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PUBLIC SENTIMENT

AGAINST THE BAR

Liberal Speakers Declare the Stand of the Party is a
Response to the Call of Duty—Mr. Hugh Munro
Points to Experience in Glengarry

Un the continued debate In the
Liegislature Mesterday on Mr. Rows-
ell’s resolution to abelish the bar the
unanimity and harmony of the lib-
eral members on this question was
further emphasized in two Vvigorous
gpeeches delivered by M. Hugh Mun-
ro (Glengarryv) and Mr. Sam Clarke
(West Northumberland). The onl
specaker on the Conservative side was
Mr. George W, Neely (East Middle-
£0X ), who attempted to draw an an-
alogy from the recent by-election in
that constitnency., Mr. A. BE. Peck
(West Peterborough) moved the ad-
Journment of the debate,

S“peaking as a manufacturer for
many vears, Mr. Munro's remarks hadl
the nweight of experience, Admittedly

the question of t(emperance reform
wnas one of the greatest before'the peo-
ple of the Province, yvet it was strange
in the face of the resolution pass-
ed last vear the Government had not

even intimated what it proposed to do
to piohikit treating in hotels, e
pointed to o great improvement In
Ciengarry county since the adoption
of local option. T'here had bheen 4
great Jdiminution of crime, and he de-
¢lared that the rising tide of public
sentimient in the Province was more |
respongible  for improvement in !]“liE?_
respect than any legislation passed by
the present Government. )

o — — ———

Aa Opportunity Missed.

Ar. Sam Clarke (Wesgt Northum-
bevland) said that the position of the
Laberals on the auestion was in re-
fzonse to the call of duty.

“if you won't go first, let us go
first,” he declaved: “but if you will,
we will drop bebind and shove you
abhead.”” (Applanse,)

The three-fifihs clause was a han-
dicap, and not the benefit claimed by
the Government, It was useless of
Sir James to point to the inability of
the Legislature to prohibit the im-
portation or manufacture of liquor,

“hut this House c¢an refuse to license
anyv bar in Ontario.”

Mr. Munro, continuing the debate,
said the effects of the liquor traffic
were a curse to the Province and to
the Dominion. Both sides of the!l
TIiouse were unanimousg on this m-int.i
Jle referred to the resolution unani-
mrously adopted by the House last
gession., s=etting {orth the importance
o? further restrictive legislation. He |
wanted to know why the Goverument!
could not see its way clear to going |
the rezt of the way in its legislation
and wipe out the bars. The bhenefits
which had resulted from nrohibition
In six or eight States of the 1Union
were well Kknown,

Conditions Improved, {

M:. Munro then called attention to
the Improved conditions in hig county,
which was now aimost entirely dry.
A remarkable <change had been
brought about. There was a notahle
ahsence of crime, and in the town of
Alexandria, whnere he resided, there!l
had not been a sérious row since
local option was carried two vears
ago. The Government - had —~taken
great credit to itself for the bhenefi-
cla! legislation it had passed in the
interests of temperance, The rising |
tide of public gentiment in the Pro-
vince during the past twenty vears,
Mr. Munro said, was largely respon-
sible for the Government's action on|
the matter. |

Continuing, Mr. Munro showed
what evil effects followed the en- |
forcement ol the liquor law from the
politics shown on the License Boards.
He paid a tribute to the efliciency and
thoroughness of the work done hyj
the license inspector in his county,
This inspector, he pointed out, v.-a',a

P

nht in reality appointed because of
the Government s e lection, but as th'E
result of representaiions made to thEl
'rovineial Secretary by citizens nf'thnl
county of Glengarry. He emphasized
the importance ol taking thf‘" whole
uestion of temperance legislation out
ol politics.

Mr. Munro then dealt with the
iniquity of the three-fifths clause.
He showed how unfair it was by re-|
calling that there were 281 licenses in
municipalities that had given majori-
ties agninst anv licenges, but were un-
able to have their desires granted ow-
ing to this provision,

The Government, he said, took
credit to itself for recentiy having Dr,
MeCullongh sent to New York to in-!
ferview Dr. Friedmann regarding his
tuberculosis cure, with a view to]
gotting new and effective means of,
legs=zening the ravages of the whitei
nlague, Tt would be more creditable
to the Government, he said, if it
abolished the bar and removed {he
most prolific cause of digease.

A Lovyal County.

Mr. Munro then dealt with the
charge made by Mr. Pratt {South
Norfolk) in the House to the cffect
that *if you scratch a Liberal vou
will find an enemy of Great Britain.”
tH{e said he noticed that in the ad-.
Justment of the difficulties hetween |
Mr. J. G. Anderson, and Mr. A. (.|
Pratt in the House previously in the|
afternoon Mr. Pratt did not withdraw!
his sjatement about the navy and the
alleged disloyalty of the lliiberals. Mr.
Munro said: “Does the heonorable
member intend to brand the members
of this Opposition traitors and dis-
loval men?” He said he would re-
sent as sirongly as possible the
charges of the member for South Nor-
folk. As to his ewn countv, he =aid
more medals of the Peninsular war
'could be found in ‘Glengarry than in
any other five counties in the Pro-
vince. Such a fact, he said, proved
that he and his ridinz ecould not be
accused of disloyalty to Great Britain.

Mr. Neely's Evidenee

*i_"j'nntr:n‘}' to the advice of some of
his friends, Mr. G. W. Neely, the|
lected Cornservative member for IDast |
\Mliddlesex, recounted the history of.
}.-v campilan responsible for his elec-
ion last October. He pointed out
L!z:a.L in the township of London the
wargest township in the Province, and'
with eleven licenses, loecal option was
defeat_t'{l three years ago by a smalll
majority, and that the riding in which |
that township 18 situated elected him |
G the Legislature last Octfober by the |
largest raajority ever given in the his- !
tory of that riding. This was g
great testimony of the efliciency of
the present Government’s temperance
policy. He argued that there should
be no change in the GGovernment'’s
method of dealing with the question,
and that it was no use to swap horses
v hile crossing the river.

The Call of Duty.

Mr. Sam. Clarke (West Northum-
berland), in a characteristic speech,
deciared that the proposal to abolhish
t‘ha. bar was no catch ery launched pe-
torc an election. To the leader of
the Opposition it was the call of duty.
[t did not matter to Mr. Rowell *if
it did not bring him a majority in
the country, nor to the members on
the Opposition side. But he would
make every member of the House sav
whether or not he would abolish the
open bar in the Province and put an
end ‘1o the retail sale of liquor at
the first opportunity,

Mr. Ciarke, continuing, pointed aut
that the Government, with the con-
fidence of the moral reformers of the
Province and the ligquor interests he-
hind it, had missed a splendiq oppor-
tunity to lead the way_to put an eﬁd
to the bar.: The Op’nsitiun would

be behind the Government. “The




