
' hon. member for Manitoulin (Mr.
 Gamey), upon which 1 touched the
other day, and I gather from his
statement to-day that he left for the
| Whip of his party a written state-
| ment, in which nhe explained that he
‘was unable to support the Opposition
on that question and was withdrawing
from the House. :\'ﬁf.li'if.""l:-*'f:ﬂ]f”ﬂﬂ'
| that statement, he was prired—dune
L;ijurarnnt‘i:f to the fact that the Whip
did not Zet his leiter in time. Dut
the next day he appareantlv wrote an-
‘.‘!;}’f"" and very strong letter to the
Whip repudiatine the Pairing and re.
I ‘:*}'!*L{_’ that he would not sunport the
| TeFoiution anag reprimanding  him
H“*I'irt"‘nf'l‘:ﬁl for having paired him.,”
' M, cvantuarel nodded nequlesaence.

ovanturel Alw ays Onposed,
111-'1- i'il’.I‘l': b I - g Seltd o "
suson, proceeding: Yes, and

tne Whip Wmitted it the other day. |
Then I should like to ask Ty hom |

friend a furthoer question. T gathered
from his statement to-dav that he is
OPposed to his lead » (and his lead&;
itﬂd his party have KNOown it) on that
lemyn‘.r.a,m*{z duesiion. Is that so?" |
Mr. Evanturel—7} fan only say that
I have nothing further Lo ‘mhi to the

statemen e ‘
<y t I have made to-day to the

Evanturer Twice Pafred

Mr. Ferguson - Becaus

use, Mr.
ﬁpeakﬂr, [ take it that the hon, gen- |
‘tieman intends tg take that position
| ft:mn the slatement that he has just |
i:;zf t[u}hﬁ House, an air that be the
b oson Aould be glad, and ¥ think the
I._Juus_c woull be interested-—and the
| £Tovince would be very much inter-

;cstcd-—-ﬂn E{_nuwing Why the hon. gen-

not desire to he pajred.

. In this Instane

Jtance Mr. Ferguson rofer.
,:fqdn “-';03- vote taken later in that ses-
Iy Prohibit the granting of 1li-
censes tg clubs, “The hon. gentle-

Han, the leader of tn
) M . e Opposition, |
~N288 8at in the fIoyge ever since with

stating fully and frankly his position |
. With regard to his leader's policy of |

l

L

'Tull' knowledge of that fact, and he

|
|

-

&m_._ yat not attempted to repudiate

- Attacks Mr. Rowell.

Mr. Ferguson then went on to state
that Mr. Rowell had frequently re-
ferred in the House to the fact that
his party was a unit on the temper-
ance question, and yet had made no
attempt to explain why one of his
party, opposed to him on the matter
of temperance, had been paired.

“The point T wish to make, Mr.

Speaker, is that this action just shows

how much in earncst the leader of

‘hie Opposltion is, how much sincerity
there is attached to the policy he is'

advocating throughout the Province.”

This was the “I am holier than thou’”
policy, ceclared the wmember for:
Grenville, and he agaln brought up '

Mr. Rowell’'s cornection with The

|

GGlobe at the time he tabled his abol-

icsh-the-har resolution.
Mr. Ferguson a Yessimist,

“Now 1 say, following up that
courss with the incident in the House
the other day, what must the House
and the country believe? They find
him with a man who has been open-
ly opposed to himself and his party,
they find him taking that man into
his counsels, taking him into his bos-
om and conflding in him, they find
him announcing again and again that
the party is a unit on his temperance
policy, and they find him repudiating
that man now only when exposure
comes in this House. And T suppose,
Mr, Speaker, that he will not repudi-
ate those other members of his party
to whom the hon. member from Pres-
cott has referred until they are ex-
posed In the House, and if the party
roes on being decimated from time
to time in this way it seems as ir
i+ would only be a matter of time
until the party falls by the wayside
in th!s Province.”

Two Party Leaders

Ask for Resignation

"This i1s a very serious and a very |

grave matter,” said Hon. J. J. Foy,
who spoke on the conrneclusion of Mr.
Frerguson's remarks. ‘“The honorable

member for Prescott deserves credit !

for geeing now the error of his wavs
in having written the letter referred
to, He has apologized to the House
for what he thinks was an indiscre-
tion, but which we thirk was far
more serious than an indiscretion.
He has acknowledged also very frank-
ly that he wrote the letter, so that
thea matter is now bhefore the House.
No two Interpretations can be put
upecn it. It is arn attack on the dig-
nity of the Legislature, of which he
ought to have been an unholder.

“Sir, T am not going to say anvthing
that will add to the distress of the
nonorable member in consequerce of
his having written that letter. I have
No doubt that every member of the
Tonse will consider that the apology
is not sufficient to meet the case.
Something more ought to come from
him. I myself think that he ought
to resign his seat in the House. He
should consider whether he should
do that or not, and, if not, it will be
the duty of the House, and primarily
of the Government, to take some ac-

‘tion in the matier.

"The form it will take I cannot at
the moment say., Until T heard tho
statement just read T did not krow
the honorable gentleman was going
to acknowledge the letter. Until
now the House itself had no positive
proof of what he did. 1t has now
proof; we have the statement from
the honorable gentleman. That hav-
ing been established, it, therefore,
rests with the House to take what ace
tion is prover in the matter. In the
meantime I would ask the honorable

gentleman whether he ought to go

'further than an apology, and consider
-whetheyr he should tender his resigna-

tion in due course as member for the

jcounty of Prescott.”

|
|

A Digunified Position.
Mr. Rowell, who followed, spoke in

the following terms: *“The acting
}Prime Minister has dealt with this

before the House in the serious and

unfortunate matter which has come

dignified manner in which I am sure

all the honorable members feel a mat-

ter so vitally affecting the House and
its honor should be dealt with. I ecan

only say that I express my complete

concurrence in the remarks of the
honorable the Attorney-General and

in the suggestion he has tendered to

the honorable member for Prescott.

I have already conveved that intima-
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