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ACCOUNTS COMMI TEE
"AGAIN STIFLES INQUIRY

Teat that afterwards had not better

Uphdds Mr- Tﬂylor m Hls ‘H‘“ I"l"!]l{'.:H{f";], \H appeal was taken

. 1 th ! ittee and the rali : ;
Refusal to Answer o the committee and the raling tha

the qguestion was irrelevant was sus-

| . tained by a vote of nine to five,

i Quest[ons Then the matier of political con-
| T'I".hl"lt'ill‘i]l-'I".'rIIT'I'I' up. “Did vou make a
. contribution {0 the Conservative

! party or any member of the Govern-
ment for political purposes?”

That Campaign MoneY.

“1T ruled upon that Friday,”
rupted Mr. Ferguson. |
“In view of the statement of the
Prime Minister yesterday 1 thought,
the witness would he inclined to ans-
® wer it now,” explained Mr. Proud-

lnterestmg D:sdosmes n | foot, “The witness has not said
whether he will answer it or not,

Connection Wﬂh Nip£3- " “A question once declared irrele-

PROUDFOOT FORCED
TO END EXAMINATION |

inter-

: B " T vant cannot be put again,” said Mr.

sin a eam ' McGarry.
g | “1 think in view of what happened
vesterday a different construction

might be put on it."”

“This committee is a law unto it-
ad- self.” was the remark of the Chair-
man.

“Was the question of a political con-
tribution discussed between you and

Although the Prime Minister
l!‘I"tittll‘{l in the House that moneyv hacl

| been received from a contractor as a

El'HmPEtif—‘.l‘l contribution, the Punlic any member of the Government,”
}rnuuts Committee yvesterdav  stuli- asked Mr. Proudfoot, with continued
' bornlv refused to allow anv investi persistence, “at the time you were
i =P PR (UL (AR IR Py RN arranging this arbitration?”

' gation on that point in respect of the Mr. Ferguson —- That is the
}Huﬂfrau-l of Tavlor, Scott & o, i1 same question in another form.

Mr. Proudfoot—No, it is an entirely
different question.

“Mr. Tavlor, at any of these inter-
views leading up to the submission of
this question to arbitration, was the
question of how a certain coal con-
tract had been awarded discussed?”
was another poser from Mr. Proud-
Chairman, J\Mr. Llowell foot.

“T object to that question; it is not
relevant,” was Mr. McGarry’'s quich
reply.

“in view of the position taken by a
majority of the committee and your-
gelf. Mr. Chairman, T decline to furth-
er prosecute this examination. It is
quite clear it is useless to attempt

George k. Tavior was again called to
testifyv, but AMr.
ly started with his examination when
Mr. Tavior balked.

Before any

m——

Proudfoot had =carcee-
|

evidence was rtaken by
the commitiee a long discussion arose
between the
and Mr.
 of the
aay, Mr. IFerguson said he had
sulted precedents and had found that
ihe commiiitee had a right to rule ¢

evidence, but that motions would L«
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Proudfoot over the proprietl:
commitieé s action last Iri-

O il-

. =

cniere ' | . | t < gs I1lievt t
| |._n S S m”,'” By . f"“'” | to do so to get at what I believe to he
| argued that a motion appertaining to the root of the whole transaction,”
a question was uscless unless  the was Mr. Proudfoot’s parting shot,

A motion by the Liberals to send an
"interim report to the House was voted
down on an amendment by Mr. Mc-
Garry that the committee proceed
with the examination of witnesses and
then make a final report.

question invelved was shown,
“Did anvone at one of these inter-
views try to get you to retract ‘

gtatement that vou had made agains:

a certain member a1 the (jovern
ment in consideration of the submis- .
: 1. s . . ' ’ ¥ -

Further investigation into the pay
rolls of the Nipissing Central Railway
disclosed the interesting information
that Mr. Kenneth McDonald, Super-
intendent, is a bhaseball magnate in
the making. Tt appeared from the evi- |

i with? ' asked Mr. Proudfoot., to sturt
' the ball rolling.

, Mr. Taylor obilected, produacing his
subpoena  from the committee, and
claimed that he was onlyv called 1o

testify with regard to the payment of

$21,000, dence of Frank Leslie, conductor on
“You nnderstan-c the (i 1ersit et ] thE‘ “ﬂP, that 'h{rnﬂna]d owns a bhase-
asked yvou?" ball park at Haileybury and manages
“T did.” a semi-professional team. Most of
_“1\ hat do vou s=av to (that cques- these men work on the railway and
tion, that You deciine to answep?” play ball in the summer, drawing full |
“1 do not know that 1 am called pay.
upon to answer that guestion,”  “Do vou know of any work being
“NSon are here now.,. Mr Taylor, done on these grnunda by the em-
and 1 presume von are honund (o ane- plovees of the company?” asked Mr.
wer any question which the commit- Elliott.
tee mMmayv <consider relevant, Do 1| ‘“Yen."
understand that vou refiuse {o ans- “Bvy whom?"”
wer that guestion?" “T was there myself.” ‘
“T Will Not AnsSwer.” My whom were you paid for the
time vou put in there?”
“T will not answer that guestion.” “TIt came from the Nipissing Cen-!
{ repiied the witness, ' tral.”’
: On Mr. Proudfoot's appeal to) “I'nder whose instructions?” !
| Chairmian Ferguson, the ("hairman “Instructions of McDonald.” !
 said that question had heen sel- ~ Mr. Leslie went on to say that sev-
It“*ﬂ on Fridav. 1t had no direc 'eral members of the baseball team
bearing on the iteim and the witness 'whom he knew were employees of
¥.~=hnu1:! not be requiretl to answer. the company and drew pay at the
| The commiites had the same situp- ‘rate of £3.50 per day. He also said
tion to meet with Mr. MceGuigan. that members of the team were car-
| T'rying again, Mr. Proudfoot asked: ried free on the railway under orders
*Wasg the submisston o arbitration from the Superintendent,
tallowed or made in pursuatnce of anv QUEStiﬂnﬂd rega.rding the =sale of
retraction on your pari?" junk, Mr. Elliott asked: “Do vou
| “Po vounu mean | was to retract know anyihing about the sale of
anvthing 1 said,” quevied Mr, Tavlor. goods of the company—copper wire
jL X en’ being sold as junk?"” |
¥, e gir.” “Not within those dates,” he re-.

“Were vou asked to retract ™

“Was |1 asked to retract what 2

“Were von asked to retract a state-
n’lf_“i‘lt A1 made with referenees LO
member of the Government 2™

“T will not answer that.

The Chairman again stopped  the
questions. He did not think it was
necessary to commpel the wilness (0
aAnNnswer, Words were often used in

‘the storvekeeper

plied, referring to the fiscal year of|
1911-12.

Mr. Hareld Finlay, manager for
Lillie, said he had
received pay chequex for his em-
ployees in payment of goods pur-
chased for the railway. This was
often done, he said.




