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4nd ‘there were more of them, than
under retail license. ‘

“I say this knowing it to bhe true,
having participated in elections for
the Scott act and having profession-
ally prosecuted people every vyear
when the Scott act was in force., T
don't wish to repeat my experiences,
or even to think of them, they were
g0 revolting. Therefore, before we
come 1o the conclusion that my ht:_rn.
friend's resolution is wise and advis-
able we must consider what the pro-
babilities are likelv to be,

Condemns Treating System.,

“Surely,” said Sir James, nr*mif
not say anything reprehensible as to
<hat  ridiculous, disgraceful habit of
treating. A fashion or habit lasts with
Us a certain time. | could mention
things done and language used by
the best people of this country forty :
years ago, which to-day the same |
people would he horrified ir they were
accused of doing or Eaving, [ am
merely attempting itq show, in may
crude wav, that development e a
matter of evolution, of BErowth. Those
who think they can accelerate or re-
tard it are bhoth utterly andg entirely
mistaken. But nao doubt the time wWill
come when a break will be made in
this ridiculons and senseless habit of
treating, and 1 certainly hope so.

Offers to Abolish Treating,

“It is said it would he very Adifficult |
Lo Inaugurate and fnact legislation
that woulq affect the ireating hahit. |
1 Agree, There have heen fimes 1
the history of nations and of this Pro- I'
Vinee when indiy iduals have been will-
Ing to give HUP. perhaps, somen hat of
their cherigshed privileges and rights
In order to the seneral benefit of the,
tommunity. Then, | ask, would leg-
islation against the (reating syvstem !
be unwarranted? I ecannot answer |
that question in the affirmative. I;
shall, under rtain l'il'r*lTI‘l'IHtHn{‘PF.j
consider such legislation Justified. and !
under certain circumstancas | am pre. !
pared to stand Eponsor for legislation
of that kind.

|
Thinks it Can be Enforced. j
|

I think I coulq show sneh legis- |
lation to be Justifiable. although un-
vsual and startling., But 1 am not
now thinking Whether it js Justifiable.
but ean you enforce it~ There is
o question that it Would be 5 very
difficult law to enforee, bhut jt is PDOS-
sible that it could be enforce, Sup- |
Pose it could not D ctompletely en-
forced, but how manyv of our laws are
SO enforced? RBut 1 think it probable |
that jf any legislation were enacteqd |
doing away with the treating habit,
with regulations DY the department
Which has conirol of the license SVS.-
tem, holding over the Imlpilnmrum- the
possibility of loging his license ijr he |
disobeyved the law, it would have g
Rood effect. 1n my opinion, as Hon
Mr. Blake Says, this (Question of
treating s al the root 0ol the Whole |
matter, I wish at any rate it would ’
do this. 1 a8k hon. gentlemen ﬂl‘l‘
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both sides O sympathize with the
Position [ {ake. Although it would
not succeed in abohshing forever the |
SVstem of treating, it wWould minimize |
and practically do away with it. eSpe- |
Cially undep the spur which regula- |
tion woulg Provide to enforce Lhe
law,

Would Help Young Men.

.

e

“"Here is the point which has de- |
termined me to favor legislation of |
this kind : under the favor of Pro-
Vidence, it IS my helief that it would
in a short time Kkill anqg destroy the
desire for the habit of treating. Our |
yYoung men alld bovs would grow up
80 that in five vears from now it
wWould never vccur to them to enter
upon this habit. because thev *.umldj
not see other people doing it.

Says Liquor Men Want I, |

| “Further, within the |ast forty-
'eight hours it has been communicat-
' ed to me by more than one man who
Is engaged in the wholesale mManuofac- |
.!ture of ardent Spirits in  this Pro-|
Vince and Iin the retail sale of ardent
Spirits that they hope distinetly that
legislation on this question will be
undertaken. becanse they want to see
the treating habit destroved. 'l‘l'uF-.l
public mind of this Province has |
declared itself, and jis a unit prac- |
tically in favor of the change | lm\'t‘*;
{

indicated. I bhelieve 1 correctly in-
terpret the public view, that aboli- |
tion of the bar will not suffice to cor-
Te€ClL the evils, but intensify them so
long as people are not prevented from
Purchasing in shops licensed by this+
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P The Prime Minister then moved his

amendment to the motion, which is
printed in another column,

Where the Prime Minister Stands.

Mr. W. Proudfoot (Centre Huron)
referred to the statement of the
Prime Minister that the leader of the
Opposition had adopted the policy of
abolition of the bars for the express
burpose of driving him (the Prime
Minister) into the arms of the liquor
dealers,

"l say that is just where he has
been for gz great number of yvears*
declarcd Mr. Proudfoot. “¥For many
years the members of the rovern-
ment have been elected by the united

, efforts of the liquor people. 1 am

glad to see that as # result of this
splendid resolution of the leader of
the Opposition e has broken away.
If the Government does nothing else
than adopt this amendment to abaolisgh
the treating system the time of our
leader has been very well spent in tak-
ing the Prime Minister out of the arms
OF the liquor people. ¥For that is the
effect of his aAmendment, If, as -he
Says, there was nothing necessary to
be done, why did he take this posi-
tion? He stated that It was not
necessary to do anything at 4ail. and
Vet he comes forward with thie re-
solution. showing clearly that some-
Lthing had to be done.™

Mr. Proudfoot pointed out that hy
abolishing the bars they would in a
much more effective manner do away

i With lreating. “The Prime Minister

Says he will be pleased to see the

| treating system done away wWith.

Then why does he not join hands
With the Opposition in doing away

' With the bars?”

Mr. Blake's Statement.

Heferring to Mr. Blake's Statement
read by the Prime Minster, that do-
ing AWay with the bars would simply
he driving the treating system into
Some other channel, Mr. Proudfoot
said that he helieved Mr. Blake to
mean that it would drive the treating

|

System into the clubs. He wished to |
point out that the policy of the leader |

Ol the Opposition Was to wipe out
not merely the bars, but alse l1cenged
clubs,

The Prime Minister had mentioned
the lack of enforcement of the Scott

!
|
|

act Vvears A0, Publie opin- |

iul‘l, said Mr. P‘rnudfnnt. had
advanced n freat deal since that time.
No effort had bheen made tn enforee

the Scott act, and had it been oNn-~ |

forced as laws were enforced to-dav
there wWould have been an entirely
different result. Sa far as Shops wépe
concerned they would be Wiped out
by local option.

“Onee the bars are wiped out there
will be no difficulty at all in wWiping
out the shop licenses. Because wher.
ever local option has failed to pass it
has failed because of the assistance
given by the hotelkeepers. Without
the assistance of the hotelkeepers
the liguor traffic could not stand.”

Hﬂmlu-riting on the Wall,

The Prime Minister had geen the
h;lnrlwriting' on the wall. He knew
well that unless he brought forward
something to ctounteract the policy of
the Opposition he Would not be able
10 Kkeep his seat after anotherp gen-
eral election. The Prime Minister
had said they had heen returned
three times On the present sSVstem.
If that were 850, then why had he
changed his POSition unless if WAS
that the People of Ontarie had also
changed?

Sir James ‘i‘s'hitnf“}‘---- What qiffer.

| ence does . jf make if it is a good
thing? (Applause.)

Mr. Proudfoot —1 think that vour
resolution js 4 good thing. Ry what
We propose is a Bood deal bhetter. That
1s the difference betweean Us, You
have proposed g vVary good thing, bhut

- ours s VETY much better than yours.

But if there were No possibility of
our getting ours we Would disecard
ours and accept yours. Because any-
thing in the way of temperance will
be a good move, and Anything in that
line will have my hearty Support, -

Deathbed Repentance.

The Prime Minister Knew, con-
tinued My Proudfoot. that the resolu.
tion was ﬂliSﬁIllIFI}.' no good so long
as the bars remained. It wae only
dealing with the matter in g half-
hearted manner, It was g sort of
deathhed repentance, because they
had adopted the Position only to
make political capital out of it My,

' Proudfoot did not Wanut to make any

political capital oyt of it .
Sir James Whitney had said that
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